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Student Association 

 
 The Student Association celebrated 

Valentine’s Day with a twist this year. They 

decided to celebrate Equal Love Day along 

with Valentine’s Day. The Equal Love 

campaign promotes awareness of equality 

and same sex marriages and, to achieve this, 

the Student Association invited Gay Advice 

Darlington (GAD) to work alongside QE’s 

REACT group -a group of students who meet 

weekly to debate local, national and global 

issues and who participate in human rights 

campaigns. The REACT group and GAD had a stall to raise awareness of key issues and handed out sweets 

and gifts to celebrate Equal Love Day. In addition, the students raised money for Gay Advice Darlington and 

Stonewall, charities which raise awareness and support LGBT communities. The fundraising tied in well with 

QE’s celebration of LGBT month. To raise funds, the Student Association had a cake sale selling love- themed 

cakes, biscuits, sweets and chocolates. First For Flowers in Cockerton kindly donated 50 Sorbet Avalanche 

roses in support of Equal Love Day. These were hugely popular, with both students and staff buying roses for 

their loved ones. There was also a raffle where a heart- themed sweet tree from Darlington Candy Canes, 

restaurant vouchers, hairdresser vouchers and much more could be won. Equal Love Day was an outstanding 

success with £300 being raised for GAD and Stonewall. There was a fantastic atmosphere in the Common 

Room and GAD was very appreciative not only for the fundraising but also for the support from students. 

 

 This year’s final of the annual Battle of the Bands was held 

at the end of the February half-term. The final traditionally 

takes place at the end of the autumn term just before 

Christmas, but, due to building work, the Student 

Association decided to hold it later. The event was a sell out 

with students filling the Hall to see which band would be 

crowned Battle of the Bands’ winners. After a large number 

of bands competed in two heats at the Forum, the final 

kicked off with the staff band, quite wittily named Oldplay, 

who got the crowd in the mood, followed by Costa Del Soul putting the ‘fun’ into funk. The other finalists 

were Atlas Wynd, Doberman, The Calanaz, Pandora & the Wolves and The Rations. The event was compered 

by Andrew Backhouse, a QE student who hosts a weekly radio show in the Common Room. The standard 

was extremely high and Costa Del Soul won the grand prize – £200 worth of studio time and the Liam Harker 
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Trophy. All of the bands and students watching really enjoyed the event which was expertly organised by the 

Student Association Executive. 

 

 5 candidates competed for the prestigious position 

of Student Association President and student interest 

was the biggest to date, with more than 1400 

students exercising their right to vote. All candidates 

created their own promotional campaigns, and 

presented their views in speeches in the College’s 

Student Common Room. They also produced short 

videos to highlight their ideas. All candidates 

did superbly well, proposing changes and policies to 

improve the student experience even further. 

The new President of the Student Association is 

Thomas Johnston. Tom is from Darlington and used to attend Hurworth School. He is studying Politics, Media 

Communication and Production, English Language and Modern History. After representing QE as Student 

President, Tom would like to go to university, and hopefully work as a music journalist. Tom said ‘Running for 

the SA presidency was probably the best thing I've ever done. It was great to see so many students taking an 

interest in their college and really getting behind some of the campaigns. I can't wait to get started and I'm 

really looking forward to working alongside the students towards a Student Association we can all be proud 

of.’ QE's new Vice President is Daisy Catterall. She is from  Eaglescliffe and went to Yarm School.  Daisy is 

studying English Literature, French, Art and Philosophy with the hope of becoming a teacher. Daisy also 

loved the experience of running for President, and gaining the Vice President role. She said ‘Running for 

President was both a nerve wracking and rewarding experience. Knowing I have gained the support and trust 

of both students and teachers alike is overwhelming and I'm really looking forward to working with Thomas 

to achieve great things next year’ 

The President and Vice President of the Student Association become governors of the College, meet 

regularly with the Principal and senior staff and, along with their Executive, organise social and charity 

fundraising events. Their leadership skills are vital in representing the views of the student body and 

affecting change. 

 

 The Student Association celebrated Comic Relief the best way they knew how… with a pyjama and Onesie 

day. A Pyjama Day had been requested by a fellow student in one of the Student Association meetings, and 

Comic Relief was the ideal opportunity. As always, both students and staff joined in the fun, and wore a 

variety of onesies and pyjamas ranging from frogs to lions! Red noses were also sold all week and a grand 

total of £580 was raised.  

 

 This year’s Student Association meetings have been very successful, and really well attended by student 

representatives. Alongside the Student Association raising their own agenda items, several members and 

groups of the local community also attended to raise awareness of any initiative or charity they have been 

involved in. For example, Health Worker Ronnie Bage visited to raise awareness and ask for student 

feedback on alcohol consumption. Representatives from the National Citizen Service, Andy Vickers and 

Allison Lynas, attended to urge students to volunteer and build up their CV.  We have also had visits from 

Pippa Turner, from Guide Dogs Awareness, and representatives from Darlington Association on Disability to 

raise awareness of their charities, and to ask students to help raise money for these causes. One of the most 

successful visitors we’ve had this year was Maggie Hart, Head of Education, from the Education Centre for 

Children with Down syndrome. Maggie informed the students about the charity, and also asked for student 

volunteers to work at the centre and help out where possible. There was a great turn out for this, and since 



3 
 

the meeting, 4 students were successful in their applications 

and have attended the centre on a regular basis. 

Representatives from Darlington and Teesdale Naturalists’ 

Field Club very kindly donated a cheque to say thank you to 

the College for allowing them to use our facilities for their 

extremely popular weekly meetings. The Student 

Association meetings are a great way for students to discuss 

how the College can keep improving, and to inform students 

of charities and upcoming events in the College and in the 

local community. 

 

The Arts 

 Visitors to Darlington’s Victorian Market Hall can 

now enjoy the arts while they shop, as ten new 

pieces of artwork created by QE students have 

gone on display in the Hall. The artwork is part of 

‘Art in the Doorways’ – a project between QE and 

Darlington Markets which saw students studying 

for the BTEC Diploma in Foundation Studies in Art 

& Design create artwork to go on display at the 

Market Hall entrances. 

An exhibition of initial ideas was shown in the 

windows of the vacant shops in the Market Hall on 

West Row and residents and visitors voted for their 

favourite design, with the ten winning designs now on display in the entrance to the Hall. Nick Wallis, 

Darlington Council’s Cabinet Member for Arts, said: 

“This is a great project which helps local students try their hand at creating artwork for live exhibitions – 

ideal for building up experience of meeting a design brief and deadlines and great for their CV when looking 

to progress on to art college.”The students really enjoyed working with Emma Waring (Markets Officer) and 

the market traders on this project. They loved the enthusiastic response they got towards their work both 

from the market traders and the general public. 

 

 A group of Foundation Art students have unveiled a 

rail heritage art project they have spent months 

working on. The 17 students worked in 

collaboration with Westbrook Villas Residents’ 

Association and the Head of the Steam Railway 

Museum to create an installation depicting 

Darlington’s railway history. The work will form a 

permanent feature of Westbrook Villas, one of the 

last areas of Darlington to have an association with 

the Pease family, who helped to found the 

Stockton and Darlington Railway. 

Shirley King, of the Westbrook Residents’ Association, said: “It has exceeded my expectations. The artworks 

are superb and join the heritage of our lovely street with the present. I’d like to thank the students, and 

everybody else who has helped us.” 
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The Art Department has a well-established tradition of working with a variety of community-based projects 

in Darlington and this has been another fantastic opportunity for students to work with local residents and 

groups. Something special and different has been brought to the town. Student art work will also be 

displayed inside the Head of Steam Museum in a temporary exhibition. 

 

 Many Performing Arts students are developing their skills and gaining experience with a range of gigs. The 

winners of the College’s Battle of the Bands, Costa Del Soul, is now starting to perform professionally as is 

The Rations who played at Darlington Civic Theatre for the Vibe awards and are now booked to play the 02 

Academy. These and other semi-professional student bands such as White Rose and The Plains regularly use 

the Stanhope Annex rehearsal rooms after college hours. A2 Performing Arts student Oli Pattison is booked 

to perform a Summer season in Benidorm as an Olli Murs tribute act. Zander McMullen has also turned 

professional and is currently receiving bookings to play piano for bars, restaurants and functions. Ten new AS 

bands performed gigs over four lunchtimes in the week before the Easter holidays. The Space was packed 

with other students forming an enthusiastic and supportive audience.  

 

 Fourteen students participated in the annual Leschinski Music 

Competition for solo instrumentalists and singers. The standard was 

extremely high and a diverse range of pieces was performed. As well as 

singing, there were performances which featured the piano, cello, 

clarinet, flute and organ. The winner was first year student Amy Lee who 

sang ‘Si, Ma D’un Altro Amore’ from Ascanio in Alba by Mozart. At QE 

Amy is taking A Level Music, History and English. Not only does Amy sing 

but she also plays the piano and violin to a high standard and her 

ambition is to go on to study at the Royal College of Music or the 

Guildhall. She would love to pursue her classical singing. Miranda Sellers 

came second with her rendition on the cello of ‘Andante’ from 

Concertino No.1 by Klengel. The Leschinski Music Competition started in 

1985 with prizes being funded by W.M. Wolf in memory of his music teacher Olga Leschinski. Mrs Leschinski 

was a refugee in Germany from Communist Russia and was later killed by the Nazis. 

 

  AS Drama and Theatre students have visited theatres in Darlington and Newcastle to see John Godber's 

"Bouncers", Headlong's new adaptation of "Medea", and the perennial favourite, "The Woman In Black" 

which worked splendidly yet again! 

 

  AS Media Studies students participated in a TV drama and Music Industry Study Day at Sunderland 

University in November. The students had a fantastic day and were given an insight into higher education. 

The sessions were developed specifically for the College’s Media Studies specification and took the format of 

interactive lectures. The students also got the opportunity to tour the University facilities and were given 

information about the undergraduate courses available at the University. Student feedback from the event 

was excellent and worked at widening participation and encouraging the students to aim for higher 

education courses. The Media Studies department will be running this again with the University in future 

years. 

 
 A2 Media Studies students were offered the opportunity to attend the Media Magazine Student Conference 

in London in December. This conference was designed to enhance classroom study and take learning beyond 

the confines of the A2 specification. Students attended talks by media professionals, the OCR chief examiner 

http://www.qeliz.ac.uk/latest-news/music-prize-winners
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and media teachers. Students gained insight into contemporary media events and production. Feedback 

from the students was excellent and it is planned to attend this event again in the future. 
 

 Film Studies students responded to The National Film and Television School's search for talented filmmakers 

and passionate film fans, inviting them to apply to join the BFI Film Academy Talent Campus. They produced 

screenplays, step outlines and short films to support their application to take part in a two week film 

academy project in which they had the opportunity to work with top industry professionals to make short 

films.  

 

 

 

Enrichment 

 
 As part of Supplementary Programme, an Edexcel Level 2 

Peer Mentoring qualification is organised for students.  It 

runs from September to May and students have the 

opportunity to practise their skills as well as gaining an 

extra qualification. This year, QE students have been 

working with small groups of pupils from St. Aidan’s in 

Years 9, 10 and 11 to raise aspirations and look at what 

life is like in Further Education. Peer Mentors help school 

pupils to develop their study skills and to discuss what to 

expect from College. In previous years, Peer Mentors 

have also worked with Education Village, Longfield and DSMS with similar workshops.  

 

 

Humanities 

 In November, 16 Modern History students attended a History conference on Tsarist Russia in Newcastle. The 

event involved lectures from four leading historians. 

 

  Emily Redican-Bradford, an A2 Tudor History student, went to Auschwitz in November as part of the Lessons 

from Auschwitz Project. Emily and Laura Heath also took part in a College History Club in January to talk 

about the Holocaust. This was followed up by the department taking 16 History students to the University of 

Teesside for a day of seminars and lectures to mark Holocaust Memorial Day on 25th January. 

 

 48 History students visited the Royal Armouries in Leeds in December. 

The students took part in a hands-on seminar where they examined 

historical objects related to the period they are studying in class. 

 

 History Club has met every month this year and has been very well 

attended with about 30 students at each talk.  Topics covered have 

included a brief history of the Mafia by Linda Chadd, a talk entitled 

‘Don’t fear Shakespeare’ in which two Q.E. students debunked some of 
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the myths surrounding William Shakespeare and ‘The Swinging Sixties: Myth or Reality’ delivered by John 

Gilmore.  

 

 More than one hundred A level History students enjoyed 

the annual History Christmas Quiz. Competing in teams 

of four, they pitted their wits against each other in 

rounds which included music, pictures and general 

history knowledge. The winners of the Quiz were Caitlin 

Brennan, Thomas Johnson, Ryan Taylor and Rich 

Hodgson. To have so many students taking part in the 

Quiz was fantastic. Everyone seemed to have a good 

time and hopefully all have improved their knowledge of 

History!  

 

 40 History students (20 Tudor and 20 Modern), 

accompanied by 4 staff, visited London in March. The 

trip included visits to some of London’s major sights 

including HMS Belfast and the Churchill War Rooms for 

Modern History students and the National Portrait 

Gallery and the Tower of London (reached by a boat trip 

on the Thames) for Tudor History students. 

 

 Philosophy students visited Bradford University to participate in a series of lectures and gave an excellent 

account of themselves; they were fine ambassadors for the College. The quality of their contributions to 

discussions on the nature of mind, time and space was excellent despite the fact that they were new to 

these themes. Indeed, the Bradford Lecturers claimed that the QE students outshone some of their 

undergraduates! Students have followed the lectures they attended with extra-curricular sessions at College 

to continue these debates. 

 

 In February, 90 Religious Studies and Philosophy students attended a conference to hear Peter Vardy speak 

about Good and Bad Religion. 

 

 Seventeen students studying A Level Politics visited Washington DC as part 

of a joint trip with Shrewsbury Sixth Form College. Whilst in America’s 

capital they were privileged to meet with Senator Sanders from Vermont, 

toured Congress and the Supreme Court and took part in a debate over 

gun control with representatives from the National Rifle Association and 

the Coalition to End Gun Violence – very topical. Meeting politicians, 

lobbyists and pressure group representatives really brought Politics and 

the course content to life. This is the fourth time the trip has run and not 

only does it provide an insight into US Politics, it also helps prepare the 

students for university as they meet and work with students from another 

part of the UK. There was consensus from all that the visit was brilliant!  
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 On Budget Day, thirty six students studying A Level 

Politics travelled to London to meet with Darlington’s MP 

Jenny Chapman, tour Parliament and to enjoy some of 

the capital’s sights and attractions. It was a busy day and 

the students particularly enjoyed their question and 

answer session in one of Parliament’s committee rooms 

with Jenny. Questions were varied and included such 

topics as opportunities for women in Politics, the use of 

the parliamentary whip, how the spending cuts have 

affected the North East and youth unemployment. The College is grateful to Jenny and her staff for 

supporting the Politics Department at QE and for being so generous with their time. The students really 

enjoyed meeting Jenny and see her as a role model.  After visiting Westminster, the students went on the 

London Eye for a bird’s eye view of London, walked through Whitehall and ended with a visit to the British 

Museum. It was a very interesting and enjoyable day. 

 

 

Languages and Literature 

 Poetry by Heart is a National Competition open to all students aged 14-18 

and this year QE got involved. After publicising the competition across 

College, the organisers were thrilled to have 10 entrants. Auditions were 

held and the members of staff were so impressed with the quality of the 

students’ performances that it was decided that all should enter the 

competition and perform in front of an audience in the Hall. Each student 

had to recite two poems from collections of pre 1914 and post 1914 

pieces. The range of poems chosen was delightful; students really took 

the poems to heart and communicated them with heartfelt emotion. The 

judges on the night of the competition were two local head teachers, 

Calvin Kipling from DSMS and Sue Richardson from the Education Village, 

as well as Peter Barron, Editor of the Northern Echo. The judges had a 

very difficult job but, with strict criteria, they were able to reach a 

decision. There was also a ‘people’s vote’ so that the audience could decide whose poem and performance 

they thought had spoken to them. The atmosphere was electric with live music provided by students Zander 

McMullon and James McGraw being very much appreciated. The winner of the people’s vote was Alice 

Morley for her performance of Sylvia Plath’s ‘The Applicant’. Alice also came third in the competition overall. 

Second place went to Thomas Parsons-Munn for his performances of Douglas’ ‘How to Kill’ and Whitman’s 

‘Dirge for Two Veterans’. The overall winner was Lizzie Aumonier with her performances of Eliot’s ‘Journey 

of the Magi’ and Procter’s ‘Envy’. Lizzie progressed to the regional finals held in Middlesbrough. 

 
 Over 60 AS and A2 English Language students attended an A Level Conference at Newcastle University. A 

range of linguistic experts delivered entertaining and informative sessions on a variety of topics including 

Language and Technology; The Power of the Press; Language and Gender; Child Language Acquisition; 

Representations of Jack the Ripper and how to apply language frameworks when analysing texts. The 

students also found out about studying English related degrees at the university and they were able to 

explore the campus including the eating places! The Conference was very successful and the students were 

excellent ambassadors for the College. 
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 To mark the start of their in-depth study of Andalusia, A2 Spanish students and Spanish staff, some in 

traditional costume, had a meal of dishes from the region. These included authentic home-made gazpacho 

soup, tortilla and patatas bravas, washed down with (non-alcoholic!) sangria. This was followed by a fun 

flamenco dancing lesson in the new Dance studio, enthusiastically led by Rupert Jowett.  

 

 The College’s French Department hosted what has become their annual twilight ‘Reading French 

Masterclass’ for Year 11 pupils from Partner Schools.  31 students attended from DSMS, Education Village, 

Hummersknott and Ian Ramsey School in Stockton.  The pupils tackled a variety of activities to boost their 

reading skills and were able to make the most of the College’s facilities, work with our native speaker French 

Assistant, and a number of AS and A2 French student volunteers.  We received very positive feedback from 

the pupils who commented that the session had boosted not only their confidence, but that it was great to 

meet our students.  We are very pleased with the continued success of the masterclass in itself, and, what is 

more, a large proportion of the students who take part each year end up becoming AS French students in 

the following September. 

 

 In March, 34 AS and A2 students took part in a 

homestay visit with host families in Lisses, near Paris. 

Although we had visited the same area last year, we 

opted for a different itinerary this year to ensure that 

any A2 students wanting to join us again could do so 

and enjoy a range of new experiences. Students visited 

numerous local attractions and sights of historical 

importance. We had two full days in Paris visiting the 

Notre Dame towers, the Panthéon, la Sainte Chapelle, 

the Paris catacombs and finally ‘Paris Story’, an 

interactive and multimedia visitor centre on the history 

of Paris and its people. Students commented that they appreciated being able to visit some of the less 

obvious tourist attractions and many were able to make links to their other subjects.  In addition, the 

students spent half a day in a local secondary school to gain an insight into the French education system, one 

of our key AS topics. It was quite an eye-opener for many of them in terms of some of the differences 

between the French approach to teaching and learning and that in the UK.  We concluded the visit with a 

tour of the Château of Fontainebleau and its gardens, led by very knowledgeable tour guides who were able 

to bring to life the history and significance of this chateau. All of this gave the students an excellent 

opportunity to practise their French and a taste of French life at first hand.  During the whole trip there was 

a real sense of camaraderie amongst the group and they were excellent ambassadors for the College. The 

students have since expressed how much they enjoyed experiencing French culture and meeting French 

people, and that they felt that their language and confidence had really improved by the end of the week.  

 

 Police officers in Darlington have been learning to speak Polish with the College’s Polish teacher. The police 

contacted the College with a request for some teaching as they wanted to be able to communicate with 

Polish people in their own language. 12 officers participated in the 10 weeks Beginners’ course which 

focused on topics which the police might find useful in their jobs. The teacher received very positive 

feedback from her students. 
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Maths, Business and Computing 

 Students studying Computing and ICT experienced an exciting challenge day working with professionals from 

BIMA (British Interactive Media Association) and the Newcastle based Digital Agency Think Ltd. It was a great 

opportunity for them to find out about the range of careers in the digital industry by getting involved in 

team activities to solve problems in coding and multi-media disciplines. The day took learning out of the 

classroom and set it in the real world. Dan Nisbet from BIMA said: 

‘We had an absolutely brilliant day at QE. The students knew quite a lot about careers in the computer 

games industry but weren’t really aware of the breadth of roles in a digital agency, from UX designers and 

creative strategists to project managers and everything in between. It was great to meet the students, set 

them digital challenges and show them some of the work we’re creating right now. We even had a little fan 

club when the students heard that the guys that made Pottermore were in the building.” 

The students were fascinated by BIMA’s work on Pottermore and Sony. Most of them had no experience of 

an office where there are beanbags and ways to support creativity – they all thought it must be like the 

Matrix where people wear suits and work in cubicles! The day was a fabulous success all round. It was great 

that the students worked so well on the challenge to become the BIMA School’s Digital Champion. 

 

 Each year almost 100,000 students across the UK enter the 

UK Senior Maths Challenge and students at QE are 

increasingly involved, hoping to gain a gold certificate which 

is awarded to the top 10%. The Maths department was 

extremely impressed that this year 56 of their talented 

mathematicians participated in the competition and excelled 

themselves by gaining 5 gold, 13 silver and 17 bronze 

certificates. We are very proud of the effort and success of all 

the students who took part. The five students awarded a 

gold certificate were first year students Martin Duggan and 

Cameron Grove and second years Daniel Legg, Jason Loveridge and Adam Elders. Adam, who is hoping to 

take up a place at university to study maths, also received a certificate for achieving the top results in the 

College. Martin, Cameron, Daniel and Jason are all planning to study either mathematics or related subjects, 

such as engineering and computing, at university. An increasing number of students are choosing to study A 

Level mathematics at QE and this competition provides an excellent opportunity for them to enjoy the 

challenge of applying their mathematical skills. 

The Senior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics Trust, a registered charity, whose aim is to 

advance the education of children and young people in mathematics. 

 

 A team of four Business Studies students reached the regional 

final in a national investment competition. 

The team of Hannah Dennis, Lizzie Oliver, Maddy Wood and 

Sarah Ingham have been coached by teacher Kevin Fields and 

chose the team name ’ Kev’s Barmy Army’ for the 

competition. They competed against more than 40,000 other 

students across the UK in the IFS Student Investor Challenge, 

and made nearly £22,000 trading in virtual shares in just three 

months, outperforming the FTSE 100 share index in the 

process. They represented QE at the Scotland, Northern Ireland and North England regional final, held in 

Leeds in March. The free to enter competition, run by ifs School of Finance and supported by Bloomberg, 

provides teams with £100,000 of virtual money to buy and sell shares in FTSE 100 companies. The 
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competition gives 14- 19 year olds the opportunity to experience the dynamic world of share dealing and 

investing in the stock market. Now in its 20th year, the competition is the largest of its kind in the UK and is 

also open to international students. Rod McKee, Vice Principal of the IFS said: 

“This competition gives students the opportunity to gain first-hand experience of making investment 

decisions, which will benefit them throughout their lives when making financial choices. It also introduces 

them to core concepts such as risk, reward and diversification. This is a real achievement and many 

congratulations go to the team from Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College. 

The IFS School of Finance is a leader in financial education and a registered educational charity incorporated 

by Royal Charter. It has a remit to provide the financial services industry with a skilled, effective and 

competent workforce whilst also promoting a better understanding of finance amongst consumers. 

 

 In March, AS and A2 Business Studies students participated in a Revision Day consisting of two separately 

run events; one for Unit 2 and one session for Unit 4. They were comprised of a comprehensive programme 

of intensive one- day revision workshops held at the Metro Centre. Each workshop included 5 exam coaching 

sessions which aimed to develop students’ exam techniques for their two crucial exams. The AS Revision 

sessions comprised of Marketing including Price Elasticity; Competiveness; Finance; Operations and People 

HRM .The A2 students participated in workshops comprising of The Business Environment and Managing 

Change; Understanding Mission, Aims and Objectives; Business and the Economic Environment; Business 

Legislation; Takeovers and Mergers and Change Management and Culture. Each student was provided with a 

comprehensive workshop booklet which contained a series of exam style techniques exercises that were 

completed during the sessions. The skills of Knowledge, Application, Analysis and Evaluative skills were 

reiterated throughout the day. Each workshop was held in a modern, extremely comfortable cinema screen 

and the students benefited greatly from such a very fast paced, intensive and exam focussed day. 

 

 

Science, Sport and Leisure 

 A Level Geology students participated in a week long 

fieldtrip to the European Alps. Based in Chamonix, the 

students enjoyed the opportunity to study the geology of 

one of the world’s great glaciated fold mountain belts. The 

Alps were created by the collision of the European and 

African continental plates 8-30 million years ago and are 

the highest mountains in Western Europe. Their study is 

an integral part of the A Level geology course and several 

questions in the examinations require students to discuss 

aspects of the geology, evolution and glaciation of 

mountain ranges. The highlights of the trip included 

trekking 1000 metres up to the famous icefall on Glacier d’ Argentiere, travelling on the Brevent cable car to 

enjoy stunning views of the Mont Blanc massif and journeying through the Mont Blanc tunnel to visit the 

Italian side of the Alps. The trip not only provided a valuable learning opportunity to study mountain belts at 

first hand but it was also great fun and created many lifelong memories. 

 

 First year Geography students spent half a day touring around Teesside conurbation looking at social and 

economic change. The experience involved students observing such change as they travelled around a 

variety of different areas with the tour beginning in the eastern areas of Middlesbrough and finishing at 

Teesside Park.  Teesside is an excellent example of an urban environment which has undergone a huge 
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amount of change in the last 150 years ranging from urbanisation, deindustrialisation to more recent 

redevelopment and regeneration.  

 

 Nine A2 and eleven AS Chemistry students attended A-level Chemistry Revision Workshops at the University 

of Newcastle during their Easter holidays to help to prepare them for the summer exams. Each session 

consisted of a short summary of the key points and addressed typical student misconceptions from each 

selected topic area. 

 

 All A2 Physics students went to the Christmas Physics lecture on the hunt for the Higgs boson at Durham 

University during the last week of the Christmas term. In March, 30 A2 students also participated in a Physics 

master class again at Durham University where they looked at particle accelerators and collisions between 

elementary particles. 

 

 The annual Institute of Physics lecture in April was held at College. This year it was about green technologies 

being developed in the North East of England and was given by Professor Geoff Williams. 

 

 School pupils had lots of fun and excitement when they visited QE 

and built their own hovercrafts. Teams from Darlington schools 

designed and built the working vehicles, each capable of carrying a 

pilot. They then raced them to see whether their designs 

converted into good performance. The day-long challenge at QE, 

held under the Foundation for Jobs banner, was aimed at boosting 

interest in engineering and understanding of the practical 

applications of science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) 

subjects. It is hoped such events will encourage young people to 

consider careers in engineering or related disciplines, where there 

are expected to be thousands of job opportunities in the North-East over the next decade. 

Staff from QE worked alongside a specialist team from Bradford University’s School of Engineering, Design 

and Technology to develop and run the event. QE students, who already have offers of University places to 

study Engineering, acted as mentors for the teams of pupils.  

The pupils and students who participated had fun applying their maths and science to an exciting project. 

The task they completed on the day also gave them a really good experience of working together as a team 

to solve a ‘real life’ problem, using their imagination and inventiveness.  

Joanne Crowther, from Bradford University, said: “We were impressed by the way the students engaged 

with the hovercraft project. They all worked well in their respective teams, listened to instructions and the 

proof was really in the pudding during the “Great Race” when every single hovercraft functioned extremely 

well. We witnessed some of the fastest hovercraft we’ve seen since running this project in over ten years.” 

 

 Just before the Christmas break, Sport & Leisure students 

organised a Gangnam style dance session in the sports hall to 

raise additional funds for Danny Steven‘s head shave in aid of St 

Teresa’s Hospice. Again, this was a highly popular, fun and very 

successful event. Staff and students went along in their droves 

and £400 was raised for the Hospice. The event was organised 

as part of the Sport &Leisure students’ course. Those who took 

part paid £1.50 for the privilege and in return got a Santa hat 

and enjoyed the exercise. Many of those who chose not to 
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dance also paid! It was a very enjoyable way of raising funds and thanks must go to the Dance students who 

led the session. 

 

 A2 OCR Sport and Leisure students organised a game of blind football and seated volleyball as part of a unit 

looking into the opportunities for people with disabilities to take part in sport.  The students were organised 

into pairs and had to guide each other around the sports hall with a blindfold on.  A game was organised and 

the students really enjoyed the challenge of playing without the sense of sight. The students understood the 

challenges for someone with a disability to take part in sport, and many said that they now have much more 

respect for sportspeople with disabilities. 

 

 In April, Year One Sport and Leisure students made a visit to 

Beamish Wild.  The visit was part of their outdoor education 

and recreation course in which they had to participate in a 

range of activities.  The students completed a high ropes 

course, took part in an archery competition and worked as a 

team to produce a shelter from materials found in and 

around the area. The students really enjoyed the challenges, 

which made them think as well as developing their physical 

skills. A wide range of shelters were produced, some clearly 

more useful than others! 

 

 Travel and Tourism second year double students travelled to the seaside in order to visit the Blue Reef 

aquarium at Tynemouth.  The students visited the facility, had a talk by the manager and looked at a range 

of strange sea creatures.  They carried out the visit to collect information towards a unit on human resources 

and recruitment. The students got a huge amount from the visit, not only did they see a facility operating 

first hand; they also gained an insight into all of the possible career opportunities in the area. 

 

 Travel & Tourism students planned and organised a three night visit to London as part of their course. The 

students were allocated individual roles to plan the visit and, between them, they made all of the 

arrangements for the trip.  The trip provided many educational opportunities and raised greater awareness 

of the travel and tourism industry.  Visits included the London Eye, Buckingham Palace, The Shard and the 

West End to watch a performance of The Bodyguard. The visit was a huge success as the students all worked 

well together throughout the planning and they thoroughly enjoyed their time in London.  

 

 Twenty students took part in a lunchtime fitness 

session with a difference! The students who 

attended the hour long class were put through their 

paces by three Royal Marine Commandos and were 

stretched to the limit. The students had a thorough 

warm up followed by running drills and a circuit 

session featuring many different fitness exercises and workouts. The Marines pushed the students physically 

but there was also a great emphasis on discipline and answering any queries the students had. 

The Marines commented:  

“The students from QE were a fit bunch who stuck well to the tasks we gave them and didn’t give in during 

what was an intense session. They were a pleasure to work with and asked plenty of questions about careers 

in the forces which some of them are considering in the future.” The Marines delivered a thorough session, 

teaching the students many different exercises and encouraging them to really push themselves to the limit 
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and give 100%. Discipline was a massive part of what they delivered and the students responded well to this. 

Everyone learned a lot, benefited from working with experts and from their advice and guidance. 

 

 On the weekend of 22nd – 24th March, 31 QE students 

travelled to the University of Bath to compete in the 35th 

British Colleges’ Sport national finals. At Bath, champions 

from 8 regions in England, plus Wales and Scotland, 

competed in 14 different sports to determine the British 

Colleges national champions. Over 2500 young people took 

part in the championships and the QE students, having 

already won their respective regional titles, represented the 

North East in events across 7 different sports – Swimming, 

Netball, Trampolining, Badminton, Cross Country, Squash and Tennis. 

Success stories over the weekend included Charlotte Young winning Gold in her individual event in the Pool 

and Melissa Foster, Hannah Sharp and Charlotte being part of the Gold winning North East Relay team in the 

water. In Squash, Rob Pearce won a Bronze Medal and in Badminton, Nathan Stewart-Walker and Beth 

Vickerman finished 4th in the respective Men’s and Women’s singles events. 

Students from the college also enjoyed encouraging performances in Netball, Cross Country and 

Trampolining events, all finishing in respectable positions and doing themselves and the college proud. 

 To have students qualify in 7 of 14 sports was brilliant. Taking 31 students to the Nationals saw QE well 

represented at the finals. Everyone enjoyed the weekend and benefited immensely from such a valuable 

experience.  The students not only impressed with their sporting ability but also with their behaviour, 

enthusiasm and sense of teamwork. The staff accompanying the students commented that they were a 

pleasure to work with and take to National Finals to represent QE.  

 

 Becca Horner from Shildon has won a golfing scholarship at 

the University of Troy in Alabama. Seventeen year old Becca 

combines her rigorous golfing regime with her academic 

studies, taking her final A Level exams in the summer in 

Philosophy & Ethics, IT and Law. She has to pass her exams to 

take up her university place but Troy University’s offer was 

very much based upon her golfing attainment – Rebecca has a 

handicap of 1! Rebecca, who started playing golf at the age of 

9, has won numerous competitions and practises her golf at 

Woodham and Wynyard. She says: ‘I can’t quite believe it’s 

happening and that this time next year I’ll be out in America studying Criminal Justice and being trained by 

top coaches, playing golf for at least 20 hours a week. I’ll be in America for at least four years and, if things 

go well, will probably stay in the States and join the professional circuit. I’m excited but nervous as it’s such a 

big move and an amazing opportunity.’ Becca is very determined and has pursued her ambition tenaciously. 

She has researched her options carefully, visited various American universities and in the end had offers 

from three of them. She chose Troy University because of its facilities, golfing opportunities and coaches and 

she was impressed by its high academic standards. Becca deserves her success and we will follow her career 

with interest. 
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 Holly Fielding has been selected for the Talented Athlete Scholarship 

Scheme (TASS) 2012-13. Holly combines her studies in A Level English, PE 

and Psychology with representing Great Britain and England in Elite Level 

Judo. TASS helps talented athletes to shine in education and sport by giving 

them the support they need to excel in both aspects of their career. 

Sportsmen and women in higher or further education are nominated for 

scholarships by their National Governing Body and given a tailored package 

worth up to £3,500 a year. The package includes coaching, physiotherapy 

sessions, strength and conditioning training, lifestyle and education support 

and access to the TASS medical programme.  

Holly says: “The TASS Scheme supports me and enables me to train and compete in top condition alongside 

supporting me in my education and allowing me to progress. I am really pleased and privileged to be part of 

this scheme.’’ 

 

 Fiona Dewar, a first year student, has had a remarkable netball season. 

Fiona, who represents QE’s A Team and Oaksway Netball Club, has recently 

been selected as part of the 20 strong British Colleges’ Sport Elite Netball 

Squad. To gain her place in the Elite Squad, Fiona attended and was 

successful at North East, Northern Trials and a final overall National Trial. 

She is now a fully-fledged member of the British Colleges’ Sport Squad that 

will play matches against college teams from other nations, university 

teams and will go on an end of season European tour in the summer. Fiona 

says: ‘I’m absolutely over the moon to have won a place in the Elite Squad. 

It was a long trialling process and it is good to be rewarded. The standard is 

very high and I am pleased that my hard work has paid off.’ Fiona is 

studying AS Level Biology, Chemistry, French, Geography and Critical 

Thinking and hopes to go on to university to do a Science degree. 

 

 

Miscellaneous  

 At the very prestigious Best of Darlington Awards ceremony, a number of QE students and staff were 

deservedly honoured for their contributions to the College and the wider community.  

In the Young Person’s Contribution to the Community award, James Charlton was shortlisted for his 

outstanding efforts to assist with the rescue and rebirth of Darlington Football Club. James, a current 

student at QE, has actively engaged himself in fundraising activities as far away as Barrow in Furness and he 

is a regular match day steward and volunteer in the club’s town centre 

retail outlet. He has been a tremendous asset to the club’s volunteer 

team. 

 

David Scott, who coaches sports teams at QE, won the Contribution to 

Sport award. As well as working at QE, Dave continues to coach at 

Darlington Spraire Lads and Lasses Football Club which he set up over 

30 years ago. In addition, he works as a coach for Darlington Sports 

Development and delivers football sessions in local schools. 
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All three shortlisted nominees in the Academic 

Excellence category were students from QE. Tom Gray 

won the award following his outstanding set of A Level 

results in 2012. He achieved a staggering 6 A* grades in 

Chemistry, Further Mathematics, Mathematics, Physics, 

Extended Project and Critical Thinking. In addition, Tom 

achieved full marks in an amazing 6 of his modules in 

Maths and Further Maths, two of his Physics modules, a 

Chemistry module and a Critical Thinking module. Tom 

is currently studying Natural Sciences at Cambridge 

University and was an extremely deserving winner of 

this award.  

 

Jack Barron was also shortlisted in this category for his excellent A Level results last year. He gained A* 

grades in English Literature, Extended Project, Government and Politics, and Philosophy and, in addition, he 

secured top grades in AS Level Critical Thinking. Even more impressively, he achieved full marks in 3 of his 4 

English Literature modules and in 1 of his Government and Politics modules. Jack is currently studying 

English at Cambridge University.  

 

Rachael Kitching was also shortlisted for the Academic Excellence award. In the summer, she gained fantastic 

A Level results – A* grades in Psychology, Law and Extended Project and A in Biology. But, there would be 

more to celebrate as she later found out that she gained the highest marks in the whole country for A Level 

Psychology – an absolutely outstanding achievement. In her A Level Psychology exams, Rachael was awarded 

a remarkable total of 398 marks out of 400 and scored full marks in 3 of her modules. She has won prizes 

from the Exam Board and the British Psychological Society. In Law, Rachael also gained full marks in two of 

her modules and her excellent results have taken her to Newcastle University to read Law. She hopes 

eventually to become a solicitor.  

 

The Exceptional Student Award was won by Serena Rana-Rahman who left QE in 2012. Serena is a truly 

inspirational student. Whilst acting as a carer for her mother who, for the past 10 years, has been in a 

wheelchair Serena also maintained an excellent academic record and helped other students and the College 

through her voluntary work. In her A Level results, Serena achieved 3 A* grades in English Language, English 

Literature and Psychology. These results included achieving full marks in one of her English Literature and 

English Language modules, and in an amazing three of her Psychology modules. Her overall result in 

Psychology (395 out of 400 marks) resulted in her scoring the third highest mark for the subject in the 

country – an absolutely incredible achievement. Serena progressed to Teesside University to study English. 

At QE, Serena was extremely active in voluntary work and always wanted to help others. She was a Student 

Ambassador, holding group work sessions with students from local schools in order to raise their aspirations 

and to support their transition from school to college. Serena was also a Charities’ Co-ordinator on the 

College’s Student Association, and she organised activities to raise money for a range of charities. She is a 

truly wonderful young person and deserved this award. 

 

If this wasn’t enough success for people connected to QE, the winners of the Citizen of the Year and Young 

Citizen of the Year were then announced. James Charlton won Young Citizen of the Year for his voluntary 

work with Darlington Football Club, and the Citizen of the Year was awarded to Dave Scott for his extensive 

and lengthy service to the community through sport. Both are exceptional individuals who totally deserve 

this recognition. 
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 Students and staff enjoyed ‘Make a Difference 

Week’, a themed week in March with a vast range 

of events and activities to raise awareness of things 

that can make a difference to students’ own lives, 

to the lives of others and to the wider community. 

A Health Roadshow enabled students to receive 

advice and discuss issues with a range of external 

agencies including CASH (Contraception and Sexual 

Health) team; College Nurse; SWITCH team which 

gives information about drugs and alcohol; 

Chlamydia Screening team; the College’s Sports 

Maker and representatives from the Dolphin Centre and local gyms. National No Smoking Day was marked 

and students received alternatives to smoking at break and lunchtime. During the week sporting and keep fit 

activities were arranged including Instant Ping!, fitness tests in the Common Room and Zumba in the Sports 

Hall. A gap year and employment convention, fundraising for a range of charities and chances to get involved 

in volunteering also occurred during the week. One of the key days focussed on the celebration and 

appreciation of equality and diversity when the Mayor of Darlington, Councillor Baldwin, came into College 

to open the event. A massive range of community groups gave up their time to have stalls and 

demonstrations in the College to engage with students in fun, interactive activities. Community groups that 

were involved included the Buddhists, the Chinese community led by one of QE’s governors Jenny Pan who 

organised a traditional paper cutting session, the Gideons, Gay Advice Darlington, the Darlington and 

Teesdale Naturalist Society and many more. It was great to have so many community and professional 

groups coming into College to work with students and we are grateful for their support. All involved have 

benefitted and there was a real buzz about QE with lots of fun and informative activities going on. 

 

 A group of 18 students and 2 members of staff will travel to Botswana next summer to help in deprived 

communities. They’ll spend 16 days helping local people through the creation of sustainable vegetable 

patches and the building of traditional homes for AIDS orphans, as well as anything else they can do to assist. 

Whilst in Botswana they will also paddle the Okavango Delta and learn to survive in the desert with the 

Kalahari Bushmen! To fund the project the group has been busy raising funds through various activities such 

as cake sales, bag packing, bungee jumping ,ice cream sales and much more including a Fundraising Ball held 

at Headlam Hall Hotel. The Ball included a sumptuous four course meal, an African drumming troupe, a live 

singer along with a giant raffle and an auction of promises. The auction was kindly conducted by Maurice 

Scott of Hawes Auction Mart who encouraged the Ball guests to part with large sums of money for items 

such as a dinner party in their own home, climbing lessons and original art work. The evening was rounded 

off with the raffle of a holiday in Devon and a 

thank you from the students. A total of £5000 was 

raised on the night. Student Emily Treadgold said: 

“It was a great night and we certainly raised a lot 

of money which we will put to good use in 

Botswana. Everyone left the Ball smiling so I think 

they all enjoyed it.” The students worked 

extremely hard to produce a very professional and 

enjoyable event. They worked as a team 

throughout and the members of staff look 

forward to taking them to Botswana next year. 
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 The group visiting Botswana attended a pre expedition training session in Northumberland.  Lasting two 

days, they walked with full rucksacks around the countryside for approximately nine miles each day. The 

group learnt camp craft and camped overnight on a very wet, cold and windy night.  The students also used 

budgeting skills, having to purchase four meals for each person with only £2.20 per head.  During the day 

they also participated in a lost and found scenario and carried out some basic first aid with an improvised 

stretcher to carry the casualty on.  Whilst away a staff birthday was celebrated with the students turning up 

in masks of the teacher, much to her surprise, and ended with chocolate cake round the camp fire. The 

students were fantastic. It was one of the coldest nights of the year, and they coped with it without any 

problems (except for one blister!) and they showed they could work as a cohesive team.  

 

 In December, Danny Stevens certainly felt the 

cold when he had his head shaved for charity. He 

had a mass of hair but decided to lose it all to 

raise funds for St Teresa’s Hospice. Danny, a 

second year student, had his head shaved in front 

of hundreds of students in the Common Room. 

Collection buckets were passed around and a 

raffle to raise extra funds for St. Teresa’s was 

drawn once the shave was over. Danny has been 

working as a volunteer at St Teresa’s Hospice for six months and raised over £2000 for the Hospice. His hair 

was also donated to be made into a wig for a child undergoing chemotherapy. 

Danny explained: ‘I gain so much personally from helping at St Teresa’s and Christmas is a good time to give 

something back. The Hospice is a much more joyful place than people imagine. The staff are upbeat, people 

don’t want to be mournful and there’s a lot of laughter as well as sad moments. Getting my head shaved was 

good fun but the key thing was to raise as much money as possible.’ 

Danny first started volunteering at the Hospice to gain experience to help him further his ambition of 

becoming a doctor, but his work now means much more than this. At QE Danny is studying Maths, Chemistry 

and Biology and has applied to university to study medicine, hoping to gain a place at either Sheffield or 

Newcastle. 

 

 Students and staff, with guests from Age UK in Darlington, 

came together in the Hall to celebrate Christmas with a very 

moving service organised by Travel and Tourism students, 

supported by students from the Religious Studies and Music 

Departments. The theme the students chose was Christmas 

Around the World and the service was led by Lynda Gough, 

QE’s Chaplain. A Christmas Giving Tree was the focal point in 

the Hall and gifts of food from students were placed around 

it. The gifts were for the 700 Club who are working in 

Darlington to relieve poverty. Children from Dunn Street 

Primary School in Jarrow came along to sing Christmas songs and tell the Christmas Story, the College Choir 

led the communal carol singing and students and staff gave insight into Christmas traditions in countries 

such as Germany, Zambia and Romania. The celebrations were rounded off with mulled wine and a range of 

festive treats from all over the world. 

It was a lovely occasion with a real sense of community. The children from Dunn Street Primary were 

fantastic and gave a real sense of what Christmas is all about – the magic of Christmas. The students 

generously gave gifts of food for poverty relief and a collection raised just less than £300 for the charity. One 
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of our guests from Age UK said that coming to the service had made her Christmas and that comment made 

the occasion even more special. 

 

 QE students who have raised funds for Age UK, Darlington were 

invited along to their Beaumont Street premises to take part in a 

themed ‘60s fun day. It was an opportunity for the students to 

further get involved with the charity and to present a cheque for 

£352. It was great to visit Age UK , Darlington and to share with 

customers and staff their Christmas celebrations. The day was 

good fun with 1960s music and games and with volunteers 

dressed as hippies and icons from the ’60s. It’s fantastic that the 

money students have raised has gone to such a wonderful 

project- a reminiscence room, which the customers are looking 

forward to using. 

 

 LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) History Month was celebrated in February with a poster 

campaign of famous people and role models from the LGBT community. A competition was held based on 

the profiles which a large number of students entered. Postcards and information were also displayed in 

tutor rooms. The Equal Love Day, organized by the Student Association, proved very popular.  

 

 Just before Easter students attended a Passover meal at Holy 

Trinity Church and learnt about the meaning behind the food 

that was offered at this event. The students remembered the 

historical significance of the delivery of Jews from slavery in 

Egypt and ate the significant food associated with this festival. 

Matzah was the unleavened bread that they ate because there 

was no time to wait for the bread to rise as the Jews had to 

leave in haste. Salted water and bitter herbs represented the 

bitterness of slavery. Charoseth a sweet fruity mixture was a 

reminder of the clay used to make bricks which they were 

required to make as slaves in Egypt. The roast egg was a symbol of mourning and a lamb bone represented 

sacrifice. In addition, parsley was eaten as a reminder of the hyssop that was used to paint the doorstep of 

the Jews so that the Angel of Death would Passover. A most enjoyable inter-active event was experienced 

by all that attended. 

 

 During the Year 1 Parents’ Evening in December, the College held its Higher Education Convention in the 

Main Hall.  Fourteen local and national universities sent representatives with information stands.  The event 

was well attended and proved extremely popular with both parents and students who gained general 

information about higher education as well as specific advice from the universities in attendance. 

 

 Over 200 students attended a presentation by Teesside University on its Passport Scheme which is designed 

to support students through the university application process including invitations to events and 

opportunities to try out courses on its “Discovery Days”. 

 

 In February over 200 first year students attended a college presentation on university summer school 

residentials and university taster days as well as gaining information on a range of activities and special 

events designed to give students the opportunity to find out what studying at university is really like and also 

to increase their knowledge and understanding of how to stand out when applying for competitive courses.  
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Information was also provided regarding paid work experience opportunities for budding scientists and 

engineers wishing to experience working on a range of cutting edge technology, science and engineering 

projects including the Year in Industry.  Students have taken advantage of the wide range of opportunities 

on offer including making applications for workshop conferences for Law and Medicine as well as summer 

schools funded by the charitable organisation, the Sutton Trust. 

 

 Students due to begin university in September attended a series of talks from Teesside University Student 

Finance Services about applying for financial support. Application clinics for assistance with the application 

process followed up these talks. 

 

 Competition for entry to the universities of Oxford and 

Cambridge is increasingly intense, particularly for 

students who have studied in the state sector. QE is 

therefore extremely proud that, this year, five QE 

students have won places at Oxbridge for September 

2013. Louise Goodall has a place at Oxford University to 

read modern languages whilst Tom Wilson, Gemma 

Holgate, Andy Page and Michael Jones are off to the 

University of Cambridge. Tom will study social and 

political science, Andy will read Russian, Gemma will 

specialise in English and Michael’s place is for engineering. The College is delighted with the success of our 

Oxbridge candidates and the range of disciplines that they are going on to study. They are talented 

individuals who have very much benefitted from a broad curriculum. There is no doubt that they will 

continue to be highly successful and make a mark on their chosen professions. 

 

 Mike Nicholson, Director of Undergraduate Admissions from Oxford University came to the College in 

November to give potential applicants an insight as to what to expect from interview.  

The students felt the information and advice they were given had been extremely useful and good 

preparation in what admission tutors look for and ask at interview. In the workshop, Mike gave the students 

insightful advice on how to approach the interview, techniques on answering questions and information 

about the interview process. He then split the students into subject groups and gave sample questions to 

work on where they had to apply existing knowledge and make educated guesses. For example, students 

interested in engineering were asked “How many golden eagles would it take to lift an elephant?” Other 

questions included “Why do Lions have Manes?” and “How many carbon atoms are in the room?” 

 

 A record number of 56 students have applied for Summer School Places with the Sutton Trust. 

It is currently too early for any acceptances to have yet been offered, but we are hopeful of a good crop of 

successful applicants. To raise awareness about Oxford and Cambridge Universities, 35 AS students attended 

an Oxbridge Conference in Newcastle in March. In addition, a large number of students and parents 

attended an Oxbridge information meeting in the Main Hall. Whilst parents listened to a very informative 

presentation from the School Liaison Officer from King’s College Cambridge, students participated in 

workshops with King’s College undergraduates and ex-QE students who are currently studying at either 

Oxford or Cambridge. The evening was, as usual, very successful and it is always a pleasure to welcome back 

our ex-students who can empathise with our current students.  
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 Fifty Year 1 students attended a Primary Education 

Focus Day at Leeds Trinity University to find out more 

about how to apply and how to get into a competitive 

course. They also had a look around the University’s 

campus and took part in a question and answer 

session.  Lucy Wright, who is responsible for schools 

and college liaison work at Leeds Trinity, was pleased 

to welcome so many QE students onto our campus 

and found them to be enthusiastic, intelligent and 

able to question and find out relevant information. The students thought the day was very helpful, especially 

the information on the personal statement, the application process and the entry requirements. For many 

students, it was their first visit to a university, so it was useful for them to be able to look around and see the 

facilities. It was also really helpful to confirm that primary education is going to be the right course for them. 

 

 Ten students attended a Getting into Medical School Conference at Durham Johnston School in March.  The 

event provided students with a wide range of information and advice on deciding on a career in medicine, 

choosing the right medical school and the application process.   Stella Barnes was one of the main speakers 

on Maximising your Application to Medicine. The students found it an invaluable source of information and 

felt it had given them an excellent preparation for their future career plans. 

 

 In March, the annual Employment and Gap Year Fair 

took place in the Main Hall at College as part of the 

Make A Difference Week. It was the most successful 

event so far with the largest number of organisations 

attending including the Army, Royal Navy, the RAF and 

Durham Constabulary.  Local employers including 

Barclays Bank (offering 1,000 apprenticeships 

nationwide this year), ATOS and Cummins (also 

offering apprenticeships to our students) attended 

and many companies were represented by ex-

students of QE, now successfully employed there. The gap year organisation Frontier was a popular choice 

with students as there has been a resurgence of interest in a gap year.  Jobcentre Plus provided students 

with useful contacts of local employers and vacancies.  Training providers were well represented by NECC, 

ITEC and Darlington Borough Council.  The Fair was extremely well attended and enjoyed by all. Students left 

the event well informed and enthused about their future plans.  

 

 Five QE students who have applied to do mechanical engineering at university took part in a day’s visit to 

Mech-Tool Engineering in Darlington who are working in partnership with Darlington Borough Council, 

Cummins Engines, Henry Williams and Deep Ocean as part of an Encouraging Engineering project.  This 

offers students the opportunity to experience working life with locally based engineering companies with a 

financial bursary for the period of their programme of study.  The students were given an overview of the 

range of engineering projects the various companies are involved in as well as a tour of the Mech-Tool 

Factory on Whessoe Road where they saw the fabrication of fire and blast protection products.   They agreed 

they had been given an excellent insight into first class design and technology and the knowledge that 

engineering offers opportunities to work world wide. 
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 QE staff and students celebrated World Down Syndrome day on 

Thursday 21st March 2013 which marks the 8th anniversary of the day 

which strives to achieve global awareness of Down Syndrome and 

change perceptions of the condition. They joined in with the 

International campaign ‘Lots of Socks’  and teachers, Nicola Naisbett 

and Beccy Stannard, ran a staff raffle with a twist with members of 

staff paying £1 for a chromosome rather than a raffle ticket and 

student volunteers took buckets around college to collect loose 

change. All money raised went to The Education Centre for Children 

with Down Syndrome. The Lots of Socks campaign encouraged people 

to wear brightly coloured socks, mismatched socks, long socks, printed 

socks, 1 sock… even 3 socks. Numerous members of staff and students 

participated in the Lots of Socks campaign which was fantastic. The raffle 

and voluntary donations were very successful and the charity will benefit 

greatly from the money raised. The ECCDS is a charity that is committed 

to helping children with Down Syndrome and their families develop essential skills to ensure they meet their 

future with confidence. They are primarily based in Newton Aycliffe with an outreach group in Hexham. Parents 

travel from around the North East to attend the sessions which focus on enhancing the education and 

development of children with Down Syndrome through activities which target their individual learning profiles. 

The event was a great example of QE staff and students working together to promote inclusive education and 

beginning to break down societal barriers with regards to disability and learning difficulties. The fundraising event 

was a huge success with a total of £371 being raised. For more information about the charity and the work that 

they do visit www.eccds.org.uk . 

 

 Students had an informative visit from 2 members of Barnard 

Castle Rotary Club in March. Robert Hartness and George 

Brookes, who is also the Clerk for the Governors here at QE, 

came into college to talk to Project Africa students and some 

members of the Student Association about a new Aquafilter 

device and charity they are involved in. The Rotary Club have 

had experiences fundraising for, and working with, a local 

company, Safe Water Trust, who provide water filters for 

those in need in Gambia, Ghana, Kenya and Honduras. The 

Rotarians have even visited Africa where these Aquafilters 

have been donated. In the past the Aquafilters have been 

donated to small families and villages with no clean water, and very little sanitation. Rotarian Robert 

Hartness demonstrated the amazing new filtration device, in which he transformed dirty, undrinkable water 

into clear, bacteria free, drinking water. The output from the Aquafilter was tested at Newcastle University, 

using a water source massively contaminated with e coli and demonstrated categorically to be completely 

free of bacteria. The device works, as the filter membrane is just 0.02 microns or a two hundred thousandth 

of a millimetre across which is small enough to also block viruses. This talk and demonstration was 

particularly useful for those students who have been fundraising for 2 years for their expedition to Botswana 

and Zambia in June. It really opened their eyes into what the living situation, and sanitation levels will be like 

when they get out there.  

Students feel they may even raise awareness of the Aquafilter, and raise money for the charity in the 

upcoming months. The large community filter costs £250 and delivers five litres of water per minute and the 

small family one producing 1 litre per minute is £20. The Aquafilters were designed by John Griffith of 

Cleadon Rotary Club about five years ago. They are assembled in the North East by volunteers and a 

http://www.eccds.org.uk/
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Darlington company is involved too, as a charitable gesture. All parts are UK sourced. The Aquafilters need 

no power supply and are cheap and portable and come with visual instructions printed on the devices. They 

have been working in the field without any reported problems. Robert quoted an article in the Teesdale 

Mercury which described these devices as “a work of pure genius” 

 

 Peter Smith has come up with some different and exciting ways of raising 

funds for his Gap Year with Project Trust in Guyana. In March, he did a 

sponsored bungee jump from the Transporter Bridge in Middlesbrough. 

Peter is a member of the Magic Circle and, through his contacts in the 

Circle, he also organised a mentalist show at the Forum in Darlington. 

Peter explains: ‘I want to experience different cultures, travel widely and 

help others less fortunate than myself and so feel very privileged to have 

been selected by Project Trust to work with children from deprived 

backgrounds in Guyana. After my A Levels I’ll be in Guyana for a year 

teaching English and Geography in a school and I also intend to set up 

extra – curricular activities, possibly a magic club as I am a semi- 

professional magician.’ To take up his voluntary work in Guyana, Peter has 

to raise £5000. At QE, Peter is studying A Level Geography, Economics and 

Psychology. After his Gap Year, Peter will go to either Chester University 

or Northumbria University to study Geography. 

 

 Two students have been awarded places on the Rotary Club 

Youth Leadership Course. The Rotary Club asks for students to be 

nominated for the highly competitive, prestigious scheme which 

involves a week’s residential in Corbridge during the first week of 

August, with outward bound and team building activities. Sam 

Read and Connor Smith fought off strong competition to win the 

places and are looking forward to taking part in the scheme. 

Sam explains: “This summer we are going to be part of a group of 

young people aged 16 – 25 who will spend time developing 

leadership skills. It will be very interesting, bringing so many 

different people together and taking part in varied activities, 

using a wide range of skills. Activities will include climbing, problem solving, abseiling and a really testing 

survival night. I hope to develop my team work skills and my ability to work independently to solve problems 

and contribute to the challenges and situations that we will face. The week will be a valuable learning 

experience for both Connor and I.” Prior to going to the Rotary Activity Week, the students will meet their 

fellow nominees at an event in June and will then attend an awards ceremony in September. They will also 

be invited to attend the Rotarians’ lunch in the Autumn to tell the Darlington Rotary Club about their 

experiences and what they have learnt. At QE the boys are both studying AS Levels in their first year at 

College and intend to progress onto A Levels before going to University in 2014. Sam is studying Science, IT, 

Business and PE whilst Connor’s AS Levels are in Biology, Computing, Maths and PE. 

 

 

 

Laurence Job 


