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Student Association

  Formation of the QESFC Interact Club  JUNE 2016

In June 2016, plans to set up the QESFC Interact Club were discussed and the club was officially formed 
on 17 November 2016 in association with the Darlington Rotary Club. The first board meeting took place 
in September 2016, where the Interact Club’s Constitution was discussed. This outlined expectations, 
guidelines and rules that the club must follow including the expectation that the group meets twice per 
month and organises two major projects annually, one designed to serve the College or community and 
the other to promote international understanding. It also outlined the structure of the club including a 
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer plus other additional members.  It seemed appropriate 
to ask the Student Association if they wanted to get involved and they were all very keen to participate. 

In November, Lewis Maddison (President); Charlotte Ferguson (Vice President); Beth MacNamara 
(Secretary); Nathan Johnson-Small (Marketing and Environmental Coordinator); Ebony Chaplin (Health 
Coordinator) and Sarah Currie (Common Room Coordinator) attended the Annual Rotary Ball as 
representatives of the QE Interact Club, which took place at the King’s Hotel. Charlotte said,

“I thoroughly enjoyed the evening and it was great to socialise with the Rotarians and hear first-hand about all 
the amazing community work they get involved with.” 

  Macmillan coffee morning  

SEPTEMBER 2016

In September, the Student Association sold a selection of home 
baked cakes, biscuits, Malteser tiffin and Krispy Kreme doughnuts 
in the Student Common Room to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. For many years QE has taken part in the annual ‘World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning’ and it was a really successful event with 
the Krispy Kreme doughnuts selling out by lunchtime, raising 
£108.38 in total.



  Children in Need 

NOVEMBER 2016

In November, the Student Association 
held a second bake sale, this time in aid 
of Children in Need. As the Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts had sold out for the MacMillan 
coffee morning, they ordered twice as 
many to ensure there were enough to 
go round both staff and students. The 
Student Association also gave out quizzes, 
painted faces and went around College 
with donation buckets. Kate Hardy (Events Coordinator) painted Vicky Snowball’s face as Pudsey Bear to 
get the ball rolling and students could choose from a range of spot related designs. The event was very 
successful and the students thoroughly enjoyed the day raising a total of £403.68!

  Stella’s Voice shoebox appeal  DECEMBER 2016

Students entered into the spirit of Christmas by 
participating in a Christmas Shoebox Appeal for Stella’s 
Voice, a charity in Moldova. The charity’s vision is ‘to be the 
voice that speaks for the orphans of Moldova, from the 
smallest child, to the older teens’ and the appeal to provide 
Christmas gifts for boys and girls in orphanages in Moldova 
was enthusiastically supported. Tutor groups produced 
and donated over 50 shoeboxes full to the brim of clothing, 
toiletries, stationery, sweets, tinned food and toys. The 
students donated the items and wrapped the boxes in 
Christmas paper to make it feel more special, as it is often 
the only present the children receive. All of the boxes 
arrived in Moldova before Christmas and were handed out 

to the children. QE has supported this charity for many years and the Student Association always enjoy 
getting involved and promoting the appeal. 

  Charity concert  DECEMBER 2016

This year we held our first charity concert with all 
proceeds going to St Teresa’s Hospice, which is the 
Student Association/QESFC Interact Club charity 
of the year. The Student Association sold tickets 
for £1 each based on feedback from the Student 
Association meetings and they raised a fantastic £171 
for an exceptional local charity. The students performing in the concert were fantastic and the following 
bands volunteered to play; Circus Villains, Neon Waves, Cuttlefish Orchestra and Humanity Collective, 
all of which were brilliant, showcasing the outstanding musical talent we have at QE! Overall, it was an 
extremely successful event and all students involved had a brilliant time. 



  Red Nose Day  MARCH 2017

In March, the Student Association held a bake sale in the Common Room 
in aid of Red Nose Day. They also held an Easter raffle with huge Cadbury 
and Galaxy eggs and sold red/pink pick and mix sweet bags for 50p each. 
Staff and students were encouraged to wear red or the promotional T-shirts 
and Red noses were available from Reception and the Student Association 
Office. Members of the Student Association visited Extension Studies classes 
throughout the day and walked around the Common Room during lunch and 
break time with donation buckets. All together they raised £347.35, which 
was an excellent achievement. 

  Stanhope Park litter pick  APRIL 2017

QE students took part in a litter pick organised by 
Darlington Borough Council. The Park is used daily by 
students and they wanted to help keep it a place that 
all members of the community can enjoy. The Student 
Association and students involved in Project Malawi 
willingly volunteered to be a part of “Litter Free Durham’s 
BIG Spring Clean 2017.”

Armed with litter picking equipment, students and members of staff filled up bags with all manner of 
rubbish from all sorts of places, including in tree branches and under bushes. The litter pick was well 
supported with over 20 students volunteering.

  QESFC Interact Club’s first annual Charter Dinner  APRIL 2017

In April, the QESFC Interact Club held their first Charter Dinner in the College Library and Main Hall. Over 
70 guests attended the evening including the QESFC Interact Club, parents, QE students, Governors and 
staff. Guests were welcomed with drinks in the Library along with canapés, a photography exhibition 
and the Baroque Ensemble played live music. Then guests went through to the Main Hall and were 
served a beautiful two course meal. Everyone celebrated 
the achievements of the QESFC Interact Club via a video 
presentation introduced by Vicky Snowball plus speeches 
from Tim Fisher, Chris Wiper, Charlotte Ferguson (President) 
and Len Burns, the Deputy District Governor. Charlotte 
was also presented with the Chain of Arms and Charter. 
There was a raffle for guests to buy tickets and a donation 
box for St Teresa’s Hospice.  QE Music students performed 
throughout the evening and Simon Fleming (Head of 
Music) played the organ on request of Chris Wiper, which 
was excellent! The evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all 
and Roly from the Darlington Rotary Club had this to say,

“Nearly every Rotarian came up to me at last Friday’s meeting 
and said how much they enjoyed the Charter evening, talking about the entertainment and the talent at the 
College. I’ve not really had that reaction from Rotarians before and was surprised and pleased for you.”



  Student Elections MAY 2017

In a year of elections, students at QE have recently voted for a new President and Vice President 
of their Student Association.

This year’s election saw five candidates competing for the prestigious position of Student 
Association President. The candidates produced short videos to highlight their ideas and also 
took part in a hustings within College. All did superbly well, proposing changes and policies to 
enhance the student experience. The entire student body then voted to elect their President and 
Vice President.

The new President of the Student Association Executive is Isobel Joyce. QE’s new President said, 
“Running for SA President was an incredibly worthwhile experience that allowed me to learn about 
numerous aspects of campaigning and policy-making. Being elected SA President is an absolute 
honour and I’m very excited to discover what the next year will bring”.

Isobel joined QE from English Martyrs in Hartlepool and is studying Politics, Economics, History 
and English Literature and in the future she hopes to study Politics at university and work in that 
field in some capacity.

QE’s new Vice President is Tom 
Weston from Northfield. Tom is a 
Politics and Sociology student at 
QE and aims to study Sociology 
and Social Policy at university, with 
the intention to enter the world of 
Politics.

Tom added, “The election process 
was a learning experience. QE is a 
great college with great people and I 
intend to make vast improvements to 
college life.”

The President and Vice President of 
the Student Association become Governors of the College, meet regularly with the Principal and 
senior staff and, along with their Executive, organise social and charity fundraising events. Their 
leadership skills are vital in representing the views of the student body and affecting change.

Beccy Stannard, Student Services Co-ordinator, concluded, “Next year promises to be really 
exciting. Isobel and Tom seem to be passionate students who are determined to succeed. I’m very 
much looking forward to working with them”.



The Arts
 Media Studies Day  SEPTEMBER 2016

QE’s A Level Media Studies students enjoyed participating in an inspiring Music Video Study Day to 
develop their knowledge and technical skills in practical music video production. The day consisted of 
“top tips” for music video production, followed by a practical filming session where students re-created a 
Strokes music video using a multi-camera and continuous 
lighting set-up. All students had a go at performing, 
directing and operating the cameras, developing skills in 
shot composition, movement and directing. During the 
afternoon session, students engaged in a practical editing 
workshop using Adobe Premier to edit an extract of a music 
video. The event not only provided the students with an 
opportunity to enhance their performance and technical 
skills but motivated and inspired them to strive for the 
highest grade possible in their advanced media portfolio. 
They also gained a very good idea of the skills required in 
this career. Students stated that the day was fun, exciting 
and invaluable.

  The Next Beatles?  OCTOBER 2016

A group of students from QE has caused a sensation in Darlington’s twin town of Mulheim, Germany. 
Going by the name of The Circus Villains, their debut concert was compared by the local press to that of 
The Beatles when they played Hamburg in the 1960s!

They were invited by Darlington’s Town Twinning organisers to visit Mulheim and perform at the town’s 
Kulture Club Music Festival in September as part of 
Darlington’s youth exchange programme.

Drummer Bob Mackenzie, 17, said, “It was a wonderful 
experience to visit Mulheim and be involved with the Town 
Twinning Programme” and that they would “love to return”.

Alongside Bob are Matthew Fisher, 18, and Luke Taylor 
who both play guitar and share vocals. They all study 
Popular Music as well as other A levels at QE and are 
hoping to work in the music industry when they graduate.

The Circus Villains, who have been together for just a year, 
describe their music as alternative rock and say they are 
influenced by The Beatles. They write and perform their 

own material and had a single released at the end of October, followed by an EP.

Music is very much at the forefront of life at QE; the College’s Rock Choir won Darlington’s Choir of the 
Year; there is an annual “Battle of the Bands” competition every December and various music groups, 
ensembles and orchestras perform.

Vice Principal, Laurence Job said about The Circus Villains: “QE is really proud to have such fantastic, 
talented, committed students who clearly have a brilliant future ahead of them in the music industry”.



  QE students on the right tracks  NOVEMBER 2016 

In November, Popular Music students completed an exciting project with The Head of Steam Railway 
Museum in Darlington. The students were commissioned by the museum to help them raise the profile 
of the museum and Darlington’s railway heritage.

The students were asked to workshop the possibilities of recreating the famous 1964 TV recording of 
American blues stars at Chorlton Railway station on the 
museum’s 1960’s preserved railway platform.

They had to research American songs based on train 
and railway themes and prepare a live performance that 
would be filmed and then used by the museum for their 
website and promotional campaigns.

The students really enjoyed the project, developed lots of 
skills and produced an excellent video.

Please watch it below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l71Ak2ssME

  National Music Success for Simon  JANUARY 2017

Congratulations were sent to QE student, Simon Chorley, when he was 
accepted onto the highly prestigious National Youth Orchestra for 2017.

The orchestra is widely seen as the world’s greatest orchestra of teenagers 
and Simon will join 162 other teenagers from all over the country to 
perform with.

To be selected, Simon, who plays bass trombone, had to perform in several 
auditions in front of well-established professional musicians.

Simon said, “I’m really excited because I’ve never experienced playing in an orchestra as large as the NYO and 
playing in something so dynamic and powerful is going to be an amazing experience.”

Whilst at QE, Simon has developed his musical skills by playing in the College’s Big Band and Orchestra, 
which he has also conducted in various performances.

Simon has been playing the trombone since he was eight when his parents suggested he try it due to his 
love for blowing down cardboard tubes!

During 2017, Simon and the other NYO musicians will participate in three residencies, give eight major 
concerts including at the Festival Concert Hall, play live 
on BBC Radio 3, appear on Classic FM and celebrate the 
release of a new recording of “The Planets”.

After QE, Simon plans to progress to Music College and 
he has already been offered places following successful 
auditions.

Vice Principal, Laurence Job, commented, 

“We are delighted that Simon’s extraordinary musical talents 
have been recognised by the wonderful accolade of being 
accepted into the National Youth Orchestra. He has a great 
future ahead of him and we wish him every success.”



  Drama Experiences  FEBRUARY / MARCH 2017

This year, Drama students have been to see Hedda Gabler at Northern Stage in 
February as well as The Machine Stops at Northern Stage in March. Both trips were 
great preparation for a live theatre question in their written examination.

Also in March, Caroline Pearce, 
Director of Luxi who runs 
Jabberwocky Market, gave a talk 
to students about Jabberwocky Market and developing 
pop up theatre performances in Darlington. A number of 
students went on to volunteer as front of house staff for 
some of the shows and one is helping to write for a blog 
to document Jabberwocky Market’s work.

In addition, students were involved in physical and 
experimental theatre drama workshops run by Nir Paldi, 
a professional actor, writer and director and the creative 
director of Theatre Ad Infinitum, a theatre company who 
specialise in tackling social and political themes through 
experimental and challenging productions.

  Jacob BFI residential  

MARCH 2017

Budding film-maker Jacob Crow, an A Level Media and Film 
studies student at QE, beat off stiff competition to gain 
a place on the BFI Film Academy Craft Skills Residential. 
The course is delivered by the National Film and Television 
School and is a two-week residential course running over the 
Easter holidays in 2017. The scheme is open to young people from anywhere in the UK with a passion for 
filmmaking and a desire to work in the industry and Jacob secured one of only 66 places. Jacob will work 
as part of a team to make short films under the tuition of industry experts. He will attend masterclasses 
with top filmmakers and learn a craft specialism – producing. It’s a very exciting opportunity for Jacob!

Jacob commented, 

‘I think this’ll be a great experience and I’m really looking forward to it. My ambition is to eventually work in 
the film and television industry so this should prove to be a stepping stone in that direction. I’m very grateful to 
my film and media tutors for helping me with the application and all their support with my other filmmaking 
endeavours.’

Jacob’s Media Studies teacher, Nicola Naisbett said, 

“This is a fantastic opportunity and I am very proud of Jacob securing one of only 66 places. Jacob will hone his 
skills in filmmaking, and specifically producing, over the course of the residential, learning from top filmmakers 
and industry professionals. The academy will help prepare Jacob for future work in the industry and allow him 
to add to his already impressive portfolio of work”.



  Making magnificent music in Italy  MARCH 2017

28 students and 5 members of staff from QE returned from a successful trip to Tuscany, Italy, in March 
to make music. They gave three successful concerts, where audiences were highly appreciative of their 
skills and enthusiasm. The first concert was held in the residential home ‘Il Bobolino’ in Florence. The 
students then returned to this city the following day to perform at St Mark’s Anglican Church. Their final 
concert was held at St Peter’s Church in Siena. The students were warmly received at all of the concerts, 

even gaining a standing ovation at Florence. A high level 
of musicianship was shown by all students and solos were 
performed by Rachel and Fiona Todd in Bach’s double 
violin concerto and, in flute, by Flee Pybus and Naomi 
Hastings in the Arrival of the Queen of Sheba. Students 
also led the orchestra including David Dore, Lucy Lei and 
Flee Pybus.

Music is thriving at QE and four College ensembles 
took part: QE’s orchestra, baroque ensemble, rock and 
classical choirs. They performed a diverse range of music, 
including pieces by Palestrina, Bach and Handel, to film 
music and pop songs by Bastille, X-Ambassadors and 
Justin Timberlake. In addition to the concerts, students 

enjoyed visiting the Leaning Tower of Pisa, Puccini’s birthplace in Lucca, the Florentine art galleries 
and the medieval town of San Gimignano. Student David Dore, who conducted the College orchestra, 
commented “It was a fantastic experience. I made some great friends and I can’t wait for our next trip.”

Simon Fleming, QE’s Head of Music, added “As well as providing students with the opportunity to form and 
reinforce relationships with their peers, the tour enabled them to work together to produce high quality music 
that was very well-received. They did themselves and QE proud.”

The next trip, planned for March 2018, will be to Barcelona.

The College’s annual Big Band Concert took place in March, supported this year by the 
Baroque Ensemble. The Baroque Ensemble also played at the recent Rotary Club and  

QE Interact Club Charter Dinner held at the College. 

Individual students have done well this year and we value the contribution of all our 
musicians. Special recognition goes to Flee Pybus, who came first in the solo piano and 
piano recital categories at the Eskdale Musical Festival. Fiona and Rachel Todd are also 
involved with folk music outside of the College, performing in the group Cream Tees.  

Simon Chorley, one of the students who conducts the College orchestra, was admitted into 
the National Youth Orchestra.  

All in all, this has been a highly successful year for Music at QE, with next year including a 
concert tour to Barcelona looking highly promising.



Humanities

  Brain Day at QE  NOVEMBER 2016

QE Psychology and Biology students enjoyed a “Brain Day” 
workshop in November with Dr Guy Sutton (Associate 
Professor in the psychiatry department at Nottingham 
University). It was a fast-paced, interactive day taking 
students on a whistle-stop tour of current research in 
psychology and neuroscience. They also participated in the 
dissection of a sheep’s brain.  Students described the day as 
“inspirational” and “amazing”.  Dr Sutton was very impressed 
with the calibre of our students, saying that he was able to 
cover more than he usually does because of our student’s 
ability to maintain concentration and the level of questions 
they posed to him.

  Lessons from Auschwitz  NOVEMBER 2016

Four QE students have just returned from a very moving visit to Auschwitz. The College’s History 
department organises participation for two to four students on the Lessons from Auschwitz Project each 
year. The students awarded a place on this year’s project were George Lonsdale, Rebecca Carr, Aden Paul 
and Chloe Umpleby and they were accompanied by History teacher, James Stubbs. The project has 4 
stages. First is an orientation seminar in Newcastle, where students have the opportunity to speak with 
a holocaust survivor and discuss the implications of visiting such a place as Auschwitz. The second stage 
is the one-day visit to 3 sites in Poland: the old Jewish quarter of the old town, Auschwitz 1 and finally 
Auschwitz 2. Thirdly, students are asked to attend a debrief seminar where they have the opportunity to 
discuss the visit and confirm their follow up activities. The final stage is for them to spread the knowledge 
and understanding they have learned from participating in the trip. This year, the QE students presented 
to the College’s History Club, spoke with students at Sedgefield Community College and participated in 
the Holocaust Memorial Day events.

The benefits to the students were many. They gained a much more personal account/experience of what 
happened at Auschwitz which, whilst harrowing, provides 
a deeper understanding of the atrocities committed.

Reflecting on his visit, George commented, 

“Auschwitz serves as a physical reminder of the extremes of 
human nature.” 

Chloe and Aden added, “The first thing that struck us about 
Auschwitz was its scope. Only by visiting the site could we 
have known the sheer scale of the mass murder committed. 
Society is ever more in danger of slipping backwards into this 
madness. This is certainly an experience which will resonate 
with us for life.”

The students were given the chance to network with other history students from around the region 
while participating on this project. Such teamwork, especially when planning and delivering events to 
cascade what they have learned from the Lessons from Auschwitz project, also effectively developed the 
students’ employability and personal skills.



  QE students quizzed top politician over Brexit  DECEMBER 2016

A Level Politics students from QE attended a special event hosted by 
Darlington Labour Party in December featuring Sir Keir Starmer QC, the 
Shadow Secretary of State for Britain’s Exit from the EU.

Speaking to a packed audience as part of a whistle-stop tour of the region, 
the leading Labour politician took questions for an hour, many of which 
came from QE students who found the event riveting and enlightening.

Questions on a broad range of issues from a second referendum, Scotland, the issue of right populism 
in politics and the local consequences of Brexit were all asked and discussed. Sir Starmer’s answers to 

the questions discussed provided an 
informative perspective on many issues 
in modern British society and politics, 
particularly issues pertaining to Brexit.

First year Politics student Isobel Joyce 
commented, 

“Sir Keir Starmer’s visit was not only a 
thoroughly interesting and informative 
experience, but also a great opportunity 
for QE’s students to actively participate in 
and engage with real politics outside the 
classroom.”

  QE’s future politicians grill Darlington MP  DECEMBER 2016 

Politics, Citizenship and Sociology students from QE had the opportunity to give Darlington’s MP, Jenny 
Chapman, a good grilling when she visited the College and agreed to answer any questions they might 
have. Around 150 students saw Jenny field a wide range of questions, including several on Brexit, about 
which she now speaks for the Labour Front Bench as Shadow Minister for Britain’s Exit from the European 
Union.

Students were treated to an hour-long Q&A session where incisive questions from students threw a 
spotlight onto a range of topics including Brexit, the future of the Labour party and the role of an MP.

Jenny was candid in her responses as students pressed her on questions such as whether Labour could 
win a future election and the threat posed to the party, following recent by-elections, by the Liberal 
Democrats and UKIP.   Students also posed a range of 
questions about the Labour leadership and the legacy that 
had been left by Tony Blair.

Student Kieron Warren comments, 

“Students were as impressed with Jenny’s responses as she was 
with their sharp questioning. We were particularly grateful that, 
at the end of the event, Jenny took time to answer students’ 
individual queries. We look forward to seeing her back at QE 
soon.”

The College is very grateful to Jenny who visits QE regularly 
and always enjoys debating with our students; some of 
whom might be the politicians of the future.



  Royal Armouries  DECEMBER 2016

In December, History students from QE visited the Royal Armouries 
Museum in Leeds. The trip was open to students studying either 
Modern or Tudor History (first or second year) and 44 students 
took part in all - 22 Modern History students and 22 Tudor History 
students. The visit included a ‘hands on’ seminar examining historical 
objects from some of the periods the students cover as part of their  
A Level course.

  QE’s Historians Battle it Out          DECEMBER 2016

Eleven teams enjoyed competing against one another in QE’s annual 
History Christmas Quiz. Teams of up to four QE History students were 
invited to take part in the quiz, which featured historical knowledge 
rounds, a picture round and a music round. This year’s event was a 
great success with a team calling themselves ‘Banter Claus’ winning 
the competition and receiving four £5 book vouchers. There were 
prizes for the top three teams. 

  Psychology Visit  JANUARY 2017

In January, 40 Psychology students participated in an overnight trip 
to London. They visited Bethlem Museum of the Mind located in the 
grounds of Bethlem Royal Mental Hospital, went to see Matilda the 
Musical, then visited London Zoo to take part in a Clinical Hypnosis 
workshop lead by John Clifford, who works in London Zoo’s “friendly 
spider” program. 

  Holocaust Memorial Day  FEBRUARY 2017

QE’s A Level Citizenship students organised an informative event in the Main Hall to commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Day. They ran several stalls that provided leaflets and flyers on the Holocaust, but 
also the mass genocides, which have taken place in countries such as Rwanda and Syria, in addition to 
hate crime in general. Jess Wainwright, who studies Citizenship and who collated students’ evaluation 
forms commented: “The students are really engaging with the materials offered. They’re taking the 
information leaflets and saying that they’ve learnt a lot on their evaluations”.

During lunchtime, the students also held a brief ceremony 
in which QE’s Sharifah Rahman, who has campaigned 
extensively against hate crime and who was named Young 
Citizen of the Year at the Best of Darlington Awards last 
year, spoke about the importance of remembering these 
atrocities that continue to affect millions of people today. 
QE students who visited Auschwitz as part of the Lessons 
from Auschwitz Project also gave their thoughts on the 
day and reflected on the emotions they felt when entering 
the camp in October. The ceremony concluded with a 
minute’s silence and the lighting of candles to honour the 
victims of the Holocaust. Student Owen Dickinson added: 
‘The Holocaust is an event we need to learn about to ensure 

something so catastrophic doesn’t happen again’.

Head of A Level Citizenship, Joy Colthup, concluded: ‘Students have put a lot of effort into organising this 
event. Hopefully this will encourage them to try and look for ways in which we can have a more equal and 
fairer society’.



  Washington DC  MARCH 2017

In the beginning of February this year, twenty-four Politics students 
travelled to Washington DC for a trip of a lifetime to visit places and 
people at the heart of their A Level study.

A Level Politics student Holly Swinbank wrote:

“Soon after President Donald Trump’s inauguration, twenty-four QE 
students were lucky enough to go on a college trip to Washington. 
Shortly after arriving, we took a quick walk down to the White House and 
surprisingly, the Presidential cars drove past and we actually saw a glimpse of Donald Trump! Throughout 
the week we saw the political sights of Washington, including listening to bills being debated and passed in 
the Senate and the House of Representatives and we even got to meet with important pressure groups such 
as the National Abortion Federation and Common Cause to learn more about the political activities of the 
capital of America. Furthermore, we saw a lot of American history during our 43 miles of walking including the 
Washington Monument; Lincoln Memorial and many of the important historical monuments to Presidents 
and 20th century events to get an insight into the short, but hectic, history of the US. Throughout the trip we 
embraced the American lifestyle by frequently taking the underground metro and going to classic American 
burger joints. Overall, it was an excellent trip.”

Students were able to spot famous political faces whilst on the visit, including the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, Paul Ryan. They were also able to benefit from having exclusive access to leading 
pressure group personnel, gaining insights into the workings of the US political system that will be 
invaluable when it comes to their summer exams.

Staying in the heart of the 
political capital’s Foggy 
Bottom area, students could 
also live like Washingtonians, 
visiting local bookstores and 
eating locally too.  It was 
also a chance to learn more 
about American history and 
culture, visiting the Museum 
of American History, the Air 
and Space Museum and the 
National Holocaust Museum.

Second year student Nadia 
Bellas said, “The best part 
of the trip was talking to the 
people who ran the pressure 
groups [Common Cause and 

National Abortion Federation]. It was really enlightening to talk to the people who are doing the things we are 
studying”.  Mia Palleschi added, “My favourite part was being in the Senate and the House of Representatives.  
They were talking and making decisions about the things we’re looking at in class.”



  QE Politics students at historic day in Parliament  APRIL 2017 

Politics students from QE made their annual visit to 
Parliament on the same day that Theresa May gave a 
statement to Parliament about the triggering of Article 50.  
Students were confronted with the challenges of modern 
politics in Britain as soon as they exited Westminster 
Underground, where they saw flowers laid in Parliament 
Square in tribute to those killed in the previous week’s terror 
attack.

The group spent time spotting famous news anchors among 
the ranks of media on College Green before taking a tour of the Palace of Westminster with Cliff, our 
entertaining Parliamentary guide. Our budding politicians of the future were able to stand among the 
red benches of the House of Lords and consider the role played in recent weeks by the Upper House. 
Student Kieron Warren commented, “Seeing and hearing about the work of the House of Lords really 
brought it to life.”

Then it was time to talk politics.  Former QE students, Josh Newton and Katie Weston, now both working 
as Parliamentary researchers, told the current students about how Politics had helped them find 
fascinating work in the real business of decision-making. The main event of the day was a one-hour 
session of questions and answers with Darlington MP Jenny Chapman, who very generously gave up 
her time at an especially busy period, given her position as Shadow Minister for Brexit. As usual, she 
gave excellent value, responding to our students’ questions with candour and a willingness to engage 
in debate.  Over the course of the session the discussion ranged from whether Labour failed to oppose 
Brexit, to the challenges for Labour’s leadership and to her views on drugs policy, Darlington’s hospital 
and the surveillance of Whatsapp. Chris Hewins, one of the Politics students, said “It was great to talk to 
Jenny Chapman about the things we’ve been studying in class.”

Leaving Parliament, students had the opportunity to have an impromptu chat and photo-opportunity 
with political legend, Dennis Skinner MP.  “He was inspiring”, said first year student Michael Horner.  A 
short walking tour, taking in a quick peek at Downing Street, Whitehall’s offices of state, and the street 
performers in Leicester Square rounded off the day before taking the train home for a journey which 
was marked by heated political debate.

  Hartlepool Maritime Museum  APRIL 2017

In April, 13 Modern History students visited the Hartlepool 
Maritime Museum. Part of the visit included a workshop 
session on the history of the Royal Navy and a guided tour of 
the Trincomalee, Britain’s oldest warship afloat. Second year 
Modern History students look at the development of the Royal 
Navy as part of their study of the British Empire from 1763-
1914.

History Club has met several times this year. In September we asked the question, ‘What have 
the Romans ever done for us?’ and in October, QE teacher Steve Regan demonstrated an app 

which allowed us to take a virtual tour of Piercebridge Roman fort as it looked in Roman times. 
In November, a History lecturer from Teesside University talked about the biggest rebellion of 

the Tudor period, the Pilgrimage of Grace (this talk was relevant to A2 Tudor History coursework). 
There have been two History Club meetings in 2017 - a talk on the Lessons from Auschwitz Project 

in February and a guest speaker talked about the history of the Channel Islands in the March 
meeting. For our March Open Evening, we liaised with the Head of Steam Museum in Darlington 

to put together an extensive display of historical objects. 



Languages and Literature
  A class above   OCTOBER 2016

Former QE student Liam Innis not only graduated with a first class 
honours degree in Modern Languages, but also had his linguistic 
talent recognised by Newcastle University. Liam was awarded prizes 
for Academic Excellence – the best marks in the year and distinctions 
in French, German & Spanish – as well as ‘Contribution to School Life’ 
as Vice-President of the Modern Languages Society. One of his French 
professors was so impressed that she submitted one of his essays 
on French Feminism to an academic journal and for another prize! Liam also had the honour of being 
chosen as the Student Orator, giving the closing speech at the degree ceremony.

Liam enjoyed a busy life during his four years at Newcastle. In addition to his studies, he had countless 
enriching and exciting experiences that would have been impossible without Languages. He took 
opportunities during the summer holidays to work as an Au Pair in Vienna; had an internship with the EU 
in Luxembourg; studied in Dresden in Germany and Montpellier in France and, of course, travelled and 
met people from all over the world. During his third year abroad he worked for 6 months in education 
journalism in Berlin and taught English for 6 months in Peru. He’s currently working as a tour guide 
in Italy to add Italian to his portfolio. He’ll then travel to South America to work with a sustainable 
development charity, EcoSwell and to learn Portuguese in Brazil.

Liam commented: “Languages have got me where I am today and I really have my teachers at QE to thank. 
I couldn’t be where I am without their help and support – what I learnt with them continues to teach me day 
after day!” Head of MFL, Louise Nicholson, said: “What a privilege it has been to have contributed something 
to this wonderful young man with such a bright future ahead of him. We are so proud.”

  “Just read, read and read”    APRIL 2017

Three of the most gifted and enthusiastic first year English Literature 
students from QE have been inspired by a study day at Oxford 
University’s English faculty. Competition for these places was stiff 
but Beth Petterson, Holly Westgarth-Graham and Jill Alanguilan all 
impressed in their written applications with their enthusiasm as well as 
their academic success so far.

The visit involved lectures from Oxford English professors and a mock 
interview, which helped to dispel a lot of student myths about Oxbridge and the interview process. All 
three students were impressed by how down to earth, friendly and enthusiastic the staff were and by 
how many of the student guides came from comprehensive schools. Beth commented, “I would never 
have thought Oxford was achievable for me, but I am now seriously considering applying.” As the professor in 
charge of admissions pointed out, “We’re not looking for right or wrong answers in interviews, just interested 
students who relish conversations about books. The only way to guarantee not getting in is not to apply!”

Cressida Eastwell, English teacher at QE who took the students, said: “I was so proud of our students and 
the excitement with which they discussed some of the ideas raised in the lectures. This was noticed by one 
lecturer whom I overheard commenting to a colleague on ‘an interesting group of girls from the North’!”

“If you want to read English at Oxford or anywhere else, just read, read and read,” advised Professor Lucinda 
Ramsay.  Back at QE, this visit inspired more students to join the College’s reading group and Holly to set 
up another informal one of her own.

QE has an excellent tradition of helping students to secure places at Oxford or Cambridge universities so 
these three English students would be in very good company if they do decide to pursue this route. We 
wish them every success!



Maths, Business and Computing

  Cyber Security Experience  

NOVEMBER 2016

In November, the Computer Science department took 31  
first and second students to Bradford University. 

The purpose of the visit was to gain experience of a university environment through a tour of their 
Computer Science campus and facilities. Students also took part in a practical activity based around the 
university’s ethical hacking course, learning how to use covert skills to crack basic network security. 

The visit was enjoyed by staff and students alike, helping to raise students’ aspirations and awareness of 
the rapidly expanding internet security industry.

  Grade Booster Session in Newcastle   NOVEMBER 2016

A group of Business Studies students were taken to a Business Grade Booster session organised by 
Tutor2u in Newcastle.  The day was highly informative providing students with the opportunity to revisit 
work completed in the first year consolidating their understanding of 
topic areas and exam techniques.  Led by experienced examiners, the day 
was very informative with students being provided with a comprehensive 
revision session including a business booklet and downloadable materials.

  Business and Economics London visit  MARCH 2017

The Business and Economics department organised a two-day visit to London in March. During the two-
day trip, students toured the Fullers Griffin Brewery, (home of the popular London Pride Ale) learning 
about their production facilities, looking at the brewing process, quality control and marketing. This was 
a great learning experience for students as they said, “I didn’t realise manufacturing could be so clean and 
environmentally friendly.  I have seen corporate social responsibility in action”. “I have really got a sense of 
what batch production is and how it works”.

Students experienced the West End Show ‘Kinky Boots’, a musical based on the true story of a firm facing 
closure and job losses.  The story shows how a business changed its product and marketing strategy to 
capture a new niche market segment. The show, Olivier Award winner for best new musical 2016, was 
highly entertaining and educational covering both business topics and the wider curriculum. In the 
students’ own words; “Now I know why you wanted us to come and watch this show, it’s all about business” 
and “I really didn’t think I was going to enjoy it, but it was great - the best part of today”.

On day two, students visited the Bank of England museum where they were able to research the 
historical development of the Bank and its role in developing commerce in the UK and learn about notes, 
coins and the money supply through the Bank’s interactive displays.  Students completed various tasks, 
“I’ve managed to control inflation by altering interest rates and I only needed to use QE (quantitative easing) 
once”. “Did you know that a Goldsmiths note was the first type of bank note used?”



This was followed by a highly informative guided tour of London’s Financial District; the role of the ‘Great 
Twelve Livery Companies of the City of London’ in the development of commerce and trade; seeing 
the Shard, the Walkie Talkie, Cheese-grater and the Lloyds Building; visiting the Guild Hall Museum and 
various business landmarks in the Square Mile.  The tour raised aspirations, as several students said, “I 
really want to come and work in finance in The City”.

  Industry workshops with the BBC  APRIL 2017

In April, nine IT students took part in a series of workshops at Teesside University delivered by the BBC to 
help raise students’ aspirations and awareness of the creative digital industry. The workshops included: 
The BBC Blue Room, a consumer technology lab with an expert media technology demonstration 
team who showcased the new and exciting ways in which audiences are 
consuming and creating content; a session from BBC News Labs, who come 
up with new and exciting digital ideas for reporting BBC News; the BBC 
Academy presented a workshop about social media, content and personal 
branding on how to use blogging, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram and LinkedIn 
to build personal brands, kick-start your creative journey, network yourself into the perfect job and finally 
BBC Make it Digital presented a session aimed at getting students truly excited about digital creativity. 

These workshops follow on from an earlier IT activity in conjunction with Teesside University when Jo 
Noble, a lecturer from the University, presented a series of sessions for all students on the IT Cambridge 
Technicals, explaining the various careers in the IT industry. 

 



Science, Sport & Leisure
  Ex. QE Student Zoe Lee ready for Rio  AUGUST 2016

Members of staff at QE were thrilled to wish ex-QE student 
Zoe Lee the best of luck for her participation in the Rio 
Olympics. Zoe, from Richmond in North Yorkshire, competed 
in the women’s eights in rowing where she is the boat’s 
“stroke”. This is an extremely important position as it’s her job 
to set the stroke rate and rhythm for the rest of the crew to 
follow.

Whilst at QE, Zoe gained excellent A level results in Biology, 
Geography, Geology and P.E.  They were so impressive that 
she earned a place at Oxford University to study Geography. 
It was whilst at Oxford that Zoe began to row and, after 
considerable hard work and dedication, she has gained her 
place in the Olympic team.

Zoe and the rest of her team won silver in the women’s eights rowing in Rio. Whilst in Rio, Zoe also 
learned that she has achieved her PhD! Double celebration! Congratulations Zoe.

  Olympic Talent Recruitment  AUGUST 2016

QE student Luke Stockdale was selected to attend a Phase 1 Olympic Talent 
Assessment Event in the search for Britain’s next crop of Olympic champions! 
Luke successfully applied for the Discover Your Power talent recruitment 
campaign.
Luke, who is studying A Level PE, Maths and Physics at QE, said:
“I won my place for Track Cycling, Skeleton and Sprint Kayaking purely because 
of my physical profile. I have no experience in any of these sports but am 
extremely excited about it all. It’s a fantastic opportunity.”
Paul Carroll, QE’s Sports Development Co-ordinator, added:
“Congratulations to Luke on his selection for a Discover Your Power Phase 1 
Talent Assessment Event. Competing at the Olympic Games is an achievement 

most athletes only dream of and participating in this assessment is an excellent chance for Luke to explore his 
Olympic potential. We hope he is selected for one of the sports and look forward to any future success he may 
have. Well done, Luke!”

  Talented Athlete SEPTEMBER 2016

QE student, Max Clyde, is a talented athlete combining his rigorous 
academic studies with a strict training regime to excel in his chosen 
sport of fencing. Earlier this year, Max finished 16th in the British Youth 
Championships in the U18 Sabre competition – a first rate achievement. 
Max, who has been fencing for 4 years, is a member of Street Swords at the 
Dolphin Centre and also trains at Lazlo’s at Durham University.
Max fences for enjoyment but is determined to do the best he can and 
improve his performance.
At QE Max is studying Further Maths, Physics and History and hopes to 
progress to University to read Physics.



  All the fun of the fair!     SEPTEMBER 2016
Earlier in the year, QE’s second year Travel and Tourism students took part 
in an educational and fun trip to Lightwater Valley near Ripon in North 
Yorkshire. To help them with their studies, they received a talk from the 
attraction’s Sales Manager about the various aspects of his job, the roles 
of other members of staff at the theme park and an explanation of how 
such a popular tourist destination is run. The talk really gave the students 
an excellent insight into a career in the tourism industry. After the talk, the 
students then enjoyed experiencing the rides, a fun way to start the new term.  
They even bumped into ex QE student Adam Taylor who, in his red uniform, was 
operating the rides for a holiday job before he went off to university in York.

  Dance Masterclass     SEPTEMBER 2016 
Hannah Mattinson left QE after studying A Levels two years ago following 
a competitive audition process to secure a place at the prestigious 
London Contemporary Dance School. Hannah recently came back into 
College to lead a brilliant masterclass for Woodham Dance Academy. 
The girls worked with Hannah on a contemporary routine, enhancing 
their dance techniques and sharpening their performance. The session 
took place in QE’s state of the art dance studio and is a result of QE and 
Woodham Academy PE departments forging a closer collaborative link.
Lisa Marie Robinson who attended the masterclass said, “It was a brilliant 
experience for me. The choreography was very technical and a good challenge.  
All the girls learned so much from Hannah and had a great time.”
Hannah, who is now into her third year at the renowned dance school, commented,
“It was a pleasure to work with such a talented bunch of dancers. I was really impressed with the girls’ skill 
levels and teamwork. I had an amazing time at QE and am so glad to see dance in College and the local 
schools thriving so well. Dancers always achieve well in A Level PE at QE and, after working with these girls, I 
am sure that tradition will continue in the future.”

  Alps Adventure      OCTOBER 2016 
A Level Geology students at QE enjoyed an exciting week long fieldtrip to the European Alps. The aim of 
the trip was to study the landscape and geological evolution of one of the world’s great glaciated fold 
mountain belts. They also participated in a number of thrilling adventure activities, including rock and ice 
climbing and trekking across a glacier at the summit of the Mont Blanc range.
The Alps were created by the collision of the European and African continental plates between 35 and 5 
million years ago and are the highest mountains in Western Europe. Such provinces are an integral part 
of the A Level Geology course and students at QE have the opportunity to investigate these landscapes 
in person. During the trip, students trekked 1000 metres up a mountain to the famous icefall on Glacier 
d’ Argentiere, France; travelled on a cable car to the 3842m high summit of the Aiguille du Midi and 
explored the high mountainous terrain around Lac d’ Emosson in Switzerland. But the undoubted 

highlight of the excursion was trekking across the summit ice cap of Mont Blanc 
Massif. The staff and students travelled up to the ice cap on the Skyway cable 

car, which ascends 2200m from the Courmayeur valley on the Italian side of 
the mountain. After kitting up with crampons and ice axes the students 
were led by a team of experienced mountaineers across crevassed 
glaciers to the summit of Petit Flambeau, from where they enjoyed 
stunning views of the mountains.
Ed Anderson, trip leader and Head of Geology at QE commented,

“The trip not only provided a valuable learning opportunity to study 
mountains and glaciers at first hand but it was also great fun and created many 

lifelong memories”.



  Rock Climbing at QE  NOVEMBER 2016

QE students enjoyed getting involved in the College’s Rock 
Climbing club, where they had the benefit of one to one tuition, 
free access to the rock climbing facility (Rock Antics in Newton 
Aycliffe) and a free mini bus journey to and from the venue.

The club went from strength to strength with nearly 30 regular 
members attending sessions and enjoying this recreational 
activity.  

Rock climbing has many great benefits to the students who 
participated regularly, including key employability skills such as 
problem solving, communication, team building and so much 
more.  Exercise such as rock climbing has also been proven to 
relieve stress, increase confidence and self-esteem as well as 
offering a huge amount of physical benefits.

  Penguin Project  DECEMBER 2016

QE’s Travel and Tourism students enjoyed a visit to 
Stanhope Barrington Primary School in Weardale to 
complete an event management unit as part of their 
course.  The students worked with 36 reception students 
and delivered a day of activities based around Christmas 
and penguins. The students planned, resourced and 
delivered the session, to the delight of the young children.  
Activities included Christmas card making, snowman 
cakes and penguin decorations.  The students worked 
together as a fabulous team and the children had a 
brilliant day.

Teacher Carol Stidwell said:

“This is a link that has been built up over a number of years and the pupils look forward to the QE students 
visiting.  QE always produce an excellent event and it’s a highlight of our year.”

  Centre for Life “Inside Out”  DECEMBER 2016

QE’s Travel and Tourism students were amazed when they visited 
the Centre for Life in Newcastle.  

The purpose of the visit was to investigate customer service and 
gain an understanding of how the facility meets the needs of 
different customer groups.  

Whilst there, the students viewed the ‘Inside Out’ animal 
exhibition, which allowed them to view the physical make up 
of animals such as elephants and giraffes from the inside. They 
then skated on the ice rink at the centre, where a few bumps and 
bruises were collected.



  Raveminton  DECEMBER 2016 

In December, the QE Move More team and Citizenship students came together 
to run a Raveminton event for charity.  Over 30 students played Badminton in 
the dark with UV lights and shuttles, had fun, got active and raised money.  

  Wonder-ful students  DECEMBER 2016 

In December, QE’s Leisure Studies students enjoyed working with younger pupils at Dunn Street Primary 
School in Jarrow. As part of their course, the QE students have to carry out an event management 

unit.  In order to do this, they looked at healthy lifestyle 
but through the theme of Alice in Wonderland, to fit in 
with the school’s programme of learning.  The students 
produced a range of activities including Mad Hatter hat 
making, a study unit on healthy eating – what should Alice 
eat – along with a range of other activities. The students 
produced all of the resources needed and delivered the 
activities as part of a team.

QE student Josh Brown commented, “I didn’t realise quite 
how much work goes into organising an event. However, 
I really enjoyed working with the children and they also 
seemed to enjoy the activities we planned”.

  Spectroscopy in a Suitcase  DECEMBER 2016

In December, second year Chemistry students welcomed Dr Peter Hoare from the University of Newcastle 
back to QE for the second time when he brought the Royal Society of Chemistry ‘Spectroscopy in a 

Suitcase’ apparatus into College. The students took part in 
a scenario where they took on the role of the scientist who 
analysed samples of drugs found in the possession of four 
Russian athletes. The students had the opportunity to see 
a working NMR spectrometer (the same apparatus used 
in MRI scanners) and to interpret the spectra produced, 
allowing the identification of the drugs. This proved 
to be an excellent opportunity to see the application 
of techniques studied as part of A Level Chemistry. 
Additionally, the students were able to analyse the sample 
of aspirin they had prepared themselves earlier in the year 
to determine its purity, using infra-red spectroscopy.

  Enjoying Edinburgh  DECEMBER 2016

QE’s Travel and Tourism students visited Edinburgh for an 
overnight stay, which they organised themselves as part 
of their event management unit.  The event included a 
city tour, a visit to Edinburgh Zoo and Edinburgh Castle, 
along with a trip to the cinema during the evening.  The 
students acted as guides during the day and everyone had 
a thoroughly good time.

Student Jake Ramsey said, “It has been a great visit, but 
planning something as simple as a day and night away 
with activities takes a lot of doing. However, I have loved 
doing it and really enjoyed the trip.”



 Discovering Darlington  
DECEMBER 2016

In December, all first year geography students took part in a full day’s urban fieldwork in 
Darlington, where they collected data on various aspects of urban landuse across the whole 

town. Working in small groups, they explored opportunities for their individual  
4000-word investigation and reinforced ideas learnt in the classroom.   

  Looking at lasers  JANUARY 2017

In January, 140 A Level Physics students from QE enjoyed a thrilling hands-on workshop on high 
intensity lasers and their uses, delivered by Dr Kate Lancaster from the University of York. Dr Lancaster 
explained how the use of lasers has evolved massively in the last 60 years, from initially being introduced 
as a ‘solution looking for a problem’, to today occupying 
an important place in everyday life, with the average 
household possessing at least three laser based appliances. 
On a wider scale, she talked about ultra-intense lasers in 
medicine, industry and digital communications and also how 
physicians can use them to reproduce conditions occurring 
at the heart of a black hole or from the birth of the universe, 
creating some of the most extreme conditions possible. 
Students then had the opportunity to practise using these 
lasers themselves, experiencing first-hand how powerful 
they can be.

Physics student Holly Westgarth-Graham described the 
lecture as ‘highly interesting’, adding that it was really 
encouraging to see a woman in Physics. Joe Heselton, another A Level Physicist, explained: ‘It really was 
an eye-opening experience. To discover that lasers are used for so much more than just DVD players is truly 
fascinating”.

Brian Wardle, Head of A Level Physics at QE, described the day as a huge success, “Our students had a 
fantastic time and a gained a real insight into the practical world of Physics and how laser technology is 
driving Physics and scientific research forward”. 

Following her visit to QE, Dr Lancaster later tweeted that she had thoroughly enjoyed herself and was 
impressed by the number of QE students studying A Level Physics.

Dr. Kate Lancaster, University of York  



  Chantal wins top prize at Big Bang Competition  MARCH 2017

QE’s Chantal Goulder has been crowned winner of 
the Senior science category at The Big Bang UK Young 
Scientists & Engineers Fair.

The amazing young student impressed 
the judges with her project, which is an 
investigation into the charge-transfer 
states in organic donor-
acceptor molecules, 
directly relevant to organic 
LEDs, which are used in 
the latest generation of televisions. Chantal’s project was 
scored by expert judges and they provided the following 
feedback on her work:

“The theory behind this project (CT states and OLEDs) is particularly hard and the ability of the young 
scientist to understand it is really remarkable, and this can be clearly understood by the report which provides 
a detailed but clear explanation of the various concepts. The results really guide the reader through the 
comprehension and the understanding of the project’s outcomes.”

Chantal was chosen from over 600 finalists in The Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers 
Competition after pitching her idea to a panel of judges including celebrity engineers including Bake 
Off’s Andrew Smith and TV presenter Jason Bradbury. The Big Bang Competition is an annual contest 
designed to recognise and reward young people’s achievements in all areas of science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM), as well as helping them build skills and confidence in project-based work. 
Congratulating Chantal, Paul Jackson, Chief Executive of EngineeringUK which organises The Big Bang 
Competition said: “It’s easy to see why this idea stood out to the judges. Congratulations to Chantal – not only 
for her exciting new ideas but for showcasing them to crowds of people at The Fair.”

“This glimpse into the mind of a scientist and inventor of tomorrow promises great things for the future.”

Laurence Job, Vice Principal at QE, commented: “Chantal thoroughly deserves to have her achievements 
and abilities recognized in this way. Her teachers are always in awe of her talents and her absolute dedication, 
drive and commitment to excelling in whatever she sets out to achieve. She is an exemplary student who will 
have many future successes.”

Chantal has been offered a place to read Natural Sciences at Cambridge University next year and, in her 
first year at QE, she achieved all A grades in her AS levels in Biology, Chemistry, Maths and Physics.

  Geography in action                                 MARCH 2017

In March, over 200 Geography students visited the Lake District on residential 
fieldwork, which is now an integral part of the new  
A Level specification. 

The students spent three days in the western lakes experiencing a variety of 
different practical data collection exercises ranging from urban environments 
to rivers and sand dunes. The students then had the opportunity to process 
the data during evening classes led by staff.  This is an essential part of the 
course and prepares the students for the geographical skills exam in the old 
specification and the individual coursework element in the new specification 
that new first year students have started this year. Students always enjoy the 
experience and it was an opportunity for them to develop wider friendships, 
as well as experience practical geography outside the classroom. It was also a 
fantastic opportunity to develop and enhance employability skills. Students 
planned certain aspects of the fieldwork experience in advance and worked 
alongside each other in a hazardous outdoor environment.

During the trip students used their initiative, considered aspects of health and 
safety, completed work under pressure and solved complex problems, all of 
which are essential skills within the workplace.  



  These girls certainly can!  APRIL 2017

Emily Attwood and Anna Johnson, students at QE, will be channelling all of their 
energies into persuading other young women to become more physically active. Emily 
and Anna applied for the “This Girl Can” Student Ambassador Programme and were 
successful, becoming two of only seventy ambassadors spread across the country.

“This Girl Can” is a celebration of active women who are 
doing their thing no matter how well they do it, how 
they look or even how red their face gets. Funded by The 
National Lottery and developed by Sport England, the 
campaign wants to help women overcome the fear of 
judgement that is stopping too many women and girls 
from joining in.  In order to promote this within further 
education colleges, Association of Colleges Sport and “This 
Girl Can” setup a series of festivals around the country and 
also a “This Girl Can” Student Ambassador Programme.

Emily and Anna arranged to take some QE students to the 
“This Girl Can” Festival at York College which consisted of 

Zumba, Power Hooping, Skateboarding and UV Badminton.  The event has inspired Emily and Anna to set 
up a “This Girl Can” Lacrosse club which will be held every Monday after College.

  Sports fun day  APRIL 2017 

A2 Sport and Leisure students at QE spread some Easter 
fun by organising an Easter themed sports activity day 
for Dean Street Primary School at Ferryhill.  The purpose 
of the day was to inspire the children to think about the 
importance of sport and a healthy lifestyle.  The day was 
action packed, with a range of team games organised 
to fill the day including the bunny hop relay and a giant 
Easter egg hunt. The students did all of the planning, and 
ensured the day ran smoothly.  A warm thank you was 
received from the headteacher who congratulated the 
students on their professionalism.

Nathan Bridger, a QE student, said “It was great fun. We all really enjoyed it, but it has shown us what hard 
work it is to be a teacher and how difficult event planning is. But it was definitely worth the effort.”

  Go wild                               APRIL 2017

QE’s AS Sport and Leisure students challenged themselves  
by taking part in an outdoor activity day at Beamish Wild in 
County Durham.

Beamish Wild provides a range of activities to challenge 
students to overcome fears and anxieties and develop new 
skills. The students were involved in a range of team building 
and trust activities.

The purpose of the visit was to complete the outdoor 
activities element of their course and saw the students 
completing an aerial ropes course; camp craft activities; archery and a range of teamwork tasks.

Nancy Wall, Head of Leisure and Tourism, commented: “Beamish is a superb facility, with staff providing a 
range of activities that truly challenge students. Often it is the students you least expect who surprise you and 
excel at these kinds of activities.”



  QE’s sports stars hope to shine at  APRIL 2017 
      National Championships
The 39th AoC Sport National Championships took place over 
the weekend of 21-23 April at the University of Nottingham. 
The Championships are a celebration of competitive sport 
in colleges, providing recognition, enjoyment and a unique 
opportunity for students to compete. The competition was held 
over three days in fourteen sports with over 1,800 participants 
from colleges across the country. 

Twelve students from QE qualified for the finals after competing in the regional round in November.  Each 
team and individual athlete then formed part of a regional team with three students from QE travelling 
to Nottingham. 

Andy McBride competed in the Tennis, which this year 
included a ‘Davis Cup’ style competition where regional 
teams played against each other in doubles and singles 
matches. Andy commenced play on the Friday afternoon 
against the Eastern region. Saturday then saw matches 
against the South West, Wales and Yorkshire and 
Humberside. In the mixed doubles competition, Andy’s 
pairing won all of their games and in the singles, Andy 
won three games and lost three games. The team finished 
7th overall. 

Oliver Walls competed in the Squash with games 
commencing on the Friday afternoon. Oliver went into the  
competition a strong contender after finishing 2nd in the  
2016 championships. He faced tough competition playing  
seven games overall against colleges including Lincoln, 
King George V and Pontefract. In Oliver’s final game he 
narrowly missed out on the top spot finishing a superb 
2nd place. 

James Terrill represented the region in the Cross Country 
event, which took place around the picturesque Wollaton 
Park. The course was tough with a number of uphill 
sections. James, who had just returned from a 4-day Duke 
of Edinburgh expedition, finished the run in 31.46 minutes 
with a very respectable placing of 43rd. 

A huge well done to the all three competitors on their 
achievements over the weekend and a big thank you to 
 Mark Scott for his support in taking the team down to  
Nottingham. 

Andy McBride and Oliver Wells

James Terrill



Rotary Young Leaders APRIL 2017

Two QE students have been awarded places on the Rotary Club Youth Leadership Course for the Summer 
of 2017.

The Rotary Club asks for students to be nominated for the highly competitive, 
prestigious scheme which involves a week’s residential during the first week 
of August, with outward bound and team building activities. Ella Brewster 
and Laura Summer have won places and are looking forward to taking part in 
the activities offered by the Rotary.

QE Sports Development Co-ordinator, Kellie Pomeroy explained,

“This summer, the QE students will form part of a North East group of young 
people aged 16 – 25 who will represent Darlington at a residential week in North 
Yorkshire. The week brings a wide range of people together and allows them 

to take part in many different activities. Activities will include climbing, problem solving, abseiling and a 
really testing survival night. The girls will go along and develop their confidence and social skills by working 
independently and as part of teams to solve problems and make a contribution to activities and the situations 
they find themselves in. The week will be a huge learning experience for them”. 

Prior to attending the activity week the girls will meet their fellow nominees at an event to be held in 
early June. The girls will then present and showcase what they have learnt, the experiences they have 
gained and thank the Rotarians for the opportunity given to them at a luncheon. 

The students are in their first year at College and have already made a big impact. Ella and Laura will 
return in September to continue their A level studies before hopefully going on to University in 2018.

Water Polo Winner APRIL 2017

Michael Cousins from QE has recently enjoyed both national and international success in water polo 
championships. Earlier this month, he was part of the silver medal winning England U17 2000 Men’s 
team who travelled to Brno, Czech Republic, to participate in the EU Nations Cup. The team, made up 
of thirteen players, defeated Scotland, Denmark, the Czech Republic and Switzerland to reach the final 
where they narrowly missed out on a gold medal when they faced South Africa in a dramatic final match, 
losing 8-6. Throughout the tournament, Michael made his presence felt by scoring several goals to help 
his team reach the final and the players were spurred on by the many supporters who had travelled to 
Brno to watch them play.

Closer to home, Michael’s local team, Sedgefield, won the U19 Boys National 
Water Polo title after defeating defending champions Exeter in a dramatic 
penalty shootout on Sunday 23rd April. With 57 seconds remaining and 
Sedgefield losing by a point, Michael scored a literal last minute equaliser and 
sent the game to a penalty shootout where the team won with a final score of 
12-10. This win follows the team’s victory in the U17 Boys National Water Polo 
title last year.

Michael, who has been playing water polo since the age of 7, commented,

“I am really proud of my recent achievements and I am thankful for QE’s support 
of my sport. I have recently been selected for the U17 GB Men’s team to play at 
the Junior European qualifiers in Manchester and I hope to push on and carry my 
success into the future at senior level.”

At QE, Michael studies Maths, Economics and Modern History and aspires 
to work in banking and the finance industry. Vice Principal, Laurence Job, 
commented:

“We are extremely proud of Michael’s achievements, and look forward to hearing about his future 
accomplishments. We wish Michael every success for the future, both academically and in the world of water 
polo.”



Students and staff celebrated another year of excellent 
A Level results in August. QE is one of the largest A 
Level centres in the country and this year’s A Level 
pass rate was a wonderful 99.2%, with a high grade 
rate (A*, A and B grades) of over 50%.  2 students 
attained 5 A*/A grades with a further 44 students were 
awarded 4 A*/As; an incredible achievement.

Sean McGuffin from Catterick achieved A* grades 
in Further Mathematics, Geology, Physics and 
Mathematics and an A in his Extended Project. In 
Autumn 2016, he went to Manchester University to 
study Physics. Harry Farnworth from Stockton received 
3 A* grades in Further Mathematics, Mathematics 
and Physics and A grades in Computing and Music 
Technology. He progressed to Cambridge University 
to read Computer Science.  Rogan Clark, also 
from Stockton, went on to study Physics at Oxford 
University after attaining 4 A* grades in Chemistry, 
Further Mathematics, Mathematics and Physics.

Milly Hodgson from Bedale achieved 3 A* grades in 
History, Religious Studies and Extended Project and 
an A grade in Law to secure her place to study History 
at Cambridge University. Nuala Burnett from Leyburn 
enjoyed similar success with 3 A* grades in Geography, 
Geology and Extended Project and an A grade in 
English Literature. She is now studying Geography at 
Oxford University.

Progressing to a Medicine course at Newcastle 
University, was Nile Sharma from Middlesbrough who 
achieved 3 A* grades in Biology, English Literature and 
Extended Project and an A grade in Chemistry.

Principal, Tim Fisher, commented, 

“I am delighted that once again QE students have 
performed so well in their examinations. Students and 
staff have worked very hard to ensure this success and I 
am sure that our students can now look forward to very 
bright futures.”

      AUGUST 2016



  Against the Odds  AUGUST 2016 

Back in August, a large number of QE students celebrated 
gaining their A Levels, with many having to overcome 
significant barriers to do so. Jonathan Raiseborough 
achieved impressive A Level grades in English Language, 
Graphics and Spanish and his experience is inspirational, a 
credit to his commitment and determination to succeed.

Jonathan was diagnosed with OCD during his time at 
secondary school and had some time out of school because 
of the stress he was experiencing. He continued to study 
and achieved a good set of GCSEs, which enabled him to 
progress to A Level study. It was decided that Jonathan 
would benefit from some ground-breaking treatment for 
OCD that was only available in London. Jonathan and his family felt that this was important and so, for 
a period of some months, Jonathan balanced his treatment and his studies. Both have been successful, 
with Jonathan’s pleasing grades showing real evidence of both his and his family‘s determination.

Alongside this, Jonathan found time to illustrate a children’s book for a friend of the family. The proceeds 
of the book will go to the National Autism Society. Jonathan is a very talented artist and hopes to pursue 
a career as an illustrator in the future. He will now progress to Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College’s 
Foundation Art course.

Vice Principal, Laurence Job, commented on Jonathan’s achievements:

“We are all delighted by and extremely proud of Jonathan’s success. He is always a very positive person, is 
incredibly polite and a delight to have in College. He is very unassuming and has an excellent future ahead 
of him. Jonathan also thoroughly deserved to be recognised in the local community by being awarded the 
‘Exceptional Student’ trophy at the Vibe Awards.”

  Apprenticeship Success for Josh  SEPTEMBER 2016

QE has links with the National Apprentice Scheme where 
students are matched to prestigious apprenticeship 
opportunities. One student who has used his A Levels to 
progress to this route is Josh Jackson.

Josh has achieved a pleasing set of A Level results in ICT, 
Music Technology and Psychology and he has secured 
a high quality IT apprenticeship, with an opportunity 
to achieve a subsidiary diploma and a further Level 4 
qualification.

Josh is a very determined student who has played a 
full part in the life of QE and who never lets his physical 
disability of cerebral palsy stop him taking part in 

activities. As well as achieving very well in his academic studies, he was a member of the College’s award 
winning Rock Choir and went on a tour of three concert venues in Europe last year. He has also been part 
of the College’s Student Executive where he regularly acted as an Ambassador for QE at events with local 
schools. He excelled in this role because of his ability to relate to others and his lively sense of humour.  
Josh was also part of the student voice on the Equality and Diversity Committee.  Josh enjoys playing 
wheelchair basketball and was instrumental in organising and playing in a competitive tournament with 
other QE students.

Joy Colthup, Head of Learning Support at QE, comments:

“We are very proud of all of Josh’s achievements during his time at QE. His positive attitude to life is an 
inspiration to other students and we know that Josh will be very successful in his apprenticeship.”



  QE students mentor media stars of the future  NOVEMBER 2016

Students at QE enjoyed a fantastic opportunity to inspire Year 
6 pupils at Firthmoor Primary School.  Acting as mentors, the 
students gained an invaluable insight into primary education 
and encouraged the pupils to have aspirations for their future 
careers.

The students, wishing to pursue a career in teaching, 
volunteered to be part of a new initiative aimed at nurturing 
and inspiring Year 6 pupils to look beyond secondary school 
and to consider what opportunities are available to them.

Over a period of five months, the students helped to develop 
the young pupils’ skills in a range of areas including literacy 
and the creative arts.

Ann Dixon, Firthmoor Primary School headteacher, commented, “Without exception, all of our Year 6 pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting the student mentors and discussing their career aspirations. The children relished 
the opportunity to work together on a range of teambuilding activities whilst gaining a greater understanding 
of the ways in which they might pursue their dream job. The students acted as outstanding role models and 
ambassadors for the College.”

Following the scheme, the Firthmoor pupils then visited QE and enjoyed working in a busy A Level 
Media department; receiving a taste of the exciting world of academic study post GCSE. The pupils 
took part in a video editing and image manipulation session delivered by Media Studies Course Leader 
Nicola Naisbett and A Level students. The pupils used the software package Adobe Premier to create a 
promotional video for the mentoring scheme by editing footage they had captured. They learnt how 
to cut and edit a linear sequence, adding transitions, special effects and a soundtrack. Moreover, they 
used the software package Photoshop to edit photographs of themselves and the QE mentors including 
adjusting levels, desaturating, cropping and enhancing the images.

Overall, the hands-on Media session was a huge success with Firthmoor pupils leaving QE enthused and 
with a portfolio of new practical skills.

Laurence Job, Vice Principal at QE, said “The collaboration between QE students and Firthmoor pupils has 
been a huge success with all involved enjoying the experience and developing a range of very useful skills for 
their futures. We look forward to continuing this close link with other projects.”

  Durham University Visit     NOVEMBER 2016

QE’s Extended Project staff are delighted that Durham University visit the College  
each year in order to provide support, advice and encouragement to our EPQ students. Durham 
University recognises the value of this qualification in relation to the skills students develop, which 
means they are more prepared for study at university level than they would otherwise be.

During a recent highly informative workshop Ross 
Wilkinson, Museums’ Learning Officer at Durham 
University, explained to students the importance of 
focus in an academic report, especially presenting a clear 
introduction and a conclusion that addresses the question 
set. He provided information on how to reference using 
the Harvard Referencing system and how to make good 
use of the tools in Microsoft Word to present the report, 
such as in text referencing, bibliography, creating a 
contents page and front cover. Around 100 EPQ students 
attended the session and the feedback showed that they 
found the advice invaluable.



  Well done Scarlett!  DECEMBER 2016

Congratulations to ex-QE 
student Scarlett Moffatt 
on being crowned ‘Queen 
of the Jungle’ in ITV’s I’m 
a Celebrity, Get Me Out of 
Here. Whilst at QE, Scarlett 
achieved A Levels in Dance, Performance Studies and 
English Literature. She then progressed to a Performing 
Arts degree at York St. John University in 2009.

  QE cadets climb to victory DECEMBER 2016 

Cadets from QE have been victorious in the North East Tri-Service 
Cadet Climbing Competition held at Simonside Wall, South 
Shields. QE’s Combined Cadet Force competed against over 
100 other climbers from various Sea Cadet, Army Cadet and Air 
Cadet units across the region and they won the trophy for the 
best over-17 climbing team. QE student Jack Overfield also won 
individual gold, for taking first place in the over-17 category.

Captain Steve Regan, who is also a teacher at QE, commented,

“All of the QE Cadets who took part climbed extremely well and 
enjoyed the competition. This was a great achievement as it is the first time the new contingent has taken part in a 
competition. Well done to all the cadets who took part.”

QE’s Combined Cadet Force is growing in popularity and is open to all students at the College. The Cadet Force 
benefits from military training expertise and the use of service facilities for camps, training weekends, visits 
and courses including orienteering, canoeing and adventure training. QE’s contingent currently wear the Royal 
Corps of Signals cap badge.

  QE Students at Debating Matters  DECEMBER 2016 

QE students were in action in December in the Middlesbrough round of this year’s Debating Matters 
Competition.  Eight students formed the QE team and, 
thoroughly prepared after weeks of preparation, they travelled 
to Yarm school to face its students and those from Durham 
School to try to earn a place in the Regional finals.

In the first debate, Richard Jones and Kieron Warren opposed 
the motion that political parties are bad for democracy. 
Challenging the proposition view that political parties defend 
their own interests rather than that of citizens, the QE team put 
up a robust defence of them as institutions which are vital to 
the functioning of political society and to our political identities.  
Owen Dickinson and Hazel Devey peppered the opposing team 
with tricky questions in an effort to put them on the back foot.

In QE’s second debate, Jess Hindle and Alex Murphy proposed the motion that Medical Data Sharing 
threatens our privacy. Arguing against Durham school that the increasing use of our medical information 
by organisations such as Google, QE’s students argued that the inability of citizens to give their informed 
consent and the danger to privacy of hacking.  Once again, support from the floor came in the form of difficult 
questions from their teammates as the opposition were forced to field.

Both of QE’s performances were persuasive enough to win the audience vote. Unfortunately, the judges’ 
decisions did not agree in one case and the teams narrowly missed out on progressing to the next round.  
Nevertheless, their commitment to preparing for the debate and their confidence on the night bode well for 
future competitions.



  QE students show the true spirit of Christmas  

DECEMBER 2016

Students showed their very generous 
sides by supporting the local community 
at a special Christmas service in 
December. Guests from Darlington’s Town 
Mission, Ventress Hall Care Home and Age UK Darlington 
enjoyed the event organised by QE students, which 
consisted of singing carols, playing games of bingo, taking 
part in raffles and tombolas and having a lunch. There 
were also opportunities for plenty of chatting and the QE 
students were keen to forge relationships with people 
who might not always get the chance to have company. 

In addition, the older people were entertained by Year 6 children from Dunn St. Primary school in Jarrow 
who performed festive songs and stories including a chocolate-based version of the Nativity.

Doreen Lockheart, one of the senior citizens brought to QE by the Town Mission, said, “It has been 
beautiful coming to the College and meeting people. I have been to this event for the past three years and I 
always enjoy it. Listening to the children singing was lovely. I can’t do without the Town Mission”.

A significant part of the service was handing over a collection for King’s Food Bank in Darlington. QE’s 
Travel and Tourism students issued each tutor group in College with a list of basic items the Food Bank 
needed, along with a collection bag. The returns were outstanding with a huge quantity of food being 
kindly donated from right across the College.

Caroline Todd from King’s Food Bank, who spoke at the service, commented, “I would like to thank all QE 
students for bringing in their donations and for the overwhelming support we have received in the College and 
across the town. The hearts of people in Darlington are beautiful.”

The service was a great success and put everyone in the Christmas spirit with QE students enjoying the 
gift of giving – their time, food and friendship.

  Supporting the Rotary club      DECEMBER 2016

Each year the Darlington Rotary Club collect and dispose of real Christmas 
trees in return for a donation, which is given to St Teresa’s Hospice. Students 
from QE’s Sport and Leisure department and QE Explore have supported this 
annual Christmas tree appeal by distributing some 1200 leaflets in the local 
area.

Student Hannah Najafi said, “It’s really nice to be able to help other people but 
particularly at the Hospice. A little bit of our time can make a great difference to 
someone else.”

  Enterprising Students  DECEMBER 2016

The students of QE Explore, who are planning a visit to Malawi in the future, have been very enterprising 
this year. 

They, along with staff, produced a range of products to sell in order to raise 
funds to help the visit. Items included mugs, cards, friendship bracelets, soap 
and much more. They branded the goods and found relevant outlets though 
which to sell, including local craft fairs, Christmas markets, pop up shops and 
even the College shop.  One group of students raised over £400 doing this.



  Bear-ing gifts in Borneo  JANUARY 2017

Friends and family of students at QE were amazed by their adventure of a lifetime on an 
expedition to Borneo.

During presentation evenings held at the College, parents and friends watched video footage and 
heard about the students’ thrilling experiences on this overseas expedition. Twenty students and four 
members of staff from QE visited Borneo in October in order to 
participate in voluntary work aimed at improving the lives of 
various communities and groups. The students worked 
at the Sun Bear conservation project in Sepelok where, 
in blistering heat, they worked as a team to plan and 
build a number of walkways around the sanctuary 
in order to allow the keepers to be able to move 
around and look after the bears more easily. Sun 
bears are the smallest type of bear in the world 
and are facing extinction due to the rainforest 
being cut down. The sanctuary rescues bears, 
rehabilitates them and returns them to the wild, 
where possible. The people who run the sanctuary 
are too busy fundraising and caring for the bears to 
carry out repairs so they were extremely grateful for 
the students’ assistance, especially as they completed 
the hard physical work in such draining heat and humidity.

During the visit, the QE students also spent time at a local 
school and delivered lessons to the primary school children who really 
enjoyed the experience. They also trekked through the rainforest, taking instruction from a local farmer 
on farming practices and the medicinal uses of many of the plants grown in the area.  A visit was also 
made to the orang-utan sanctuary, where the students were lucky enough to see these beautiful animals 
swinging through the forest and feeding; an opportunity of a lifetime. The expedition was rounded off 
with a night camping on the Tar Islands, where students were able to snorkel and look at the marine life 
in this unspoilt area.

Nancy Wall, Project Leader, commented: “Travel is a fantastic opportunity for everyone, however, for 
students of this age it opens up a whole new world. They not only learn about other cultures and communities 
but also learn about themselves and how they can overcome certain challenges. As always, the QE students 
were an absolute credit to the College, and indeed the country, and were a pleasure to be with.”

The Rotary Club of Darlington are keen supporters of such College expeditions and, during one of their 
meetings, the QE students visited the club to give a presentation based on their travels. This was followed 
by a question and answer session by club members and was an excellent way to thank the club for their 
support. Alongside that, a number of QE students visited Northwood Primary School. Each expedition 
from College now includes the school’s mascots and the visit to the school allowed the mascots to be 
returned and the students to share their stories with the younger pupils.

Theresa Mason, Northwood teacher, said, “The school’s relationship with QE is a great link for us. Our 
students love hearing about the travels of the mascots and students and really enjoy sharing in their 
experiences.”



  College Cadets Celebrate Success  FEBRUARY 2017 

Cadets at QE had their achievements celebrated at a special ceremony. The event was attended by QE’s 
Principal, Tim Fisher, Staff Sergeant Kat Forster and Captain Steve Regan, Contingent Commander and 
the College’s Combined Cadet Force organiser. Also in attendance was Sergeant Martin Hehir, a member 
of the 4th Infantry Brigade Cadet Training Team (CTT) who provides support to all cadet units in the 
North East of England.

During the ceremony, several students received their First 
Aid and Half Star certificates, whilst others were surprised 
to discover that they have been promoted due to their hard 
work, attendance and overall dedication to the force. Lillie 
Bell, Jessica Dixon and Matthew Dumigan traded in their 
rank slides and became Lance Corporals, while Luke Watson 
and Jack Overfield were promoted to Corporal Loose level. 
Finally, Poppy Roberts learnt that she would now be known 
as Sergeant Roberts, having achieved the highest rise in 
rank. All certificates and badges were awarded by current 
Sergeant Major and first year student, Harvey Duffield, who 
has been a cadet since the age of twelve.

Tim Fisher, commented on the huge surge in popularity of the College’s CCF over the past couple of 
years, comparing the size of this year’s group to that of previous years. He explained, “Our CCF started with 
only a handful of cadets, but has continued to grow and thrive. The skills our cadets learn will be carried with 
them for the rest of their lives and I thoroughly hope they continue to enjoy the experience”.

Captain Steve Regan added, “Everywhere I have gone, people have commented on how good this unit is and 
how our cadets are a credit to the College and to the badges they wear. As a former cadet myself, I am really 
proud of everybody”.

  Discover Science & Engineering  FEBRUARY 2017

45 budding scientists and engineers studying A Levels at QE enjoyed a “Discover Science & Engineering 
Event” at Teesside University.  Students were able to choose from over thirteen different sessions, which 

included all branches of engineering and science covering 
biomedical science, Biology, Chemistry, Food Science 
and environmental science.  Students who chose Crime 
Scene Science worked in Teesside’s Crime Scene Science 
house, learning how to document evidence from a crime 
scene and take samples. Potential aerospace engineers 
were able to practise landing an aircraft in the university’s 
flight simulator in high wind, as well as look at the aircraft 
current students are building. The experiences gave 
students the opportunity to test out their career ideas in a 
university setting and work as part of a team on problem 
solving exercises.

Patrick Colgan, who opted for aerospace engineering, said, 
“The lecturer who looked after us showed us the research he is carrying out on aeroplanes and how the data 
obtained from a flight simulator can work out velocity, drag and downforce.  We also had the opportunity to 
find out about how maintenance is carried out on a helicopter and the sorts of projects students work on in the 
third year of their degree. It was a great day and it has definitely helped me to decide what I want to study at 
university”.

Lois Tooke, who attended the Crime Science sessions, added, “We were given a huge insight into what 
the course involves; you need to be good at Chemistry, be accurate in your sample testing and know 
how to interpret results correctly. We had to share ideas and work as part of a team, which I enjoyed.  It 
showed me the skills and knowledge required to solve a crime!”

Liz Bryan, Future Engineers Co-ordinator concluded, “This was an excellent event and students thoroughly 
enjoyed the range of options on offer. They had the opportunity to work and learn in university labs and the 
whole experience developed their teamwork and problem solving skills, as well as giving them an insight into 
degree level study and potential careers”.



  Engineering their futures  MARCH 2017

QE was delighted to work with enthusiastic engineers who were 
floating on air after competing in a hovercraft design challenge at 
the College.

Students from Longfield Academy, Darlington, pitted their technical 
and creative skills against teams of Year 10 pupils from St Aidan’s 
Academy, Hummersknott Academy and Hurworth Academy to be 
crowned overall winners in the annual Foundation for Jobs competition.

The event, organised and hosted by QE, is part of a Foundation for Jobs STEM initiative helping 
students understand the benefits of careers in engineering and the importance of science, technology, 
engineering and maths both at school and in further education.

Students were challenged to design and build a working hovercraft in just four hours from insulation 
board and plastic sheeting. They had to calculate the dimensions and proportions of the vehicle, taking 
into account the weight of the pilot as well as other design constraints, including the size of the engine 
fashioned from a garden leaf blower.

Each team of students then decorated, tested and raced against each other before prizes were awarded 
for performance and design.

The pupils from the schools were helped by QE students who are part of the College’s Future Engineers 
programme; a scheme designed to give prospective engineers work experience placements and other 
activities to develop their understanding of careers in this field.

Longfield Academy assistant faculty leader and STEM co-ordinator Danny Rich, who worked in electrical 
engineering before re-training as a teacher, said: “I am delighted that our students have won this year’s 
challenge. They each set themselves tasks within the team and worked really hard to produce a magnificent 
design. All members of our team are currently studying GCSE Engineering, a subject that was introduced to our 
curriculum last year and, because of my own background within the field, I’m able not only to help students 
learn from text books but also from my own industry experience.”

Longfield Academy’s chief creative designer Erin Greensmith, 14, of Darlington, added, “In Year 9, I studied 
resistant materials and got an A for my early entry GCSE exam. This sparked my interest in engineering and 
today’s challenge has really helped inspire me to see how many different careers are available within the 
industry. It’s not all mechanical and dirty jobs, which many people imagine when they think of engineering; 
there are a lot more processes involved and I’m now hoping to be able to study engineering at university in the 
future.”

The wining team of Erin Greensmith, Jade Hall, Robert Coggins, Adam Rush, Ethan Lawrence, Adam 
Crudace, Lewis Ainslie and Charlie Jaye were presented with the winners’ trophy by Vice Principal of QE, 
Laurence Job.

Foundation for Jobs co-ordinator Owen 
McAteer said: “This is the fifth year that we have 
challenged teams of students across Darlington 
to take part in the hovercraft challenge. It really 
is a fantastic event that inspires young people 
and challenges them to put the scientific, 
mathematic, engineering and creative skills they 
have learnt in the classroom into practice in an 
industry related way.”



  Getting down to business   MARCH 2017

Over 50 students from QE experienced the world of work by 
participating in the “Your Life Your Career” event at Business 
Central in Darlington. The worlds of education and business 
were brought together with the students being supported by 
colleagues from Darlington Building Society and the Centre for Process Innovation.

Mentors with a wealth of expertise from many different sectors were able to inspire students and to 
explore their career aspirations with them.

Guest speakers included Colin Fyfe, CEO of Darlington Building Society; Jonathan Hutchinson, Business 
Planner from Centre for Process Innovation (CPI) and Lilla Preston, Special Projects Manager from North 
East Business and Innovation Centre (BIC). Employers shared their own unique career journeys, talked 
about the many different career opportunities and about how to develop employability skills along the 
way.

Students were able to take part in a number of lively and interactive activities ending with a speed 
networking session, where they had the chance to ask the business mentors questions about their roles, 
routes and organisations.

Vanessa Woods, the Centre Manager at Business Central, commented, “It was great to work alongside QE to 
be able to offer support to some of the local students. All the mentors gave up their time to encourage students 
to widen their career perspectives and to realise that there are many more exciting job choices open to them 
than they first thought”.

Student Stephen Noakes added, “I enjoyed my time at Business Central. The activities with the business 
mentors were interactive and helped to gain a bigger insight into the life of work. Overall it was a fun and 
informative experience and I would gladly do again.”

 MARCH 2017 

QE students found out about the exciting career 
opportunities available to them after their A Levels 
through the College’s annual Employment & Gap Year Fair. 
Around 40 employers, training providers, public services 
and gap year organisations spoke with students about 
national school leaver schemes as well as apprenticeships and some exciting projects offered by gap 
year providers. They advised our students about entry routes, roles, how to apply and tips for success. It 
was great to see some of our ex-students working for a range of organisations including Charlotte Lakey, 
who gained a place on Ernst Young’s prestigious A Level school leaver scheme and is now training to be 
an accountant. Ben Taylor and Nathan Maybrey gave advice on applying for the Civil Service fast track 
apprenticeship scheme; they now work as trainee Project Managers in ICT.  Two ex-students, Sophie 
Hawman and Joshua Beagle, are working as apprentices in the Art & Design and ICT departments of 
GlaxoSmithKline and Brad Hemingway is now an apprentice mechanical engineer with Mechtool Limited.  
All are receiving recognised training with the opportunity to train to degree level.

Sophie said, “It is always great to come back to the College and tell students about your own career path and 
what it is like to train on the job”, whilst Ben added, “Getting onto the fast track apprenticeship scheme with 
the Civil Service has provided me with an opportunity to progress pretty quickly. After only a few years, I am 
now managing projects and earning good money”.

Sam Leask, HR Manager of Modus Ltd said, “We are always happy to provide support to the College, 
including work experience placements, as it gives students an insight into an industry as well as important 
employability skills”.



  Nine Shine at Oxbridge          MARCH 2017

Nine QE students celebrated after beating fierce competition to win places 
at the world-leading universities of Oxford and Cambridge. The students, 
eight of whom are in the second year of A Level study and one who 
completed his studies last year, are among the many exceptional young 
people who will be leaving QE to study at prestigious universities this year 
and are the latest additions to a long tradition of Oxbridge success at the 
College.

Five students have places to study at Cambridge. Tom Joashi (not pictured) will study Modern Foreign 
Languages; Chantal Goulder will read Natural Sciences; Alycia Leach will read History; Eleanor Dunn will 
take a degree in Geography and Harry Iveson will study Mathematics. Of the four students to gain offers 
from Oxford, Beth Lees will be studying History and Politics; Josh McColgan will focus on Biomedical 
Sciences; Oliva Shovlin will study Biology and Megan Seymour (not pictured) will read Modern Foreign 
Languages.

QE students who aim for Oxbridge are supported by a wide range of College staff, including our Higher 
Education and Careers advisors and Oxbridge Applications Coordinator, Simon Nicholson. Of this year’s 
success Simon said, “This is a testament to the hard work of staff and students. It proves that students from 
our region are every bit as able as anyone else to reach the highest levels of performance and achievement.” 
College Principal Tim Fisher added, “So many of our students are successful in securing great opportunities 
at university or in training and we are proud of them all. But there is something special about winning a 
place at Oxford and Cambridge, as QE students do every year. It takes unusual ability but also huge ambition, 

determination and effort to be amongst the 
best in the world. We know that these young 
people have remarkable futures ahead of them 
and we wish them every success.”

For the students themselves, months of hard 
work lies ahead of them as they prepare to 
gain the demanding grades that Oxbridge 
requires of them. But it is an opportunity 
they would recommend to others, as Josh 
McColgan explained, “To get an offer is 
incredible. I can’t wait to go and I’d strongly 
recommend applying to anybody who is 
interested in pushing themselves beyond what 
they think are their limits.”



  Special, not different  APRIL 2017

Jonathan Raiseborough, Art Foundation student at QE, has 
been specially commissioned to illustrate the next book of 
children’s author Peter Barron.

Jonathan was born with a gift for art and, for as long as he 
can remember, he has been drawing. Inspired especially 
by the Roald Dahl books, he wanted to be a children’s 
illustrator, like Quentin Blake, the artist who created 
characters such as The Big Friendly Giant, Fantastic Mr Fox, 
and Matilda. “I just loved the imagination behind the books 
and how the characters came to life through the pictures,” 
recalled Jonathan.

His love of drawing continued to grow and, now aged 18, 
he is busy with a foundation course in art after successfully completing his A levels at QE.

Peter Barron, former editor of the Northern Echo, first met Jonathan a year ago when he compered the 
Vibe Awards for young people in Darlington. Jonathan’s artistic skills were recognised and the citation 
mentioned his ambition to be an illustrator for children’s books.

Coincidentally, Peter was looking for an illustrator for his latest book, Snowdrop, The Spikeshuffler at the 
time. It’s a story inspired by a cutting taken from The Northern Echo, telling how a baby albino hedgehog 
had been taken to an animal sanctuary amid fears it would be killed by other animals because of its 
colour. In the book, Snowdrop overcomes prejudice in Merlin’s Meadow and ends up a hero.

After the awards ceremony, Jonathan and Peter had a chat and he sent him the manuscript for the new 
book. A few weeks later, Jonathan sent back the most beautiful illustrations. His talent was clear to see 
and Peter immediately knew he had his perfect illustrator.

Around the same time, Peter had been helping the North East Autism Society (NEAS) to publicise an 
appeal to employers to make more use of the skills of people on the autism spectrum. Jonathan was a 
case in point and, when the charity’s chief executive, John Phillipson, saw his illustrations, he was also 
hugely impressed.

The result is that the North East Autism Society has agreed to fund publication of the book as a way of 
showcasing the talents of autistic people.

“Jonathan is a great example of someone on the autism spectrum who has wonderful, natural ability,” said 
John. “His ambition is to be a children’s illustrator and it is a joy for us to help make his dream come true and 
send out a message to employers everywhere to look beyond the label of autism.”

Jonathan’s dad Mark, also a talented artist, added: “I don’t think people realise what an asset autistic people 
can be and it’s absolutely brilliant that the book is going to be published. Jonathan has worked so hard in life 
to overcome his challenges and this is the best opportunity he could have been given. We’re just incredibly 
proud of him.”

Jonathan is putting the final touches to the illustrations and the book is due to be published in the 
autumn. He will benefit from a full share of the royalties.

“I really identified with the main character, Snowdrop, because people on the 
autistic spectrum can feel different. They don’t quite fit but don’t understand 
why,” he said.

“I think the story is very beautiful and I feel so lucky to have the chance 
to be involved. I just hope the illustrations will reflect that warmth and 
character and do the book justice.”

“It’s a heart-warming story but it has a really powerful message – that it’s 
wrong to judge someone just because they’re different.”

In Peter’s book, and in our opinion, Jonathan isn’t different. But he’s 
definitely special with an extraordinary talent.



 APRIL 2017 

A group of second year students seeking apprenticeships after A Level 
studies were given excellent preparation for the world of work when they 

attended a ‘You’re Hired’ event at the Dolphin Centre in Darlington. Local 
representatives from Job Centre Plus and KMS Partners recruitment 
agency put students through their paces as they practised being 
recruiters themselves, comparing CVs and cover letters to decide who 
was the right person for the job. They were given top tips on how to 
prepare and write a successful job application and gained an insight 

into what employers are looking for in a prospective employee. Students 
worked in groups to share ideas and had to fill in an actual job application, 

a great opportunity to develop their employability skills and knowledge of 
recruitment practices.

Ryan Land, a student at QE, said, “I really enjoyed it – it was good that we had an employer working with us in 
our groups so that we could ask questions and get advice that is going to help us in the future”.

Alison Elliott from the Job Centre Plus added, “The students were really engaged and enthusiastic about the 
activities they took part in. It is so important that young people are well prepared for the world of work and 
this type of event helps to do that.  We look forward to continuing to work alongside QE to do this.”

Employer Mentoring APRIl 2017 

Each year students are invited to take part in an employer 
mentoring scheme where managers from local businesses come 
and mentor students who are looking for employment and 
apprenticeship routes after their A Level studies. The mentors 
offer impartial advice about the expectations of employment and 
how to write good CVs and job applications, as well as tips for 
interview preparation.

In April, sixteen students participated in 1 hour sessions with an 
Employment and Engagement Officer from Darlington Borough 
Council.  Students were offered advice and guidance to help 
build confidence and motivation ready for employment, looking 
at the importance of good job applications and how to prepare 
effectively. 

Sessions were very well received with students participating in 
discussion, as well as helping each other.  Good communication 
and team building skills were clearly on display.
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