Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College

Minutes of the Meeting of the Student Committee

held on Thursday 21 October 2010 at 4.30 pm
Present:
Mr P Davison (Chair)

Miss L Atkinson

Mr R Atkinson

Mrs S Barnes


Mrs H Barron


Mr T J Fisher

Ms J Pan

Mr C Wiper

In Attendance:
Mrs A Blackburn


Mr L Job


Mrs S Massey 

Miss R Stannard
Mr G Brookes (Clerk)

Student Representatives:   Miss S Dunn
Miss L Hanson

Mr J Hall

Miss L Rowling

Miss R Fisher

Miss L Tysseling

Miss A Kenshole 

16/10
Introductions
Mr Davison welcomed everyone to the meeting, in particular Ms Jenny Pan (newly-appointed Parent Member of the College Corporation) and asked those present to introduce themselves.

17/10
Declaration of Interests 

Members present had no financial or personal interest in any of the items on the agenda to declare.

18/10
Apologies

Apologies received from Dr Hunnisett were accepted by the Committee.

19/10
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 April 2010 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

20/10
Matters Arising


There were no matters arising.
21/10
Outstanding References


There were no outstanding references.

22/10
Urgent Business


There was no urgent business.

23/10
Student Experiences – Geography and Geology
23.1
Sue Massey introduced the presentation Earth Science Studies and Jonathan Hall and Lucy Hanson described their experiences.  These included visits to areas of urban decline, changes that have taken place over the years, quality of the environment, land uses and the effects of traffic and pedestrian areas.
23.2
Experiences on the residential fieldwork events in the Lake District involving activities in Cockermouth, Wasdale and Seascale and collecting river data were covered and provided case studies for the hazardous environments sections of the course. 
Mr Davison thanked the students for their enthusiastic and informative presentation.
24/10
Student Experiences – English Literature
Lucy Atkinson, Sarah Dunn, Lara Tysseling and Alicia Kenshole described their experiences whilst on a visit to London as part of their English Literature studies.  They each explained various aspects of the visit and how they had benefitted from it.  Points made included:

a. Visiting the actual locations, especially going on stage at the Globe Theatre, re-enforced classroom studies and was very enriching.

b. As Students of English Literature they seemed to be more critical and analytical of the written and spoken word.  Also, they are able to communicate well and develop transferable skills which will be valuable in later years.

Mr Davison thanked the students for their passionate and enthusiastic presentation.
25/10
Student Association Plans for 2010/11

25.1
As requested by the Chairman at the last meeting, the Student Association had prepared an action plan for the coming year.  Members of the Association described the aims for 2010/11 under four main headings:

· Promote the current Student Association

· Wider Student Involvement and Student Events

· Charity Donations

· More links with the Wider Community.

25.2
The SA members explained how they planned to build on previous initiatives and the new approaches that would be introduced.

25.3
Points made during the discussion included:

a.
Means by which the action plans would be published as widely as possible.

b.
Reasons why some students do not become involved in SA matters.

c.
Whether or not it would be beneficial for QE to join the NUS.

Action Mr Fisher/Student Association
d.
The College is a member of NORVIC which provides a network of local establishments which collectively consider student matters and any concerns that may be raised.

e.
How the level of success in meeting the aims of the SA can be measured.

25.4
Mr Davison thanked the students for the Action Plan and expressed his appreciation of the ideas it embraced.
The Committee accepted the report.

26/10
Student Activities Report
26.1
Mr Job referred to the Student Activities Report – October 2010 and highlighted a number of particular events.  The long list of impressive activities included outstanding achievements at personal and team levels both locally and much further afield.  Again, participation in, and benefits to, the Darlington area were particularly noteworthy.

26.2
The Chairman and the Principal considered that the report was a celebration of successes.  It added to the reputation of the College and the students and staff concerned are to be congratulated.  Mr Davison thanked Mr Job for presenting the report.
The Committee accepted the report.

27/10
Other Business Raised Under Item 22/10

No urgent was raised.
28/10
Confidentiality

There were no confidential items.

29/10
Date and Agenda for the Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12 May 2011 at 4.30 pm.       

There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.45 pm.
1
2

