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Students have been involved in a wide range of activities to develop their employability skills and contribute to the 

local and wider community. 

 

Student Association 

 

• On the last Friday in September, the Student 

Association Executive brought in   dozens of home-

baked cakes, cookies and biscuits to sell in the 

student common room to raise funds for Macmillan 

Cancer Support. 

For many years QE has taken part in the annual 

‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ and it went down 

really well with students – a bit like the sweet treats that were on sale! By lunchtime everything had been 

sold and a whopping £190.05 had been raised. 

Jasper Bruce-Wright, President of the Student Association, said: 

“We find it very gratifying to raise money for national charities and did fantastically well with this year’s 

Macmillan Coffee Morning. The students always give generously and we hope to continue raising substantial 

amounts of money for charity over the coming year.” 

 

• Students entered into the spirit of Christmas by 

participating in a Christmas Shoebox Appeal for Stella’s 

Voice, a charity in Moldova.  The charity’s vision is to ‘be 

the voice that speaks for the orphans of Moldova, from 

the smallest child, to the older teens’ and the appeal 

to provide Christmas gifts for boys and girls in 

orphanages in Moldova was enthusiastically supported. 

Tutor groups produced and donated over 60 

shoeboxes full to the brim of clothing, toiletries, 

stationery, sweets, tinned food, and toys. All of the boxes 

arrived in Moldova before Christmas and were handed out personally to the children.   

QE has supported this charity for many years and the Student Association love to get involved. It could 

be the only Christmas present these children receive so it makes it all the more special, and important, for us 

to continue to be involved. 

 



• Battle of the Bands is the annual Christmas 

concert where College bands compete to win 

the coveted Liam Harker trophy, plus 10 hours 

of recording vouchers at the Forum Music 

Centre. Six College bands (Culpa, Blue Luna, 

Gunther from Friends, Urban Jazz, Rayner and 

Circus Villains) made it into the 2015 final, 

which took place on the last day of term before 

the Christmas holidays. The event, organised 

and hosted by the Student Association, sold 

out. 

‘Age Against the Machine’, a band comprised of 

QE teachers, warmed the crowd up before the six student bands took to the stage. After a close run 

competition, in the end, it was Urban Jazz who walked away winners.  

 

• The Charity Ball in aid of "Save The Children" was held on January 7th 2016 at the Mercure Darlington Kings 

Hotel. The Student Association (SA) sold 200 tickets and made a profit of £877.30 for their charity of the 

year. The ball was a real success with lots of people on the dance floor, a fantastic DJ and a great buffet.  

 

• After months of discussion, the Student Association Executive decided to change the format of their monthly 

meetings for 2016. They moved away from the ‘assembly-esque’ presentations to a more informal structure, 

whereby tutor representatives talk to the Student Association Executive in small groups around a table. This 

new format allows more opinions to be heard, students feel more comfortable asking questions and it 

enables better feedback. 

 

• QE students wanting to do their bit for the 

environment decided to tidy up Stanhope Park by 

taking part in a litter pick organised by Darlington 

Borough Council. 

The Park is used daily by students and they wanted 

to help keep it a place that all members of the 

community can enjoy. The College’s Student 

Association Executive and students involved in 

Project Borneo willingly volunteered to be a part of 

“Litter Free Durham’s BIG Spring Clean 2016.” 

Armed with litter picking equipment, students and 

members of staff filled up bags with all manner of rubbish from all sorts of places, including in tree branches 

and under bushes. 

The litter pick was well supported with over 30 students volunteering. 

 

• This year’s Student Association Executive smashed the total 

raised by last year’s Student Association. Thanks to multiple 

bake sales and a charity ball, but mainly the generosity of the 

students, they have raised over £3800. Over half of this money 

will be donated to the SA’s chosen charity of the year, Save the 

Children. Clare Chow, the Student Association’s Charity Co-

ordinator, said: 

“I’m really happy with the money we’ve raised this year and I’d 

like to thank everyone who donated.” 



The SA decided to raise money for Save the Children as it is a charity with local branches and they are 

passionate about children’s rights – an issue given contemporary relevance by the refugee crisis. When Irene 

Wilkinson, from the Northallerton branch, came to speak to the SA in October, she said that the charity 

works in refugee camps to provide clean water, sanitation, food, healthcare and other basic essentials.   

 

 

The Arts 

 

• The start of the academic year began with all A Level students from Textiles, Photography and Graphics 

heading off on their annual trip to Whitby to collect first hand reference material for projects. The weather 

was very kind and the students collected some excellent materials. This particular trip informs the start of 

the A2 Year. Moderator reports always comment on the success of the project work resulting from the visit 

and it is seen as a valuable part of the programme. 

 

• QE Art students made a massive contribution to 

Darlington’s Festival of Thrift, an event which 

attracts thousands of visitors each year.  They 

worked with internationally renowned artist Olivier 

Grossetete to help construct the People’s Tower, a 

five storey cardboard structure inspired by 

Darlington’s clock tower. The students participated 

in workshops in St Cuthbert’s Church and were 

delighted to witness the final installation in the 

Market Place to launch the Festival. 

In addition, in the lead up to the Festival, Art 

Foundation students worked with Mimi Banks, from Home Live Art, to create a sculptural archway entrance 

to the Festival, securing a Young Arts Grant of £200 from North Yorkshire & South Durham Decorative and 

Fine Arts Society to cover printing costs; the materials to build the structure were sponsored by Tyne Tees 

Packaging Ltd. The students’ work celebrated Darlington’s railway heritage and was inspired by artefacts in 

the Head of Steam Railway Museum, where the students captured imagery through observational drawings 

and photography. The QE display in the Student Loans Building at Lingfield Point was a huge success and the 

workshops organised by the students over the weekend of the Festival were extremely popular. 

The Festival of Thrift is a cultural celebration where people find fun in learning how to reuse, recycle and 

upcycle, saving both money and benefiting the environment. 

 

• Textile students visited Bowes Museum to see the ‘Style is Eternal’ Yves Saint Laurent exhibition where they 

participated in a workshop led by a designer. This gave the students a small taste of a real work related 

experience as well as greater appreciation and understanding of the work they’d seen.  

 

• Ex-QE student Katie Coleman made her national TV 

debut appearing in several heats of ITV's X-Factor 

before eventually facing the ruthless axe of mogul 

Simon Cowell. However, she continues to perform 

professionally in London venues such as Ronnie 

Scott's, showing that QE students have the grit to 

persevere in this cut throat, but highly lucrative, 

booming industry. 

 



• Photography students took part in a day visit to Newcastle where they took images for their project work. 

This type of photography opportunity is invaluable for students developing their practical ideas for project 

work. 

 

• Art students welcomed visitors from Cleveland College of Art and Design who presented work from the 

Textiles & Surface Pattern and Theatre Design (BA Hons) course, which was very informative for students 

following this specialism.  

 

• Popular Music students have enjoyed several opportunities to take their first steps into the music industry. 

The British & Irish Institute of Modern Music (BIMM) visited QE in October to give a presentation on careers 

in Britain’s biggest export industry: the music business. Acclaimed drummer Elliot Barlow, a BIMM tutor who 

has worked with musicians from Oasis and New Order, inspired a dozen of our current second years to apply 

for degree courses. All have since successfully auditioned and secured places at BIMM Manchester London 

or Brighton. 

 

• Second year band Gunther, who have performed at several QE events including Battle of the Bands and 

Poetry by Heart, took their show on tour to Sedgefield School in January, performing a lunchtime gig to 

hundreds of pupils. First year band Urban Jazz have also performed at the second of what we hope will be a 

monthly event at our partner school.  

 

• Urban Jazz, winners of the QE battle of the bands contest, performed professionally at Darlington Jazz 

Club and were invited to play at the town's annual Jazz Festival in the spring. Their trumpet player Matthew 

Robinson, who took part in a summer school QE jam with a guest professional musician, was then 'head 

hunted' to regularly perform professionally with the band Ska Boom in gigs across the North East. Keaton 

Boucher and Emily Whitfield, just finishing their second year of Popular Music study, were invited by their 

tutor to perform at Vesuvio's weekly jazz and blues night, only to then secure a booking at a rival venue keen 

to exploit their commercial appeal.  

 

• A group of Media and Film students spent two days in London furthering their A Level studies. The days were 

packed with exciting activities and visits that inspired the students and enhanced their learning. Students 

received a lecture on film classification at the BBFC gaining an insight into film censorship and regulation. 

They participated in a walking tour of Sherlock Holmes film sets where they were given information on how 

specific scenes were filmed and narrative set pieces including special effects achieved. Later they went on to 

tour the BBC studios to learn about TV radio broadcasting and created and presented their own radio drama. 

They also read the news and weather live in the BBC and ended the first day seeing the amazing West End 

show, Wicked. The second day was equally as busy with an early start at the Warner Brothers’ Studios to see 

the sets, props and costumes of the Harry Potter films. The students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and were 

an asset to QE.  

 

• This year the art department organised a number 

of extra-curricular visits to strengthen and support 

students’ personal development and project 

work. The main event was a trip to Rome. 35 

students from across all art areas of the 

department visited Rome to see the major tourist 

sites and art galleries. Whilst there, the students 

had the opportunity to record the city through 

drawing and photography and got to observe the 

work of many artists and designers to inform their 



practical work. The group visited galleries and museums, such as the Galleria Nazionale d’arte Moderna e 

Contemporanea and the Capitoline Museum. They took a day visit out of the city to the spectacular gardens 

at Villa D’Este in Tivoli and also visited the ruins of Hadrian’s Villa, a massive complex in the hills surrounding 

Rome. In addition, the group visited famous sites such as The Vatican, The Sistine Chapel, the Pantheon, The 

Trevi Fountain, The Colosseum and the Forum. The city was coping with huge crowds of people during a 

Catholic ‘Holy Week’ and St Peters Square and surrounding area was very atmospheric, full of queueing 

people making a pilgrimage to see the embalmed bodies of saints on display in the Basilica. The students 

hugely enjoyed the experience and found it to be very memorable and inspirational.  

 

• Creative Media North came into College to discuss apprenticeships with our Media and Film students. 

Students learnt about the skills required to work in the industry and how apprenticeships differed from a HE 

education. This enabled students to make a more informed decision about their future pathways.  

 

• A2 Media Studies students visited Sunderland University for a taster day. In the morning they received a 

lecture and seminar on the changing representations of Women led by lecturer and published author Dan 

Ward, which was tailored to meet the requirements of their exam unit Media and Collective Identity. The 

students were also given practical masterclasses in Investigative Journalism, TV and Radio Production. 

Learners developed valuable production skills whilst also gaining an insight into the skills and qualities 

required in industry.  

 

• Film students attended the Aesthetica Film Festival in York watching a diverse array of short films and 

attending a masterclass by the association of cinematographers where they learnt about how stories can be 

told visually. Students gained an insight into the steps young filmmakers take to get into the industry, 

subsequently raising their aspirations.   

 

• A2 Media Studies student Charlie Brookes has been awarded a place on the prestigious NFTS BFI Craft 

Academy in London. The two-week residential is for 66 talented and passionate filmmakers from around the 

UK, working with top industry specialists to produce short films. Charlie will be involved in specialist 

workshops and there will be presentations and panels on the roles of sound, art direction, the film business 

and marketing. Much of the work will be in production groups, planning the short films and later going out 

onto location to shoot, followed by two days editing. There will be trips to a working studio, such as the 

Imaginarium Studio at Ealing or Pinewood, and to London to visit both the National Gallery and BAFTA. 

 

• An exhibition of photography work produced by QE 

students is currently on display in the Town Hall 

Gallery Exhibition Space. The exhibition showcases 

personal investigations into themes such as: 

Architectural Structures, Environment, Combined 

Images and Journeys and will run until 24th June 

2016. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Humanities 

 

• Competing against schools and colleges from across 

the region, students from QE won Teesside 

University’s annual Mock Trial Competition. It is the 

second successive year that QE students have won 

the prestigious competition and an accolade for the 

College’s Law Department. The three AS Law 

students – Evan Kelly, Sophie Weir and Lucy Hardie-

Hammond – performed superbly well in the 

University’s purpose built courtroom.  They 

successfully prosecuted a case of ABH and were 

praised for their performance by Andrew Perriman, 

Barrister and Senior Lecturer in Law at Teesside University. They worked hard to perfect their arguments and 

deserve their success. 

 

• QE student, Mae Hyman Banks has just completed a coveted summer 

work placement with international law firm Eversheds. 17 year old Mae 

from Scorton was one of a hundred students from all over the country 

who had the opportunity to find out about a career as a lawyer.  Based at 

Eversheds’ Leeds office, Mae learned about the services the law firm 

provides as well as how it functions as a business.  She attended a 

workshop on litigation and was able to speak to trainee solicitors, 

associates and partners and some of their high profile clients.  Mae was 

also assigned a personal mentor who helped her with her progression 

plans and personal development.  

Mae commented: 

“The experience reinforced my determination to go into the law; it gave 

me more focus as I was able to identify what I need to do to be 

successful.  I have been invited to apply for Eversheds’ Academy which 

means that I will be mentored by a senior partner through my A2 year and 

at university.  The Academy also offers two weeks’ work experience for the next the four years.  All in all, the 

experience was invaluable; I made really good contacts and would certainly encourage other students to 

apply.’’ 

This scheme is a joint initiative with the Sutton Trust and the College of Law and is aimed at state school 

students in their first year of A Levels. It gives students the opportunity to get some brilliant work experience 

and explore what a law career looks like from the inside. 

At QE, Mae is studying A Level English, History and French. 

 

• In October, thirty of the highest achieving Psychology students took part in Brain Day with Dr Guy Sutton 

(Associate Professor in Neuroscience at Nottingham university). The day was fast-paced and stimulating 

giving students a fascinating insight into current areas of research in biological psychology, and some hands 

on experience in dissecting a sheep’s brain. Dr Sutton was very impressed with the calibre of our students, 

saying that he was able to cover more than he usually does because of our student’s ability to maintain 

concentration and the level of questions they posed to him.  

 

• Four History students (Holly Baird, Gen Brown, Daniel Friery and Liam Pape) went to Auschwitz in November 

as part of the Lessons from Auschwitz Project. The students manned a display for both November Open 



Evenings and also took part in a College History Club in January.  We had really positive feedback from the 

LFA that our students were outstanding ambassadors for the College. 

 

• The History Christmas Quiz was a great success with twenty teams of four taking part in this year’s quiz. The 

quiz took place in the Main Hall and there were prizes for the winning three teams. 

 

• Former QE student and barrister, Paul Renteurs, visited the College in December to speak to AS students 

about careers in Law.  Paul is a barrister at 2 Hare Court, a prestigious set of Chambers in London and 

studied at Oxford and King’s College before he joined the Bar. He is also involved in the ITV show ‘Judge 

Rinder’ as a consultant. Robert Rinder is a member of the same Chambers.  

 

• A2 Law student Marshal Hagemeyer is pursuing a legal apprenticeship route into the legal profession and 

has applications pending with Irwin Mitchell in London (for a paralegal apprenticeship), Eversheds in London 

(for a trailblazer apprenticeship) and Gordons in Leeds (for a CILEX - Chartered Institute of Legal Executives 

apprenticeship).  The Legal Apprenticeship route is an increasingly popular option for A level students and 

there is a display on the noticeboard outside room 130 highlighting this route into the legal profession. 

 

• In January, 42 Psychology and Sociology students participated in an overnight trip to London. The Sociology 

students took part in a 2 hour Karl Marx walking tour finishing at the British Museum. Meanwhile, the 

Psychology students attended a Clinical Hypnosis workshop lead by John Clifford, who works in London Zoo’s 

“friendly spider” program. At the end, students had the opportunity to hold Madge the tarantula! The visit 

also included a trip to see Billy Elliott, the musical, and a visit to the newly opened “Museum of Mind” 

situated in the grounds of Bethlem Royal Mental Hospital. It was a fascinating visit and some students were 

inspired to undertake work experience in psychiatric units in the North East.  

 

• In February a large group of AS Law students attended Teesside University’s Annual Sixth Form Law 

Conference.  The conference provided a valuable opportunity for students to visit a University Law 

Department and take part in a series of workshops on different aspects of law.  This year students attended 

sessions on domestic violence, the age of criminal responsibility, human rights, and mental illness, as well as 

a session on DNA and fingerprinting. The introductory talk highlighted the employability skills and 

commercial awareness that students studying law acquire. 

 

• Forty-four History students and five staff visited 

Rome between the 29th February and 4th March 

this year. The group stayed in the heart of the old 

city and were within walking distance of the Campo 

d’Fiori (Piazza of Flowers) and the renaissance 

square, the Piazza Navona. All students visited the 

Vatican (with a guided tour of the Sistine Chapel), 

the Colosseum, the Spanish Steps, the Pantheon 

and the cliff top monastery at Monte Cassino. 

Monte Cassino has a sixth century Benedictine 

monastery and is the site of one of the bloodiest 

battles of World War II. Modern History students 

visited Mussolini’s villa, the Museum for the 

Liberation of Rome and the EUR district of Rome, which features a number of examples of Fascist 

architecture. The Tudor students visited Il Jesu church (the original Jesuit church), the Castel Sant’Angelo and 

the Capitoline Museum. 

 



• In March, Carol Aires from the CPS visited the College to talk to AS and A2 students and explain the decision 

to prosecute and highlight important developments in the work of the organisation.  Following last years’ 

talk three QE students undertook a shadowing placement with CPS in Middlesbrough and we hope to 

arrange something similar for students in the autumn term. 

 

• Twenty-two Politics students gained a first-hand 

insight into the American political system on a 

week-long trip to Washington DC. The students 

toured the Capitol building, the Supreme Court and 

were in the viewing gallery of the Senate to hear 

Senator Sherrod Brown attack Republicans about 

how they weren’t “doing their job” by not 

confirming Supreme Court nominations.  All 

students found this fascinating as it is relevant to 

their current Politics module. The group also visited 

the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the 

Washington Monument, the National Air and Space Museum and the Library of Congress where they saw 

the ‘Pointing their Pens’ exhibition in tribute to the works of the Washington Post cartoonist Herblock. In 

addition, the students had the opportunity to put questions to key Washington lobbyists from the National 

Abortion Federation and Common Cause. 

Student, Andrew Lambert said: 

‘I and many students were blown away by the classical Greek Architecture of the Supreme Court but the 

highlight for me was definitely watching Senator Sherrod Brown from Ohio speaking in the Senate. This 

made me realise how important the constitution is in American culture and our tour around the Supreme 

Court reinforced this. The whole trip was compelling and extremely informative.’ 

 

• In May, a group of 40 AS and A2 

Psychology students went to see 

Derren Brown’s latest show 

‘Miracle’. Derren Brown is a 

mentalist and an illusionist. Students 

observed his remarkable abilities on 

stage; including feats of memory, 

intuition and apparent mind-reading. 

Derren Brown performs using a 

variety of psychological means, such 

as hypnosis, suggestion, cold 

reading, misdirection and 

showmanship. This show gave students studying theories of hypnosis at A Level the experience of observing 

such phenomena first hand.  

 

• History Club has met every month this year and has been very well attended with about 20 students at each 

talk. Topics covered in 2016 have included the Lessons from Auschwitz Project in January and in March 

Thomas Mulgrew, an ex-QE student, delivered a talk entitled, ‘The rise of the American Empire.' Tom is 

studying for a BA in History at Northumbria University and returned to College in January and February to 

help out in the History department and work with small groups of students. The March History Club was 

given by a guest speaker who spoke about her experiences in South Africa under the apartheid regime. 

Employability skills were in mind for the April History Club with a talk entitled, ‘So you want to an 

archaeologist...’ and was delivered by a professional archaeologist. 



Languages and Literature 

 

• In January, 14 AS and A2 German students went on an 

exchange visit with the grammar school in Neustadt near 

Coburg, Northern Bavaria. All students were paired with a 

German partner, experienced their school day and stayed 

with their families. Some of our students were welcome 

helpers in classes of German children keen to improve 

their English! German and English students and staff went 

skating together and on trips to Coburg (boasting a 

medieval fortress and the obvious historic connection to 

English royalty) and Würzburg, famous for its Baroque 

architecture. A good time was had by all and many 

friendships were formed. 

The German partners returned in February with a group of 16 (as two more English students agreed to host). 

They were impressed by the College’s IT facilities and enjoyed trips to York and Whitby. 

 

• For 5 weeks leading up to Easter, the German department hosted a volunteer from Mühlheim an der Ruhr, 

Darlington’s twin town in Germany. Nils Bittman, who is studying to become a teacher for English and 

Biology at secondary schools, spent his time at QE observing lessons and supporting the German teachers by 

working with individual students and helping in conversation classes. In his spare time, he enjoyed the odd 

game of badminton, although admitted to missing his handball team at home as he is a keen player!  

 

• In March 28 French students went to Northern 

France and Belgium for a week, where they were 

living with families in Armentières and experiencing 

French life first hand. The students visited the 

beautiful cities of Lille, Arras, Ghent and Bruges, 

famous for their stylish Flemish architecture and 

vibrant city life. They also had a thought provoking 

trip around First World War battlefields, cemeteries 

and new monuments, which are very moving, even 

100 years on. The visit proved to be an invaluable 

opportunity for students, as they were able to put 

their advanced language skills into full practice, given 

that most of the host families spoke very little English. 

 

• Alex Jones, currently studying French and German in his second year at Newcastle University, and working 

for Routes into Languages, came to QE’s March Open Evening. He explained to prospective students about 

which careers you can do with Languages and why you should study them at QE and beyond! He will follow 

this up with a session in the Summer term for our current AS students. 

 

• Marran Turner, a former student, has spent the last three years doing voluntary work in India and South 

America, as well as studying at Buenos Aires University. Marran is currently volunteering in College, helping 

our current students to prepare for their Spanish oral exam and has spoken to students on an informal basis 

about living and working in South America. 

 

• A2 Students on the French Literature course have been preparing for university and the world of work. In 

addition to looking at works of literature from the 16th to 20th century, students on the course also studied 



the art of translation plus how to prepare a French CV and apply for a job in France. The course proved very 

popular with A2 students, with 20 of them on track to gain an additional level 3 qualification in Language 

skills. Students enjoy the fact that the course is something totally different and that it is education for its 

own sake, rather than just learning how to pass an exam. A real enriching experience! 

 

• As part of the ‘French for University and the World of Work’ course (mentioned 

above), former student D’Arcy Lindsay ran a seminar on his work as a 

professional translator. Students found out about how to train as a Translator, 

the different fields of translation work, looked at the professional software 

used and had 2 follow up sessions where tackled different translation tasks. 

 

• Stephen Way, who is currently studying French and Spanish in his final year at 

Leeds Beckett University, has won the prestigious Languages Student 

Ambassador of the Year Award in a ceremony held at the ALL Language World 

Conference at Dunchurch Park, Rugby, in March. Stephen has been an 

Ambassador for Routes into Languages since 2013 and has worked with several 

secondary schools and sixth form colleges in Leeds and Yorkshire. He spent last 

academic year working as an Assistant in two French lycées in Dole, near 

Besançon. When at home during his holidays, he frequently helps out within 

QE’s Language department and has accompanied three visits to France.  This 

award is a real coup for QE too, as Stephen follows in former student Liam Innis’ 

footsteps in winning the coveted title. 

 

 

 

Maths, Business and Computing 

 

• A team of four Business Studies students has 

outperformed the stock market to secure a place in 

the semi -finals of a national investment 

competition. Competing against 10,000 other teams 

from across the UK, Samuel Bradford, Vanessa 

Wood, Thomas Yare and James Kavanagh secured 

their place in the IFS Student Investor Challenge, 

having made a virtual £7,000 in a three month 

period of online trading.  

The team will now go on to represent QE in the next 

phase of the challenge, where they will be awarded 

points for accurately predicting the closing price of certain assets on a weekly basis, testing a whole new 

skillset. If successful at the semi-final stage, they will have the chance of making it through to the national 

final where an all-expenses paid educational trip to New York and £2,000 awaits the eventual winners. 

It’s been a fantastic opportunity for the students to gain practical experience of the investment world and to 

develop their employability and life skills.  

 



• Business Studies students became digital marketers 

for a first-hand insight into the importance of online 

trading to today’s businesses. In conjunction with 

Foundation for Jobs, Darlington based Curo 

Marketing ran the day-long session for business 

students at QE. 

Working in teams, the A Level Business students 

were given the task of briefing a client on the 

overhauling of their traditional small business so 

that it could become a completely online operation 

over the next 12 months. It required them to think 

about everything from premises and letting people know they had moved online, to regulations imposed by 

internet firms such as Google on the sale of certain products and which website platform to host their 

venture on. 

 

• A group of second year students gained an insight into Darlington 

businesses, their products and services at Darlington Expo 2016. 

Held at the Northern Echo Arena, the event aimed to encourage 

innovation and business growth in and around Darlington. Over 50 

companies were represented, ranging from Star Radio to graphic 

design and financial services companies. Students were invited by 

the Chief Executive of Darlington Building Society, Colin Fyfe, who is 

keen to engage with education to introduce students to the world of 

work and to the range of organisations and their services in 

Darlington. 

The students listened to presentations from Google, European 

Business Coach of the Year, Ian Kinnery, and a fascinating talk from 

Shaun Campbell who set up a foundation to honour Arthur Wharton, 

the world’s first black professional footballer who played for 

Darlington Football Club.   They all also met and talked to representatives from the various organisations, 

including apprenticeship providers, and were encouraged to gain as much information as possible about the 

companies and the roles within them. 

 

Science, Sport & Leisure 

 

 

• Students, coaches, staff, friends and family joined 

one another at QE’s annual Sports Awards 

ceremony in May 2015 to celebrate the College’s 

massive success in sport over the last year. The 

awards were presented by QE’s Vice Principal, Anita 

Blackburn and Joy Colthup, Director of Enrichment. 

Amongst the guests were Mike Crawshaw, Director 

of Culture and Lisa Soderman, Business 

Development Manager at Darlington Borough 

Council. 

The evening recognised the achievements of 

individuals, teams and the selfless contribution made by so many students who volunteer in sport, 

giving their time to inspire others to participate and reap the benefits of being involved. 



For their all-round sporting prowess, Alex Grocott and Mel Lowe were named Sportsman and Sportswoman 

of the Year. Other key awards were presented to Rob West for his contribution to sport in the community 

and to Callum Blades for service to sport. The Team of the Year was the College’s highly successful rugby 

squad 

 

• During September and October 2015, 115 Geography students visited the Lake District on residential 

fieldwork. The students spent three days in the western lakes experiencing a variety of different practical 

data collection exercises ranging from urban environments to rivers and sand dunes. The students then had 

the opportunity to process the data during evening classes led by staff.  This is an essential part of the 

second year course and prepares the students for the geographical skills exam, which they will sit at the end 

of the year. Students really enjoyed the experience and it was an opportunity for them to experience 

practical geography outside the classroom. It was also a fantastic opportunity for the students to develop 

and enhance their employability skills. Students have to plan in advance certain aspects of their river 

investigation, as well as work alongside others in a hazardous outdoor environment. During the trip, 

students have to use initiative, consider aspects of health and safety, work under pressure and solve 

complex problems, which are all essential skills within the workplace.   

 

• QE Rugby players were thrilled to meet the All 

Blacks earlier this year and also receive coaching 

from them. The QE squad attended a community 

morning at Mowden Park Rugby Club where they 

were coached by All Blacks stars Sonny Bill Williams 

and Sam Whitelock.  The All Blacks used the 

Northern Echo Arena as their training base during 

the Rugby World Cup and our players couldn’t 

believe their luck in having such high profile Kiwis 

leading their session, which was full contact and 

held on the main arena pitch in front of more than 

4000 spectators! It was a once in a lifetime 

opportunity for the students to meet and learn from 

the players and staff of the “best Rugby team in the 

world”. A huge thanks to the All Blacks for giving up 

their time and really inspiring our players to 

achieve.  It was a day that that the students and staff who went along will never forget. QE has strong and 

developing links with Mowden Park through the Club’s community programme. 

 

• Last November, a group of first year Chemistry students and a 

group of gifted and talented students from Woodham School took 

part in a session organised by Bradford University. Each first year 

student worked with a Woodham pupil to synthesise a sample of 

Paracetamol and then used infra-red spectroscopy to check the 

purity of the sample they had prepared.  This gave all participants a 

practical insight into the pharmaceutical industry and the skills 

required to work there. 

 



• In December, second year Chemistry students welcomed Dr Peter Hoare from the University of Newcastle 

who brought the RSC ‘Spectroscopy in a Suitcase’ apparatus into College. This was a topical event as there 

had been recent news reports about Russian athletes 

using illegal drugs during the 2012 Olympics in London. 

The students took part in a scenario where they took on 

the role of the scientist who analysed samples of drugs 

found in the possession of four Russian athletes. The 

students had the opportunity to see a working NMR 

spectrometer (the same apparatus used in MRI scanners) 

and to interpret the spectra produced, allowing the 

identification of the drugs. This proved to be an excellent 

opportunity to see the application of techniques studied 

as part of A-level chemistry.  Additionally, the students 

were able to analyse the sample of aspirin they had prepared themselves earlier in the year to determine 

their purity, using infra-red spectroscopy.   

 

• Travel and Tourism students organised the annual Carol Service that takes places in the College. This year, 

the students invited a number of the local community to join them.  Twenty visitors from Age Concern and 

Darlington Town Mission came in to hear the service. The students provided food and had arranged for 

entertainment prior to the Carol Service.  At the end of the service, the visitors were presented with a small 

Christmas gift of homemade biscuits made by the staff of the Travel department. A wonderful way to start 

the Christmas season. 

 

• As part of the Leisure course, students are required to organise an event. The students this year undertook 

the task of running the Christmas party for the children of staff members. The theme of this year’s party was 

‘winter wonderland’, with Christmas trees and a huge sledge full of presents taking centre stage.  A range of 

party games was organised, along with a traditional party tea.  Santa then made his entrance giving each 

child a gift. The students worked really well as a team, and it was an excellent start to Christmas. 

 

• Travel and Tourism students braved the stormy weather and delayed trains to enjoy the Christmas delights 

that Newcastle had to offer.  Students visited the Discovery Museum where they investigated the excellent 

provision for visitors with specific needs.  They also started to get into the Christmas spirit by visiting the 

Christmas markets in Grey Street.  After lunch the students participated in a traditional pantomime at the 

Theatre Royal.  Along with a sell-out crowd, they cheered and jeered at the heroes and villains of the show. 

 

• During January of this year, Daniel Harsley, an ex QE geography student, joined the Geography department 

for a two-week work placement. During his stay, Danny worked with small groups of students reflecting on 

exam performance and technique as well as observing lessons and helped students with some research and 

development for the new specification which will be introduced later this year. Aspiring to move into 

teaching after completing his geography degree at Northumbria University, Danny gained a real insight into 

the profession and offered invaluable support and knowledge to students during his visit. The Geography 

students and staff greatly appreciated his time and work. 

  



• The official launch of QE’s Rugby Academy took 

place at the Northern Echo Arena, Neasham Road, 

Darlington on Tuesday 23 February.  

QE’s Rugby Academy is in partnership with 

Darlington Mowden Park RFC and will start in 

September 2016. It’s an exciting new initiative for 

talented rugby players who will be able to hone 

their rugby skills at the same time as studying for 

their A Levels. 

A typical week for an Academy player will be split 

between the College site and the Northern Echo Arena, giving access to some of the best facilities in the 

North East. Academic and sporting timetables will be carefully designed to ensure that players have 

maximum contact with the professional coaches, players and support staff to drive their rugby development, 

whilst also balancing academic study needs. 

 

• Shona Haston travelled to Wollaton Park in Nottingham on Saturday 5 

March, as part of the County Durham Squad for the 'New Balance English 

Schools' Cross Country Championship 2016'.  

Shona successfully qualified for this event by firstly representing QE and 

Darlington at the County Durham event in January at Meadowfield Leisure 

Centre and then qualifying from a further Northern event, again at 

Meadowfield in early February.  

At Wollaton Park, Shona finished 144th out of a field of 307 in the senior 

girls’ race and was in 4th place out of the 8 runners for the Durham team. Her 

time was 19:06. Shona has done really well to get this far in a very 

competitive sport and all at QE are proud of her achievements. 

 

• The A2 Leisure students organised a health and lifestyle themed activity day for a local primary school.  The 

purpose of the day was to inspire the children to think about progression into College and then possibly 

university.  The day was action packed, with a range of science experiments and practical activities organised 

to fill to the day.  The students did all of the planning and ensured the day ran smoothly.  A warm thank you 

was received from the headmaster, who congratulated the students on their professionalism. 

 

• The AS Sport and Leisure group challenged themselves by taking part in an outdoor activity day at Beamish 

Wild in County Durham. Beamish Wild provides a range of activities to challenge students to overcome fears 

and anxieties and develop new skills. The students were involved in a range of team building activities 

including aerial ropes courses and trust activities. 

The purpose of the visit was to complete the outdoor activities element of the course, and saw the students 

completing an aerial ropes course, camp craft activities along with archery and a range of team work tasks. 

 

• Leisure Studies students visited St James’ Park early to look at the health and safety procedures that such a 

large sports venue has in place.  The students enjoyed a tour of the ground from the top of the stands down 

to the pitch and around the players’ changing rooms.  A very informative and passionate talk was delivered 

providing much valuable information. 

 

• All first year Geography students attended a half day trip to Middlesbrough. The tour allowed students to 

see and experience all aspects of the AS Urban unit. They looked at urban landuse, deprivation, regeneration 

and sustainability. The trip is an excellent opportunity for students to review a major topic before the exams 

and see a case study example for real.  



 

• Thirteen QE students travelled to various sporting locations 

in Tyne & Wear to compete in the AoC Sport National 

Finals over the weekend of 15th – 17th April.  Sport is an 

integral part of College life with many students going on to 

both sporting and academic success. 

At the Tyne & Wear event, champions from 8 regions in 

England, plus Wales and Scotland, competed in 14 different 

sports to determine the British Champions. Over 2000 

young people took part and the QE students, having 

already won their respective regional titles, represented 

the North East in events across five different sports – 

Swimming, Badminton, Tennis, Squash and XCountry. A full 

rundown of the results can be found on the College 

website (click here). 

 

• The QE Sport Development team has joined forces with the 

Darlington Move More team and became known as QE Move 

More. This was put in place to help differentiate between 

recreational sport or activities and the competitive sport that 

the College runs. Through this partnership, students are able to 

access the council’s sports facilities and free or heavily 

discounted sessions. A great success has been the Girls’ Only 

Gym sessions that take place on a Wednesday afternoon at the 

Dolphin Centre, which is free for the students to use. This 

particular session has had 102 students enrol so far who now 

use the gym facilities on a regular basis. The majority of these 

students do not compete for the College in team sports and 

therefore it has been a huge success in our quest to engage students that have been unengaged with sport 

during their transition to FE.  

 

• The QE Move More Team currently run and organise a Rock Climbing club every Thursday night after 

College.  QE’s teaching staff members have been integral to the club with James Stubbs, Julia Magnall and 

Emma Bloxsome volunteering their spare time to instruct, help and give expert advice, which has been 

superb for all of the climbers.  New students have the benefit of one to one tuition, free access to the rock 

climbing facility (Rock Antics in Newton Aycliffe) and a free mini bus journey to and from the venue. The club 

has grown from strength to strength with 9 regular members now attending sessions and enjoying this 

recreational activity. Rock climbing has many great benefits including key employability skills such as 

problem solving, communication, team building and so much more.  Exercise such as rock climbing has also 

been proven to relieve stress, increase confidence and self-esteem as well as offering a huge amount of 

physical benefits. 

 



• We currently have 4 students and one ex-student on 

the ECFA (English Colleges Football Association) 

Activators programme where they are delivering 

football sessions within local schools. The College 

has received £3,000 for Sportivate Projects plus 

£4,500, alongside Nouveau Dance & Fitness in 

partnership with the County Durham Community 

Foundation, which will allow more fitness based 

sessions alongside educational sessions. The College 

has also received £2,000 of funding for an Us Girls 

Doorstep Club. 

 

• Team sports have continued to be successful, competing in a number of sports against full academy teams. 

QE currently has 9 teams across 5 sports including 4 football teams playing in ECFA leagues; 2 Netball teams 

and our Rugby Team competing in AoC Sport Leagues. The hockey and basketball teams play organised 

friendlies against local colleges, state schools and private schools in the area, as North East college leagues 

aren’t possible. We have had another successful North East AoC competition, where 16 students qualified 

for National Finals in swimming, squash, badminton, tennis, cross country and women’s rugby.  

Performance Sport for our gifted students has continued to be a great success. This has offered students 

additional sessions in strength and conditioning, recovery and given students advice in their sports and with 

their own training programmes. 

 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

• Students interested in engineering and science 

careers visited the Big Bang Young Scientists & 

Engineering Fair at Darlington College to find out 

more about the exciting and rewarding 

opportunities within science, technology, 

engineering and maths.  

In the morning, some tested their forensic and 

investigative skills in a crime scene scenario with 

fingerprint testing whilst others explored the 

application of volume, space and shape within 

structural design at engineering workshops.  In the 

afternoon, the students found out more about Physics as well as exploring renewable energies, designing 

and constructing a model wind turbine.  Those involved with the Greenpower Project worked with Cummins 

engineers to demonstrate how they have been designing and building QE’s electric car which was on display 

during the Fair. Student, James Crossley, said: 

‘Pupils from the schools were really intrigued by the car and wanted to know what was involved and how we 

thought we would do on the race day at Croft.  It was great to hear them ask so many questions about how 

it all worked.’ 

Emily West, who took part in the crime scene activity and who plans to study medicine at university, added: 

‘I enjoyed being able to use forensic scientific techniques to see how to detect crimes from looking at 

fingerprints – it is amazing just how much evidence you can gather from a simple test.’ 

 



• The students participating in Future Engineers 

benefit from a range of opportunities, including 

work experience, visits to organisations, links with 

university engineering departments, mentoring and 

e-mentoring.  It comes as the engineering sector, a 

major employer in the North-East, is facing skills 

gaps with an ageing workforce and not enough 

young people coming forward to fill the gaps. 

A number of the firms involved in the Future 

Engineers project, as well as QE, are already 

partners in Foundation for Jobs, a key part of which 

involves encouraging young people to look at opportunities in sectors such as engineering, which are 

expected to be major creators of jobs in the North-East. 

A national award-winning project, Foundation for Jobs is a joint initiative to tackle youth unemployment 

involving Darlington Borough Council, The Northern Echo and the Darlington Partnership of private firms and 

public sector organisations, which has worked with around 5,000 young people since its launch in 2012. 

The Future Engineers students have also built a race car in partnership with engineers from Cummins 

Engines, and support from the Institute of Mechanical Engineers. Staff from Darlington based Cummins 

came into the College to work with students on the electrics and the general assembly of the car ahead of its 

participation in The Greenpower Education Trust challenge, developed to advance young people’s 

understanding of sustainable engineering and technology. 

 

• Students studying A Levels in Maths and Science subjects 

see their academic programme complemented by regular 

trips to industry and universities, work placements and 

access to mentors and specialist advice. Students are also 

encouraged to take part in projects and competitions and 

could find themselves designing and building a Green 

Power electric car to compete at Croft Circuit and other 

race tracks across the country.  The College’s efforts were 

recognised by the Association of Colleges, which 

commended QE in the annual Beacon Awards. 

Students Esther Farnell, Jasper Bruce-Wright and Anna Farquhar have their sights set firmly on engineering 

careers.  Esther, who has just gone off to Sheffield University said: “I’m looking forward to taking my degree 

in mechanical engineering so I can further apply what I have learnt at College.” 

Japser added: “Engineering is incredibly varied so you can keep your options open and it means there will 

always be great career opportunities out there for us.” Anna is looking at a career in civil engineering. She 

said: “I have always been interested in buildings and architecture. I would love to travel and civil engineering 

companies work on projects all over the world.” 

All three students have enjoyed their time at QE because of the support they’ve received from tutors, the 

opportunities the College’s approach produces and the fact their studies are in a college setting outside the 

school environment.  

 

 



• Student James Crossley was successfully nominated for an 

award for his excellent progress at College and his 

contribution to QE’s Future Engineers’ Scheme, particularly his 

involvement in the Greenpower project when a team of 

students built an electric car. James experienced an incredible 

evening at the UBS award ceremony in London. Pure 

Potential, the organisers of the event aim to raise the 

aspirations of sixth form students from state schools and help 

them achieve their full potential.  James is studying A Level 

Physics, Further Maths and Geography and has applied to study Engineering at Cambridge University. 

James described the evening: 

‘It was an amazing experience. The event was in the UBS building, a tall spire of glass and steel that had an 

atmosphere of thriving business. Just seeing the inside such a hugely prestigious financial company was a 

privilege. We heard from inspirational guest speakers, had networking sessions and of course there were the 

awards. It all made me realise that achievement is only as unreachable as you make it and that anyone at QE 

can do the same if they’re driven. Having the chance to learn and practice networking skills was extremely 

useful and gave me more confidence for upcoming university interviews. 

I am so grateful for being given this opportunity and hope that other QE students are able to do the same.’ 

 

• The next generation of top engineers are being 

honed to meet a global skills shortage in a 

pioneering initiative at QE.  A Level students are 

developing their expertise in the classroom, work 

place and race track thanks to the Future Engineers 

Scheme.  The innovative programme is designed to 

nurture high quality students to help employers 

meet the huge demand for top-flight engineers. 

Technologically minded students worked with one 

hundred teenage pupils to build hovercraft as part 

of a project to inspire their interest in engineering.  

The annual Foundation for Jobs event, hosted by QE, also aims to demonstrate to the students the 

importance of science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) subjects for industries pivotal to the 

North-East economy. 

The annual trophy, awarded to the school group judged to have built the winning hovercraft in terms of both 

performance and design, went to Hurworth School. Each team of eight students from seven schools in 

Darlington constructed a basic hovercraft capable of carrying a pilot, which then raced another team. All the 

teams did incredibly well with each producing a working hovercraft and doing this in a fun environment, 

while developing team working skills. It is hoped this will inspire some of the young people taking part to 

become our engineers of the future.  

 



• Students from QE’s nationally acclaimed Future 

Engineers Scheme were this year involved in yet 

another exciting project. A team of four first year 

Future Engineers showed their innovative skills by 

taking part in a six-month project run in conjunction 

with the Engineering Education Scheme and 3M, a 

global technology products company that 

specialises in the production of respirators, a form 

of Personal and Protective Equipment (PPE).  The 

students – Max Clyde, Chantal Goulder, Tom Moody 

and Charlotte Ferguson – worked closely with 

engineers from 3M and other mentors to construct 

a working proof of a concept model for a system to electronically measure the strain of head mounted PPE. 

The students showcased their product at an Assessment and Celebration Day at Newcastle University that 

was attended by over 70 other schools and colleges.  QE’s ‘Project Fred’ has now been put forward to 

receive a British Science Association Crest Gold Award in recognition of the students’ outstanding work. In 

addition, the students’ seventy-five-page report was commended by the Assessors and will be used as an 

exemplar for future schools and colleges – a tremendous accolade. 

 

• A growing number of students are using their A 

Levels to progress to prestigious apprenticeships. 

Employers value A Levels and are keen to recruit 

young people with good A Level qualifications to 

take up higher level apprenticeships where they can 

work, earn and learn, in many instances gaining 

degrees whilst training. Our students who have 

chosen the apprenticeship route have been 

extremely successful in securing fantastic 

opportunities with high profile employers such as 

Glaxo Smith Kline, EBAC, Durham 

Constabulary, Darlington Council and Thomas Cook – to name but a few. 

Savannah Birch from Richmond is one such student. Savannah has just achieved good A Level results in 

Chemistry, Law and Psychology and has won a civil service apprenticeship with the Ministry of Defence in 

Whitehall.  She discovered that she wanted to work in the Civil Service after taking part in a social mobility 

scheme involving a two-week work placement in Whitehall and fended off 8,000 applicants to win her dream 

apprenticeship. She will shortly move to central London to take up her position.  

Jess Adamson from Leyburn is another student on the apprenticeship ladder to success. At QE she made 

excellent progress, has just gained A Levels in Travel & Tourism, ICT and Performing Arts and has secured an 

apprenticeship with Hays Travel in Ripon.  It’s a great start to a career in Travel and very well deserved as 

competition was high with Jess having to excel in a rigorous application process which involved gruelling 

interviews and demanding aptitude tests. 

 



• Launched in September, students now have the 

opportunity to join the College’s own Combined 

Cadet Force. This is an exciting new initiative for 

students to develop employability and life skills. 

Students who become cadets don’t necessarily 

need to aspire to a military career – all will benefit 

from what’s on offer. Membership of the Cadet 

Force will develop leadership and team working 

skills and will promote initiative, discipline, 

resourcefulness, self-reliance, endurance and 

perseverance. Cadets benefit from military training 

expertise and the use of Armed Service facilities for camps, training weekends, visits and courses. An 

extensive range of activities are on offer such as orienteering, canoeing, adventure training, small bore and 

full bore shooting. The contingent is currently exclusively Army but it is hoped that an RAF section will be 

developed in the future. QE’s contingent wears the Royal Corps of Signals cap badge and are in partnership 

with Darlington School of Maths and Science, sharing the same Contingent Commander (Steve Regan) and 

Staff Sergeant Instructor (David Winterbottom). 

 

• Fiona Henderson was successful in her application through the Social 

Mobility Foundation to spend a two week, all expenses paid work placement 

with JP Morgan investment bank in London. The Social Mobility Foundation 

offers a range of residential internships with top companies as well as the 

public sector, allowing students to gain an insight into the professions, learn 

and develop their skills and network with senior members of staff.  They are 

also matched with a mentor working in the career they wish to join during 

their time at college and university. 

Fiona commented: 

“The whole experience of living and working in London was amazing.  I 

learned about the different sectors in the Bank and the range of 

professionals working there.  Networking meetings allowed me to meet senior personnel, helped build my 

contacts and meet people from all over the country.  The programme really developed my confidence and 

presentation skills and I cannot recommend the experience highly enough.’’ 

Fiona, who lives in Catterick, is studying A Level Further Maths and Textiles at QE. Her ambition is to study a 

degree in Finance /Management, possibly at Loughborough University, and then pursue a career in Banking. 

 

• Three students, Emma Squires, Chloe Daly and 

Jasmine Constantine, attended a Darlington Rotary 

Club lunch to give feedback and thank the Rotarians 

for sponsoring them through their Rotary Young 

Leaders Award. The Award involves a rigorous 

selection process before participating in an outdoor 

adventure and team building week where the 

students develop life skills and learn a lot about 

themselves. The students completed their Awards during the summer and went along to the lunch to give a 

presentation about their experiences, sharing photographs and fielding questions. The girls are studying A-

Levels and all intend to progress onto University in 2016. Emma’s ambition is to study Forensic Science; 

Chloe would like to study Dance whilst Jasmine plans to become a nurse. 

 

 



 

• Earlier this year, a group of 30 students took part in 

a trip to Costa Rica where they were involved in 

voluntary work in the community. This was no 

ordinary visit. The students raised money to get 

there and whilst in Costa Rica, helped to renovate a 

building in an orphanage and took part in a tree 

planting project. One of their many tasks was to 

clear huge storm drains around the property of the 

orphanage. They then moved on to renovate a 

building which would be used to teach the children 

of the orphanage life skills, such as cooking, before 

they left the orphanage to make their own way in 

life. The tree planting was carried out as part of a reforestation project to start to counter act the illegal 

removal of trees to increase land area for farming.  Hosted by a local farmer, the students planted enough 

trees to make the visit to Costa Rica carbon neutral.  Alongside the trees flowering plants were also included 

to attract insects to the area.  In addition, the students taught English to the children, organized sporting 

activities and distributed toys and educational materials that they had brought from England.  The students 

also had the opportunity to trek through the cloud forest at night, and were lucky enough to see snakes, 

tarantulas and a sloth. 

 

• Students visited Northwood Primary School in Darlington to return some friends who had visited Costa Rica 

with them.  On the visit Theresa Tiger, Cheeky Charlie Monkey and Bob the Bear from the foundation classes 

did a journey around the Costa Rica with 30 QE students. Whilst in Costa Rica, photos of the mascots were 

sent back to Northwood to keep the children informed of their progress, so it can be integrated into their 

curriculum. It is hoped that this will inspire the children of Northwood and give them the travelling bug. 

 

 

 

• 2015-2016 has been the best ever year for QE in 

terms of successful applications to Oxford and 

Cambridge.  From 27 applicants, 15 offers of places 

have been received – 9 for Oxford and 6 for 

Cambridge.  Not only is this a record number for the 

College, but the success rate of applications to 

offers is over 50%.  Nationally, the ratio of 

applicants to offers is over 4 to 1.  

This success shows that the College punches well 

above its weight in being one of the most successful 

institutions in the North of England in delivering 

Oxbridge applications and offers.  Subject staff offer much support to applicants with specialised input of 

time and extension activities.  The College also offers multiple mock interviews with applicants from subject 

staff, senior managers and external consultants.  In addition, volunteers have been used to supplement 

these mock interviews.  Any Governors willing and able to offer mock interviews to applicants in the future 

would be welcomed! 

 

• Students who will be travelling to Borneo in October 2016 have started their fitness regime early.  A term of 

sports activities has been closely followed up with a running club to get the students to think about their 

levels of fitness.  The challenges they will face when overseas include having to carry everything they need in 



their rucksack and being able to do this at altitude, which itself throws up challenges.  The students have 

turned out in rain, hail and shine and a definite improvement can be seen in fitness levels.   

 

• In February, twenty-two students attended a talk given 

by the Royal Navy regarding Royal Navy careers and 

also took part in a fitness session. The students were 

inundated with advice from the careers team, who 

answered a wide variety of questions posed by the 

students. The fitness session was challenging but fun 

and included many team building exercises. Molly 

Pitcher, a student attending career talk, commented: 

‘’I found the talk really useful. I knew I wanted a career 

in the Navy as an Officer but I didn’t know what I 

needed to do to enable me to do that. The Staff were 

very knowledgeable and I now know exactly what I 

need to do’’.  

 

• Adventurous students organised a fundraising event 

in aid of a once-in-a-lifetime expedition to South 

East Asia. The students will spend two weeks in 

Borneo working on conservation projects and 

staying with a tribal community deep in the island’s 

rainforests. The trip will be a fantastic opportunity 

for the students. As part of the expedition, students 

will volunteer at a Sun Bear sanctuary, complete a 

trek into the Crocker Mountains and spend a day at 

the Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre in Sepilok. 

 

• The achievements of QE’s staff and students have 

been recognised at a prestigious national awards 

ceremony in London. QE’s Higher Education Adviser, 

Liz Bryan, and first year student Lauren McCormick 

travelled to London for the awards ceremony run by 

Pure Potential, an organisation that supports 

students with their university and career decisions 

and which aims to improve social mobility across 

the UK.  Liz was nominated for a Careers Guidance 

Award and Lauren’s nomination was for an 

Inspirational Student Award. 

Sponsored by Ernst & Young, the global financial services institution and the Institute of Chartered 

Accountants, the ceremony took place at Canary Wharf and was attended by over 100 teachers, students 

and careers advisers from across the country. 

Lauren, who has overcome many challenges and lives independently, was recognised for her determination 

and focus regarding her education. Despite the barriers, she is determined to gain her A Levels and her 

ambition is to study Geology at Imperial College.  Pure Potential received over 200 nominations for the 

Inspirational Student Award and Lauren won it! 

Lauren hugely enjoyed the experience – not only did she meet other award winners, but she was able to 

network with leading employers.  Lauren said of her experience: 



“It was amazing to win the Award and also to hear about everyone else’s experiences and what they had 

achieved.  It felt quite surreal to be in a large, corporate environment – something I am not used to.  It has 

given me the inspiration and motivation to carry on working hard and achieve my goals.” 

 

• A group of 14 first and second year students took part in a young people’s focus group about the Tees Valley 

economy and its priorities.  Students were shown a presentation on a range of themes covering transport, 

infrastructure and place, innovation including technology and energy, education, employment and skills and 

business growth. 

After the presentation, students were asked to work in small groups facilitated by a member of the Tees 

Valley staff to identify and comment on what they think are important issues from a young person’s 

perspective, living and studying in the Tees Valley region. 

Students commented that it had given them “food for thought” and that they had learned a lot about the 

region and what the local enterprise partnership is aiming to achieve with the funds allocated to each area. 

Kelly Britton, Careers & Skills Development Officer said that they were really pleased with the feedback the 

students had provided which will go towards helping them to review their Strategic Economic Plan.  

 

• The Centre for Process Innovation (CPI) and 

Darlington Building Society recently joined forces to 

promote business and science career opportunities 

to young people in the Darlington area. 

Eighty A-Level students visited CPI’s National 

Biologics Manufacturing Centre to find out about 

the wide range of careers available in science and in 

business. CPI staff were joined by Colin Fyfe, Chief 

Executive Officer of Darlington Building Society, and 

his team to talk about the many different job roles in both companies. As well as Scientists, Engineers, 

Mortgage Advisors and Branch Managers, students met a Human Resources Manager, a Solicitor, a 

Marketing Manager and a PA / Events Organiser. 

A large part of the afternoon comprised of a speed networking event where groups of students met ten CPI 

and Darlington Building Society employees in turn, and had a chance to ask questions about the 

qualifications needed for each role, what a typical working day is like and the opportunities for career 

development at both companies. 

 

• QE was well represented at this year’s Best of Darlington Awards 

with several students and ex-students being nominated for their 

contributions to the College and the wider community. 

The Young Person’s Contribution to the Community Award was 

won by Sharifah Rahman, an exceptional young woman who is 

making a real difference in the community by challenging 

prejudices, stereotypes and misconceptions. Sharifah’s work has 

involved running education sessions at a local school; meetings 

with Darlington MP Jenny Chapman, the Durham Constabulary and 

PCC Ron Hogg, plus speaking out about hate crimes on BBC Radio 

Tees. Sharifah was prompted into action when a member of her 

own family who was wearing a headscarf was abused in a local 

supermarket. She is a remarkable young woman and an inspiration 

to others. Sharifah’s contribution and commitment was further 

recognised when she was also awarded the Young Citizen of the 

Year award. 



 

Ex-QE student Callum Blades was presented with the Contribution to Sport award for his outstanding 

voluntary work. Callum has regularly volunteered as a coach at Middleton Rangers FC since October 2011 

and acts as a mentor to other young people who wish to be coaches. Callum also coaches voluntarily at 

Evolution Martial Arts where he runs classes for children up to the age of sixteen, including the ‘Little Ninjas’ 

class for 3-5 year olds. Callum has continued his volunteering at university, where he coaches the university’s 

boxing teams and runs strength and conditioning classes for the rugby and football teams. Never one to 

stand still, Callum’s volunteering is going global when he will travel to Ecuador and the Amazon Rainforest in 

the summer in order to work on constructing an orphanage. 

 

Two of the three shortlisted nominees for Academic Excellence were students at QE. Alex Harris achieved 

stunning exam results in his A Levels gaining A* grades in all 5 of his subjects, making him one of the most 

qualified young people in the country. In addition to his commitment to his academic studies, Alex has also 

completed a great deal of voluntary work including at a primary school; at a hospice; with Barnardos; 

founding a music project and organising a Coast to Coast ride. Alex progressed from QE to the University of 

Nottingham to study Medicine; a prestigious and highly competitive course with a very rigorous selection 

procedure. 

Jasmin Abbot, winner of the award for Academic Excellence, came to College with outstanding GCSE results 

(11 A*s and one A, and the A was in Additional Maths which does not have an A* grade) and continued her 

incredible results in her first year by achieving 5 As and a B at AS level. Whilst at College, she spent time 

volunteering at a care home, at a hospital in Tanzania and for the British Red Cross, and organised a trip out 

to South Africa to spend time at an animal rehab centre.  Jasmin also secured a place at Trinity Hall College, 

Cambridge in Medicine – one of the most prestigious and competitive medicine courses in the country. 

 

Current students Jonathan Raiseborough and Jordan Walton were both nominated in the Exceptional 

Student category. Jonathan has been on an incredible journey since joining QE, after being diagnosed with 

OCD during his time at secondary school. During his first year, Jonathan undertook some pioneering 

treatment for his condition that was only available outside London and successfully balanced this with his 

studies. At QE, Jonathan follows a demanding programme of study and still found time to illustrate a 

children’s book for a friend of the family, the proceeds of which will go to the National Autism Society. 

Jonathan is a very talented artist and hopes to pursue a career as an illustrator in the future. Jordan Walton 

is also an exceptional young man who is a young carer for both of his parents. Despite his out of college 

commitments, Jonathan retains an excellent profile of attendance often reaching a full 100% in any half 

term. He consistently meets and even exceeds target grades and remains unwavering in his determination to 

study Psychology at degree level and eventually a career in clinical psychology. Jordan has also regularly 

volunteered at his local nursing home and the British Red Cross charity shop. All of this is set against Jordan’s 

own health issues of hypermobility, yet he is always cheerful and upbeat taking a pragmatic and mature 

approach to realising his goals. 

 

This year, a Chairman’s Special Award was given in memory of Freja Nicholson, who sadly passed away last 

year following a battle with cancer. Simon Nicholson, Freja’s Geography teacher, gave a touching tribute and 

spoke of Freja’s positivity and determination.  

 

 


