Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College

Minutes of the Meeting of the Student Committee

held on Thursday 20 October 2011 at 4.30 pm
Present:
Mr P Davison (Chair)

Mrs S Barnes


Mrs H Barron

Mr T J Fisher

Miss L Gardener


Mr T Keavney


Ms J Pan

Mr C Wiper

In Attendance:
Mrs A Blackburn

Mr L Job
Miss R Stannard
Mrs J Colthup

Miss N Wall

Mrs F Wray

Mr G Brookes (Clerk)

Student Representatives:  
E O’Hara
K Douglas

A Hindle

C Scott

E Roe

C Piper

16/11
Welcome
Mr Davison welcomed everyone and asked them to introduce themselves.  He also pointed out that this was the first meeting which was ‘paper-light’.  It was a trial run the outcome of which would be reported to the full Board.  Each Member of the Committee and the staff in attendance were provided with a laptop on which papers for the meeting could be accessed.

17/11
Declaration of Interests
None of the Members had any personal, financial or other interest to declare in any item on the agenda.

18/11
Apologies

Apologies were received from Dr A Fuat and were accepted by the Committee.

19/11
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2011 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

20/11
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
21/11
Outstanding References


There were no outstanding references.

22/11
Urgent Business

22.1
Mr Davison reported that Ms Pan had asked if more information could be given about the recent bus accident involving students travelling to the College.  The Committee agreed that the matter could be covered at this stage in the meeting.
22.2
Mr Fisher gave details of the accident, where it had occurred and the outcomes as far as the students were concerned and how lucky they had been.  He reported that a clear action plan was in place and it worked smoothly.  The emergency services, local people and the students themselves were all exemplary in their responses.  Since the accident counselling has been provided and links with the emergency services and legal agencies continue. Double decker buses are no longer used on the route concerned and regular, experienced drivers are employed.

22.3
Mr Fisher has written to the parents of all the students involved and he reported that all the students were back at College.

The Committee accepted the report.

23/11
Student Experiences – World Challenge
23.1
As planned (see Ref 08/11 of the minutes of the last meeting) 18 students and 2 teachers went to Namibia in July.  With the aid of an extract from a video of the trip, Nancy Wall, Beccy Stannard and students described their journey there, their first impressions when they met the local children and what they did whilst in Namibia.  This included community and conservation projects, decorating school buildings and erecting playing facilities.  All agreed that it had been a life-changing experience.
23.2
There are already plans for further World Challenge projects in future years.

23.3
Members expressed their gratitude for the splendid presentation and the impressive effort everyone had put into the project; from their early fund-raising activities to the welcome contributions they had made in the places they visited.

24/11
Student Experiences – Extended Project
24.1
Mrs Colthup thanked the Members for giving her the opportunity to describe the exciting developments in the Extended Project programme.  The programme enables individual students to study an area in greater depth than in the normal curriculum.

24.2
Mrs Colthup explained the steps students need to take and how the supervisors are involved and the method of validation.  As an example the record of the Extended Project by Carlton Piper was circulated to Members. It illustrated the extent to which students delve into and research their subject and record their findings, comments and conclusions.  Carlton explained how his approach changed as he progressed and described the support he got from college staff and local universities.  Lizzy Roe also described her project and the experience and the benefits she had gained.

24.3
Points made in discussion included:
a.
The extended project programme numbers have increased considerably since it started (125 students this year) and growth is expected to continue.

b.
The ‘journey of learning’ is an important aspect.  As students delve more deeply they often alter their approach and attitude towards their subject.
c.
The staff involved are obviously enthusiastic about the scheme and are often challenged by the level of knowledge achieved.

d.
Durham University has been very helpful and also York and Teesside Universities.

25/11
Student Association (SA) Plans for 2011/12

25.1
Tom Keavney referred to the Action Plan for 2011/12 and in particular to the section on the promotion of the SA within the College.  Karis Douglas outlined the aims in the Diversity and Accessibility of Events section and Laura Gardener covered their intention to focus on benefitting College Life and Student Funds.  Emily O’Hara summarised the Co-ordination of Charity Events and especially plans to focus on raising ‘useful’ amounts for the charities selected.
25.3
Mr Davison thanked the SA members for their plans and the work they have done so far.

The Committee accepted the report.

Mr Wiper and Mrs Barnes left the meeting at 5.30 pm.
26/11
Student Activities Report – October 2011
Mr Job referred to the Student Activities Report dated October 2011 and highlighted a number of particular events to illustrate the breadth and depth of student experiences outside the normal curriculum requirements.  In addition to the benefits to the students themselves their interaction with other people locally, nationally and abroad provides a positive and much appreciated addition to the reputation of the College.
The Committee accepted the report.

27/11
The Moodle Pilot
The Committee considered the Moodle (paper light) approach was successful and this would be reported to the Board.  

          Action Mr Davison
28/11
Other Business Raised Under Item 22/11
See Ref 22/11.  No other urgent business was raised.
29/11
Confidentiality

There were no confidential items.

30/11
Date and Agenda for the Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 10 May 2012 at 4.30 pm.       

There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.45 pm.
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