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Report for the Student Committee of Governors 

May 2015 
 

Student Association 

 

• In December, the final of the much-anticipated Battle 

of the Bands competition was a great success with a 

huge number of students turning out to see which of 

the bands from the heats would win recording time at 

the Forum and the Liam Harker Trophy. 

The afternoon, hosted by Student Association 

President, Esther Farnell and Lewis Timms, was kicked 

off by White Vinyl, followed by Los Bastardos, Until 

We Meet, Escapada and Soul’d Out. Last year’s 

winners, Hyde, made a guest appearance whilst the 

votes were being counted. The unanimous result was announced to an excited audience by Tim Fisher – 

UNTIL WE MEET was the winners and the band got on the stage for a final song. 

Band member, Liam Everett said: 

‘‘It was a pleasure to be in the Battle of the Bands. All of the bands played at a high standard and we had a 

great time competing against friends from other bands.  We entered the competition to gain more 

performance experience and, hopefully, more fans. It was a big surprise to win and we are grateful for all the 

effort that went into organising the event. It’s exciting to be able to record some of our songs with the 10 

hours recording time we won, so thanks to everyone who was involved – it was a great experience!’’ 

 

• Students entered into the spirit of Christmas early this year by participating in a Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

for a charity in Moldova. Stella’s Voice Charity provides Christmas gifts for boys and girls in orphanages in 

Moldova. They also raise awareness for Human Trafficking in Moldova too. 

This was done in conjunction with The Xcel Centre church in Newton Aycliffe  who arranged for the gifts to 

be taken to children and adults who are in need. 

Beccy Stannard, Student Services Coordinator at QE, said “It’s a great charity and the Student Association 

and QE get involved in something like this every year. This could be the only Christmas present these 

children and adults get – so it makes it all the more special, and important for us to continue to be involved.” 

Tutor groups were asked to donate Christmas presents and the gifts were then wrapped in Christmas 

themed boxes. Gifts were collected enthusiastically and included items of clothing, toiletries, stationery, 

sweets, tinned food and toys. As usual, QE excelled in charity work, donating more than 60 boxes. All of the 

boxes arrived in Moldova before Christmas and were handed out personally to the adults and children. 

Sharon Watterson, a member of the Xcel Centre church said: “I want to thank everyone involved in putting 

the boxes together. This is our fifth year sending gift boxes to Moldova and Stella’s Voice is a Charity very 
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close to our hearts as a church because once a year we have the honour of meeting some of the girls who 

have been rescued from poverty and trafficking. To hear their stories is heartbreaking.” 

 

• This year students at QE have raised a phenomenal 

£3000 for charity. A range of charities have been 

supported but the students’ Charity of the Year was 

MIND, an organisation that provides professional 

support for people experiencing emotional or 

mental health problems. 

At the final Student Association meeting of the year, 

a cheque for £1,185.00 was presented to Christine 

Thompson of Darlington Mind.  To raise this 

amount, the Student Association held various 

events such as Get Lined for Mind, a day when 

students were encouraged to wear stripes and buy 

sweet treats. The Student Common Room was decorated especially for the day with stripy bunting with a lot 

of activities going on including competitions and a mental health awareness stall. The success of such events 

is very much due to the students being keen to make a difference to those suffering from mental health 

issues in their own town. 

 

• The Student Association fundraised for Comic Relief this year, along with the rest of the nation, with the 

theme of ‘Make Your Face Funny for Money’. Various members of staff took funny photos of themselves, 

and the students helped by donating via tutor groups. Students were also encouraged to wear red to 

raise awareness for Comic Relief. The SA also organised Be Funny for Money in the Common Room, where 

three challenges were held over lunchtime for all students and staff to either watch or participate. The 

challenges included:  

� Pie Eating Contest – eating pie with hands tied behind your back  

� Crackers Eating Contest – eating as many crackers as possible without having a drink  

� Doughnut Eating Contest – eating a doughnut without licking your lips 

The event was an entertaining and successful fundraiser, raising £412.98.  

 

• QE had its own Election Fever with elections for a new 

Student Association President and Vice President. This 

year 6 students were in the running for these prestigious 

positions. Overall student interest was phenomenal, with 

most students across the College exercising their right to 

vote. All candidates created their own promotional 

campaigns and presented their views in speeches in a 

packed-out Student Common Room. They also produced 

short videos to highlight their ideas. All the candidates 

did superbly well, proposing changes and policies to 

enhance the student experience. 

The new President of the Student Association is Jasper Bruce-Wright. Jasper came to QE from 

Hummersknott and is studying Computing, Further Maths, Physics and Critical Thinking. Jasper hopes to go 

on to university to study Mechanical Engineering. On running for the President role, Jasper said ‘I found 

that I learned a lot about myself during the campaign week from talking to students to get their views, to 

having to write my speech. I am really looking forward to having a positive impact in and around college 

and working with Nile and the rest of the SA’ 
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The new Vice President is Nile Sharma. Nile came from Yarm School and is studying Biology, Chemistry, 

English Literature and Critical Thinking. Nile wants to go on to study Medicine at university. Nile said "The 

election was a really exciting process that, although at times testing, allowed me to gain previously 

unfamiliar skills. It has been very motivating to have been supported by students who voted, and I am 

determined to deliver the best student experience possible with Jasper and the rest of the Student 

Association." 

 

• This year has seen the Student Association Executive run many successful events, as well as their ever 

popular, monthly Student Association Meetings. 

Every month the Student Association Executive hold meetings for students here at QE to attend where they 

inform the student body of events within College, but also encourage students to give feedback and 

recommendations for the college too. They also endeavour to invite guests to the meetings, from local 

charities, youth organisations etc. In September, guests from Oxfam Charity shop in Darlington encouraged 

students to volunteer in their shop, and representatives from the National Citizenship Service promoted the 

benefits of taking part in voluntary work.  

Later in the year, students also heard from Josh Wakeford who discussed his experiences and plans as 

Darlington’s Youth MP. One of the most rewarding visits this year was from Christine Thompson from 

Darlington MIND. The students chose Darlington MIND as their charity of the year, so Christine came into 

College to receive our cheque of £1,185.00 and also explained to the students where our fundraising money 

will go, and how it can help those in need.  

Other examples of guests included representatives from Darlington Disability to ask for volunteers and also 

Health Watch Darlington to gain feedback from our students about Health Care.     

 

 

The Arts 
 

• A group of 38 students participated in a successful 

European music tour during which they staged three 

concerts in three different countries. 

The students were based in the Dutch town of 

Valkenburg for the duration of their visit, with their 

first concert held in the Basilica of Our Lady in 

Maastricht. Their second concert was in Germany in 

the romantic setting of Stolberg Castle whilst the 

final concert was in the church of St Jacques in Liège, 

Belgium.  All three venues were very different, from 

the lovely rich acoustics of the Basilica to the warm sound of the Knight’s Hall in Stolberg Castle. 

The repertory performed was diverse. The Baroque Ensemble played the A minor double violin concerto by 

Vivaldi; the soloists were Bethan Hacker and David Winlo. They also gave the premiere of a new edition of 

the ‘Solemn Dirge’ for Romeo and Juliet, by the Newcastle-composer, Charles Avison; the soloists were Becca 

Feary and Jo-Ann Lambert. The Classical Choir sang works by Roger Quilter, John Rutter and Thomas Tallis. 

The Rock Choir performed a selection of songs by Katie Perry, Madonna, David Guetta and Bryan Adams, 

while the Jazz Ensemble played a Lion King medley and versions of Louis Armstrong’s What a Wonderful 

World and Gershwin’s Foggy Day. In addition, the student band, ‘Retronym’ performed a number of pop 

songs. 

The students came back tired from their journey home, but everyone enjoyed the experience of performing 

outside the UK. As student Will Kirton said: 
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‘It was a fantastic experience. Friends were made, music was enjoyed by those performing and listening and, 

given the opportunity, I would love to go again’. 

So successful was this tour that music teachers Simon Fleming and Steve McGarvie are planning another in 

2016 to the Czech city of Prague. 

 

• QE’s Rock Choir won the Cornmill’s Chorus – Sing to 

Win! Contest with its rousing rendition of 

Madonna’s ‘Like a Prayer’. 

The 30-strong choir, which specialises in 

contemporary pop, rock and jazz music, also 

scooped £1,000 as well as the chance to perform at 

the town’s Christmas light switch on next year. 

However, the opportunity to perform with Russell 

Watson at Darlington Civic Theatre was an 

unexpected bonus following their star performance 

in front of crowds at the town’s Cornmill Shopping 

Centre. 

QE fought off stiff competition from runners-up Willow Green Songsters and Stage Sing Stars who had all 

made it through to the final after three weeks of heats involving 12 choirs from across Darlington and the 

surrounding area. 

Steve McGarvie, head of music at QE, said: “It’s been a brilliant event and we’ll hopefully be back next year 

to defend the title. The additional prize of the opportunity to sing with Russell Watson was completely out of 

the blue and we’ll grab the opportunity with both hands.” 

Following its triumph, QE’s Rock Choir was invited to Star Radio to record its version of Madonna’s ’Like a 

Prayer.’ To hear the performance which was broadcast on Star, click on this link to 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ladeVLEShgo&feature=youtu.be 

 

• Forty Art students participated in a study visit to a 

very frozen New York where they researched ideas 

for their art and design coursework. Whilst there, 

the students recorded the city through drawing and 

photography and observed the work of many artists 

and designers to assist with the development of 

their own work. 

Despite delays to flights due to bad weather, the 

group arrived in time to travel to the top of a very 

atmospheric Empire State Building surrounded in 

mist and fog. The students visited other famous 

landmarks such as the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, 

Times Square and Central Park with the wintery conditions adding to the experience. They also went to Wall 

Street and the World Trade Centre site where there was notably a more sombre mood as they remembered 

the victims of the 9/11 attacks on New York. 

Visiting galleries such as the Museum of Modern Art, the Guggenheim, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and 

the Fashion Institute of Technology provided a wealth of information for students. The exhibitions allowed 

them to get up close to record the work that they had only seen in books and on the internet. Highlights 

included “Henri Matisse: The Cut-Outs”, “Yves Saint Laurent & Halston: Fashion the 70’s” and “Cubism”. In 

addition, they were lucky enough to catch sightings of actors Hugh Grant and Colin Firth! 
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The trip was an exciting and stimulating learning experience which was very much appreciated by students. 

Student, Sophie Gowling, said: “It was a fantastic opportunity to experience the culture – it’s a world away 

from looking at photos to actually being a part of the city.” 

Livy Thompson added: “I really gravitated towards the raw grittiness of the city. I found myself infatuated 

with the graffiti that danced around the walls, aligned with thought- provoking words that were beautifully 

exposed, allowing the people of New York to stop and listen.” 

 

• In February, 50 AS & A level Textile students visited Bowes Museum to see the “Plumes & feathers in 

fashion” exhibition which was on tour from a design museum in Antwerp. Students also had the opportunity 

to collect research for their exam units.  

 

• In November, A2 Dance students visited London for a two day residential trip, with the view to widen their 

subject knowledge in dance training and performance. The students had the opportunity to take part in two 

professional dance classes at Pineapple Studios, Covent Garden, which increased their technical 

development and extended their practical training experience in a range of dance genres. The students also 

visited Sandler’s Wells Theatre (‘London’s Dance House’) for a rare performance of Akram Khan and Sylvie 

Guillem’s modern dance duet; Sacred Monsters. This linked directly with their Unit 3 theory development, as 

it improved their understanding of the stylistic movement qualities and choreographic processes involved in 

an Akram Khan work. The students were also able to critically analyse and evaluate the performance, make 

connections and comparisons with other professional works and generate insightful interpretations, which is 

a significant element of the Unit 1 written exam paper.  The trip also held other benefits for the group, as it 

provided an experience in which the students were able to bond and build positive relationships. This had a 

positive impact on the development of practical work within rehearsals as students were required to direct 

their peers, and depend on one another when developing group choreography work to a performance 

standard. 

 

• In March, the A Level and Enrichment dancers joined forces to produce a showcase of performances, 

displaying work from both A Level specification and Enrichment dance classes. The performance gave 

students the opportunity to share the productions they had been working very hard to develop, with friends, 

family and staff. For the A Level students, it was the one and only opportunity to perform solo and group 

works which had been generated and developed as part of their practical choreography and performance 

units. This gave every student the performance experience required prior to the practical examination in 

April, and allowed them to gain insight into a professional performance environment, which required them 

to take direction and responsibility for their work. For the Enrichment dancers, it provided a platform to 

present a variety of dance styles in which students had gained experience, and proved an enjoyable 

performance opportunity for all. The evening also gave parents, friends and staff the opportunity to gain 

insight into the high-level of commitment, creativity and professionalism each student developed 

throughout the year, and to enjoy and appreciate a high-standard of technique and performance from 

talented young dancers.   

 

• A group of students spent two days in London furthering their A 

Level studies in Media and Film. The days were packed with exciting 

activities and visits that inspired the students and enhanced their 

learning. Visiting the London Film Museum, they saw a ‘Bond’ 

exhibition with original props and cars from the films.  Later they 

went on to tour the BBC studios to learn about TV radio 

broadcasting and created and presented their own radio drama. 

They also read the news and weather live in the BBC and ended the 
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first day seeing the amazing West End show, Billy Elliot. The second day was equally as busy with an early 

start for them at the Warner Brothers’ Studios to see the sets, props and costumes of the Harry Potter films. 

The trip was excellent and very educational. It gave the students great insight into the media industry and 

the numerous jobs within media and film. More specifically, they came to understand the detailed and 

intricate work that goes on behind the scenes such as pre- production planning and camera work, especially 

at the BBC and within film production. The students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and were an asset to QE. 

The departments definitely plan a similar trip next year. 

 

• In January, a number of AS and A2 Drama and Theatre Studies students visited the Darlington Civic Theatre 

to watch a performance of 'The Woman in Black' as part of their course to help them develop  their 

knowledge and understanding of a range of different styles of theatre as well as for inspiration for future 

performances. The students have also used this visit as part of their planning and preparation for their 

written examination in May where they will complete a Live Theatre Review.   

 

• February saw the students on the Drama Supplementary Programme perform their first production of the 

John Godber Play 'Teechers'. A total of 15 students took part in the event, with a range of roles being taken 

on from actors and lighting technicians to directors, prop making and publicity. One of the students also 

incorporated the production into her ICT course, developing an online programme and website which shows 

details about the development of the production and the final performance. The group had been working on 

the performance for two lunchtimes a week since October and performed in the last week of the February 

term to a number of QE students. The response from the audience was excellent and all current first year 

students who took part have said they would love to do a similar thing next year, but with a new play so 

watch this space! 

 

• Towards the end of March, the Jabberwocky Market arrived in Darlington and the organisers came along to 

a couple of lessons to promote the event to our Drama students. A meeting with the Jabberwocky organisers 

has been scheduled in May to discuss how QE students can get involved with the market in the future and 

also to look at further opportunities between the College and the Jabberwocky to expand students’ 

experience of all aspects of theatre. 

 

 

Enrichment 
 

• Students were involved in Make a Difference Week – 

a week in College focussed on making a difference to 

their own lives, whether it is by improving their 

health or their career prospects or making a 

difference within the community by volunteering, 

promoting understanding and tolerance. 

Various activities to highlight and promote 

opportunities were enthusiastically attended by 

students, with many students organising events 

themselves. As well as a Health & Volunteering 

Roadshow and fun activities on Red Nose Day to raise 

money for the charity, an enormous range of exercise and keep fit sessions were well attended, promoting 

the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. However, the main event was the actual Make a Difference Day when a 

great number of representatives from the local community came in to College to promote their 
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organisations. It was a day to celebrate difference, promote tolerance and was officially opened by the 

Mayor of Darlington Councillor Gerald Lee.  The whole week was a massive success.  Students were very 

receptive, having fun and really doing things that will make a real difference to their lives and the lives of 

others. A huge thank you goes to all of the organisations that came into the College to support us including  

MIND, Darlington Cares, the Buddhist Centre, Friends of the Earth,  the National Citizenship Service, Oxfam, 

Darlington Association on Disability and  many more! 

 

 

 

Humanities 
 

• A group of 21 A Level Politics students travelled 

to Washington D.C to learn more about American 

Politics and to see key political structures for 

themselves. Student, Josh Wakeford, reports: 

‘We toured Congress, sat in a session of the 

House of Representatives and visited the 

Supreme Court to learn more about America’s 

legislative and judicial systems. We also took 

opportunities to speak to enthusiastic US citizens. 

We heard more about the Civil Rights Movement 

from an African American right at the spot where Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his famous I have a 

dream speech, and listened to a peace protester outside the White House who told us about his movement’s 

continuous 34 year sit- in. 

As well as taking in Washington’s political sites, we had time for more casual sightseeing. We visited the 

Washington Monument, the Vietnam War Memorial, the Air and Space Museum and the Lincoln Memorial. 

We also had a chance to sample typical American Cuisine, dining at local burger, pizza, Greek and Chinese 

restaurants.’ 

Student Sophie Bailli described the trip as ‘a once in a lifetime experience which really put our college course 

into perspective,’ whilst Alexandra Logan, commented that the trip was ‘an amazing experience.’  The 

students had a fantastic insight into American politics and the politicians that they met were really 

impressed with their questions and background knowledge. They loved the city and many plan to return. It 

was an invaluable learning experience. 

 

• As part of a campaign to increase youth engagement 

with politics, QE hosted workshops where two 

students will win the chance to share their ideas at a 

national event in Parliament. 

The interactive workshops, ‘Hardcopy or #Hashtag?’ 

were held in the run up to Parliament Week 2014 

and are organised by the Politics Studies Association. 

They provide an opportunity for the College’s 

Politics students to explore how best the UK 

Parliament can embrace digital technology. Two 

students will be selected to represent QE and the 
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North-East region to showcase their best ideas at a headline event taking place in Westminster in November. 

This event will be attended by up to 120 young people, as well as some parliamentarians and will add to the 

work and research being undertaken as part of the Speaker’s Digital Democracy Commission. 

The opportunity for QE to be involved was organised by Josh Newton, a former student of the College, 

recent University of Hull graduate in Politics and rapporteur to the Digital Democracy Commission Students’ 

Forum. Josh said: ‘Participating in the Parliament Week workshop is a brilliant opportunity for Politics 

students to think intuitively and genuinely contribute to making Parliament more in tune with their interests. 

As a former QE student, knowing how keen the College is about encouraging students to think for 

themselves and experience Politics in a variety of settings, I was really keen to get QE involved.’ 

 

• Religious Studies students ran two Passover/Last Supper meals at Holy Trinity church working with the 

College Chaplain, Lynda Gough. The students were involved in an inter-active event which encouraged them 

to see the links between Judaism and Christianity and at the same time encouraging them to experience the 

food, language and thinking behind the two religious celebrations. 

 

• In November, 41 A2 Health and Social Care students embarked on a work placement for a week. The 

students volunteered in a range of care settings around the North East of England, including a wide range of 

local nurseries, primary schools, residential care homes and hospitals including James Cook University 

Hospital. These students gained an invaluable insight into both the demands and rewards of working within 

vital care professions. Furthermore, this experience was a crucial part of securing conditional university 

offers for Primary Education and Undergraduate Nursing applicants. 

 

• For the past seven years small groups of History 

students studying at QE have visited Auschwitz 

concentration camp in Poland as part of the 

Lessons from Auschwitz Project. The scheme is 

organised by the Holocaust Educational Fund and 

involves students sharing their experiences with 

their peers. 

In the last few years QE students have created 

displays, given History Club talks, taken part in 

Darlington Borough Council events and have even 

invited a Holocaust survivor to visit the College. The 

four participating students this year – Max Goodall, Jacob Smith, Josh Wakeford and Jack Wray – 

decided they would like to organise a more permanent memorial and arranged for a cherry tree to be 

planted in the College grounds which would be dedicated to all of victims of genocide and discrimination. 

The tree was planted near the bicycle compound on Abbey Road in a ceremony attended by the Principal, 

Tim Fisher, staff and students. Gary Darby, Head of History, commented: 

‘I am grateful to the four students involved in the Lessons from Auschwitz this year for coming up with the 

idea and making it happen. It’s seventy years since the end of World War II but genocide and discrimination 

have not been consigned to the History books. Hopefully, this commemorative tree will be a lasting reminder 

of the need for toleration, understanding and the necessity of learning the lessons of the past.’ 
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Languages and Literature 

 

• Buoyed up by the success of last year’s Macbeth Project, in which a group of students from all subject areas, 

many with no acting experience at all, produced a spine tingling  Macbeth  with minimal staff help, QE has 

established a new tradition of independent student productions of demanding classic dramas. This year’s 

production of Doctor Faustus was spectacular and held the audience spellbound with its combination of 

raucous Jacobean comedy and dark, philosophical tragedy. Directors Nicola Barker and Daniel Brennan led a 

wonderful team of actors, set and costume designers, lighting, technicians, hair and makeup artists and 

business managers with minimal help from staff coordinator Cressida Eastwell. The team made a healthy 

profit of £500 to donate to St Teresa’s Hospice and proved that, given a chance to work on an independent 

and ambitious project, QE students rise to the challenge. 

 

• Links have been particularly developed this year between QE’s French department and schools in Newton 

Aycliffe. 12 AS French students took part in Greenfield School’s International Symposium of learning in 

October. They worked in pairs with groups of year 10 and 11 pupils from Greenfield and Sunnydale on a 

variety of speaking and reading tasks and also shared ideas about how to learn with some visiting Dutch 

teachers. Manon Le Gouestre, one of our French Assistants, also spent a day a week at Woodham School 

from October-December, helping their year 11 students to prepare for their GCSE speaking tests. This was 

then followed up with some of our A2 students, Manon and Louise Nicholson delivering a Masterclass in 

reading in April to help the students to prepare for their GCSE reading exam. 

 

• 30 French students took part in a study day at the Tyneside Cinema, Newcastle, in November. They had a full 

screening of the film ‘Les Choristes’ (an option at A2), followed by a lecture in French from Newcastle 

University’s Dr Leahy. The afternoon saw a variety of group activities and tasks, all done in French. The 

students managed very well and had a most enjoyable day. 

 

• The French department’s Buddying programme has gone from strength to strength. Almost all A2 students 

have at least 2 AS students that they have been working with for 20-30 minutes a week since October. Their 

primary focus is to give them additional 1 to 1 speaking practice, following a structured programme, but the 

second years are also a great help in dealing with other areas of difficulty such as grammar, reading and 

improving confidence in general. 

 

• In March, a group of 34 French A level students and their 

teachers embarked upon a visit to take part in a home 

stay with French families. The students had two full day 

excursions to Paris itself, a day at the chateau and town 

of Fontainebleau and a day at Disneyland! Highlights 

included the Montmartre district and Latin quarter, as 

well as Victor Hugo’s house, a Bateau Mouche trip along 

the river Seine and of course the Eiffel Tower itself. The 

visit proved to be an invaluable opportunity for students, 

as they were able to put their language skills into full 

practice, given that most of the host families spoke very 

little English. 
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• The  department's exchange with the Albrecht 

Gymnasium in Neustadt took place for the second time 

this year and was again a great success. This time our 

students were the first to visit. After some major activity 

on social media, 12 AS students and 1 A2 student (a 

bigger group than last year) went to meet their German 

partners at the end of January. It turned out that the 

teachers’ careful “match making” had been successful 

and all the partners got on very well. In some cases the 

visitors were particularly delighted with their host 

mother’s cooking! Visits included the castle in Coburg and 

a guided tour of Bamberg by the principal of the school as well as a village formerly cut in two by the DDR 

border. Accommodation for the German students on their return visit in March went equally smoothly. 

Although our host families live so far apart, the students managed to organise social events and trips on the 

weekend quite independently.   Again, a highlight was Whitby but, unlike last year, none of the German 

visitors felt an urge to swim in the North Sea!  

 

 

 

Maths, Business and Computing 

 

• In November over eighty of QE’s keenest 

mathematicians entered the annual UK 

Mathematics Trust  Challenge, the highest number 

of entries we have had in the years that we have 

been taking part. They achieved excellent results 

with 77% of those entering receiving a certificate, 

compared to 60% nationally. Altogether QE 

students were awarded twelve gold, nineteen 

silver and thirty-one bronze certificates. The most 

outstanding achievement was that of second year 

Joe Wall who gained full marks. Joe was one of 

only sixty students to perform to this standard out of the thousands who took part. Joe and seven other high-

scoring students were invited to compete in the follow-on rounds which pose even tougher challenges of 

mathematical skills and understanding. Joe Wall and Wes Chow both qualified for Round 1 of the British 

Mathematical Olympiad with Wes scoring highly enough to also be invited to take part in Round 2. 

QE also entered a team in the regional heats of the UK Senior Team Maths Challenge at Teesside University. 

The team consisted of second years Joe Wall and Wes Chow as well as first years Emily West and Harry 

Farnworth. The team performed extremely well scoring highly across all rounds and finished in joint-second 

place. 

 

• A group of first year Maths students enjoyed a visit to Newcastle Theatre Royal in March to see the Maths 

Inspiration show. Maths Inspiration is one of the largest Maths enrichment programmes for teenagers in the 

UK and it gives them a chance to experience some of the UK's most inspiring speakers presenting 

mathematics in the context of exciting, real-world situations. The students really enjoyed the show which 

featured topics including angular momentum and probability. 
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• On the last afternoon of the Autumn term the Maths department took 150 of their students to Darlington 

Odeon to a private screening of the Oscar-nominated film ‘Imitation Game’. The film starred Benedict 

Cumberbatch in the role of Alan Turing, one of the UK’s most gifted mathematicians who played a vital role 

in the breaking of the Enigma codes in World War II.  

 

 

 

Science, Sport and Leisure 
 

• All first year Geography students were taken on a half day trip to Middlesbrough. The tour allowed students 

to see and experience all aspects of the AS Urban unit. They looked at urban land use, deprivation, 

regeneration and sustainability. The trip was an excellent opportunity to review a major topic before the 

exams and to see a case study example for real.  

 

• In March, students and staff excitedly observed the 

most significant eclipse of the sun visible from 

Darlington for many years. Physics students such as 

David Pauli, Wesley Chow and Esther Farnell used a 

special solarscope which the college purchased from 

a specialist supplier in France in order to observe the 

eclipse safely.  Vice Principal Steve Hunnisett, who is 

also a physics teacher, explains “Eclipses of the sun 

are quite rare and for the eclipse to take place during 

the College day was very special.  We set up an 

observatory for our students to follow the progress of the eclipse as the moon passed in front of the sun and 

obscured 90% of its diameter. Physics students in particular were keen to see this important celestial event 

as they cover the mechanics of the solar system and the science  of the Universe as part of their A level 

studies.   Being able to see science in action in this way adds to the fun of learning.”  Other students and staff 

donned safety glasses to observe the eclipse. 

 

• A Level Geology students enjoyed a week long 

field trip to the European Alps. The main 

purpose of the trip was to study the landscape 

and geological evolution of one of the world’s 

great glaciated fold mountain belts. But they 

also participated in a number of exciting 

adventure activities, including rock and ice 

climbing and trekking up a glacier. 

The Alps were created by the collision of the 

European and African continental plates 

between 35 and 5 million years ago and are the 

highest mountains in Western Europe. Such provinces are an integral part of the A Level Geology course and 

students at QE had the opportunity to investigate these landscapes in person. 

During the trip the students trekked 1000 metres up a mountain to the famous icefall on Glacier d’ 

Argentiere in France, travelled on a cable car to the 3842m high summit of the Aiguille du Midi and explored 

the high mountainous terrain around Lac d’ Emosson in Switzerland. However, the undoubted highlight of 

the excursion was trekking across the crevassed surface of Mer de Glace, Europe’s longest glacier. Under the 
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supervision of a team of experienced mountaineers led by Stuart McDonald, whose many achievements 

include an ascent of Mount Everest, the  students and staff were guided down the ‘via ferrata’ ladders that 

have been bolted onto the 150m high sheer rock cliffs that flank the glacier. Once on the glacier the party, 

now equipped with crampons and ice axes, engaged in activities such as abseiling down crevasses and 

climbing vertical sections of ice. 

The visit not only provided a valuable learning opportunity to study mountains and glaciers at first hand but 

it was also great fun and created many lifelong memories. The department is currently organising next year’s 

trip. 

 

• Chemistry students Henry Rolt, Tom Law and Charlotte Fletcher represented QE at the RSC Schools’ Analyst 

Competition at Teesside University in March.   The students completed a series of practical analytical 

determinations based on problems related to industrial or social needs.  

 

• A group of first and second year chemistry students attended the Easter holiday revision workshops hosted 

by Dr Peter Hoare at Newcastle University in April.  These intensive 5 hour sessions gave the students a 

chance to revisit all of the content of the specification and to get a taste of working in a university setting. 

 

• Travel and Tourism students organised the annual Carol Service that takes places at College.  This year the 

students invited a number of people from the local community to join them.  Twenty visitors from Age 

Concern and Darlington Town Mission attended and the students provided food, and arranged the 

entertainment prior to the carol service.  At the end of the service the visitors were presented with a small 

Christmas gift of homemade biscuits made by the staff of the Travel department. A wonderful way to start 

the Christmas season. 

 

• As part of the Leisure course the students are required to organise an event.  The students this year 

undertook the task of running the Christmas party for the children of staff members.  The theme of this 

year’s party was Winter Wonderland, with Christmas trees and a huge sledge full of presents taking centre 

stage. A range of party games was organised, along with a traditional party tea.  Santa then made his 

entrance giving each child a gift.  The students worked really well as a team, and it was an excellent start to 

Christmas. 

 

• Travel and Tourism students braved the stormy weather and delayed trains to enjoy the Christmas delights 

that Newcastle had to offer.  First the students were transported to Newcastle of the past when they visited 

the Discovery Museum and also investigated the excellent provision for visitors with specific needs.  Next 

they started to get into the Christmas spirit by visiting the Christmas markets in Grey Street.  After lunch the 

students then participated in a traditional pantomime at Theatre Royal.  Along with a sell-out crowd they 

cheered and jeered at the heroes and villains of the show. 

 

• The A2 Sport and Leisure students organised a Rugby World Cup themed sports activity day for a local 

primary school.  The purpose of the day was to inspire the children to think about progression to College and 

then possibly university.  The day was action packed, with a range of team games organised to fill the day.  

The students did all of the planning, and ensured the day ran smoothly.  A warm thank you was received 

from the headmaster, who congratulated the students on their professionalism. 

Rob West, a QE student, said “It was great to work with the students. We all really enjoyed it, but it has 

shown us what hard work event planning is.” 

 

• The AS Sport and Leisure challenged themselves by taking part in an outdoor activity day at Beamish Wild in 

County Durham. Beamish Wild provides a range of activities to challenge students to overcome fears and 
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anxieties and develop new skills. The students were involved in a range of team building activities including 

aerial ropes courses and trust activities. The purpose of the visit was to complete the outdoor activities 

element of the course, and saw the students completing an aerial ropes course, camp craft activities along 

with archery and a range of teamwork tasks. 

 

• Team sports have continued to be successful, competing in a number of sports against full academy teams. 

QE currently has 9 teams across 5 sports, 7 teams playing in AoC Sport leagues, and 2 that organise friendlies 

against local schools and colleges as North East college leagues aren’t possible. We had another successful 

North East AoC competition, when 12 students qualified for National Finals in swimming, squash, 

badminton, tennis and cross country. A new programme which has been a huge success is Performance 

Sport for our gifted students. This has offered QE students additional sessions aimed at improving strength 

and conditioning, nutritional advice, and active recovery sessions.  

 

• Recreational Sport has continued to grow from strength to strength in the College. This year we received 

substantial funding following a successful bid to Sport England, appointing a new Female Fitness Activator. 

We are now starting to see the results of this, with more female students than ever before engaged in 

physical activity through the development of netball programmes, women’s football week initiatives and 

numerous fitness and activity sessions. Within the recreational sport programme we have offered over 35 

different programmes, and have more than ever ‘non-sport’ students involved in physical activities. We are 

now in the final planning stages of our new partnership with ‘Darlington Move More’, to re-brand all our 

recreational programmes to ‘QE Move More’. This will mean that there will be better promotion of the 

Council’s sport programmes, and we will begin to run loyalty card initiatives, rewards for attendance, and 

joint branding with the Dolphin Centre.  

 

• A group of students from QE has attended climbing sessions at Rock 

Antics in Newton Aycliffe. Organised by College Sport Maker, Joe Cooke, 

rock climbing is another great example of the vast range of activities now 

on offer as part of QE’s recreational sport programme. 

During the sessions the students were taught all basic elements of 

climbing with funding coming from Tees Valley Sport, via Sportivate, an 

initiative that allows students to access new opportunities. In the final 

session all the students took, and passed, their green card assessment 

allowing them to access the wall unsupervised. When we set the climbing 

sessions up we never envisaged how successful they would be. All the 

students who participated are now green carded, meaning the sessions 

are sustainable as they can continue to attend now college sessions have 

finished. Thanks go to the management at Rock Antics for their support 

and for allowing the students to take their green card assessment free of charge. Thank you also to 

Chemistry teacher, Julia Magnall, who has been a driving force behind the programme and to Tees Valley 

Sport for Sportivate funding. 

 

• Our Activator programme is now growing steadily, with students trained up in Volleyball, Netball, Futsal, 

Hockey, Cricket and Tennis. These students have completed National Governing Body qualifications, and 

take on responsibility of these sessions within College, developing social and employability skills. We now 

work closely with 15 National Governing Bodies and a growing number of community clubs to enhance our 

offer, and to provide progression and developmental opportunities for our students.  
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• QE’s most popular sport sessions have continued to grow, such as Team19 Futsal which attracts over 40 

students, and Touch Rugby which has over 30 attendees. We have developed these, alongside adding new 

activities such as our new QE Rock Climbing club, and our girls’ only bootcamps, which have been really 

popular. The Duke of Edinburgh Award has also been added to the programme recently, which is sure to be 

a very popular option amongst the students, with many already signed up. This is organised through 

Mowden Park RFC, who we also run a satellite club with, and this link is proving to be very effective for both 

parties. 

  

• QE has been identified by England Hockey as an example of 

good practice and invited to run a new participation offer. 

England Hockey has been trialling a behaviour pilot, looking 

at what attracts students to activities, and are using the 

findings to shape their future offer. As a result, England 

Hockey has been into QE to deliver an activator award for 

students and the students involved are now responsible for 

driving forward Rush Hockey. Rush Hockey is ‘indoor 

recreational hockey’ and the students are currently 

delivering sessions on Friday lunchtimes. The student 

activators are also looking at how new marketing and promotional activity helps recruit and retain student 

involvement in the sport. It has been brilliant to be chosen as one of England Hockey’s pilot sites and we 

are really looking forward to trialling their new marketing and products. The students’ input will be 

imperative and the feedback they give to England Hockey will shape how the National Governing Body 

moves forward with its offer for colleges. This is another example of QE being recognised as an example of 

good practice nationally. 

 

• As part of England Netball’s  cancer 

awareness  campaign, QE College and 

Hartlepool Sixth Form College came 

together to play  friendly games of Netball 

. Players from both colleges wore items of 

pink clothing and together organised the 

whole event, running a tournament and 

providing student referees.  The girls 

raised £20 for cancer research by donating 10p for each goal scored. This sum will go to a collective fund 

from all the North Eastern Colleges that took part.    

It was a great event that saw two rival teams come together for a worthy cause. 

 

• QE was extremely proud that Tamara Taylor captained the England Women’s Rugby Team in the Six Nations 

Championship. Tamara, in her role as RFU Community Development Officer, works closely with the 

College, supporting rugby development generally and coaching the girls’ rugby team. 

Tamara started playing rugby at the age of 11, plays for Darlington Mowden Park Sharks and was part of the 

winning England Women’s World Cup Team. She was delighted to be captaining the Six Nations Team and 

made her debut as England’s captain in Swansea against Wales. 

 

• At the Grand Final of the Darlington Sportswinners’ Scheme, QE’s Student Sport Management Team from 

2014 won the FE Team of the Year Award. 
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 The Student Sport Management Team made a massive contribution to 

the College community and to local schools. They held regular 

meetings and took on new tasks and challenges on a daily basis, 

regularly sharing their thoughts and ideas with Senior Managers and 

the College Governors. 

The Team supported sport staff in promoting sports events, helped to 

coach in schools and at College sports sessions, they officiated and ran 

leagues and events such as the National Women’s Football Week 

Futsal taster sessions for girls. As part of College Open Evenings and 

careers fairs in partner schools they promoted sport and helped stage 

sports events such as rugby masterclasses, Futsal coaching and netball 

sessions as well as displays and talks about the sporting opportunities 

at QE. A major project was the Future Leaders’ Scheme where they worked in partnership with Longfield and 

Hummersknott schools to help them set up their own Sport Management Teams. In addition, the Team also 

organised fun events in College such as a Conga/Cha-cha Slide dance event for Children in Need and a Total 

Wipeout games session during College Health Week, all to encourage students to take part in sport and be 

active. Alongside all of this they contributed to the national sports agenda. Two of the Team attended a 

conference at St George’s Park where they spoke about sports leadership at QE and how the College is doing 

pioneering work in leadership for students. 

The Student Sport Management Team really deserve recognition for the great work they did and the massive 

impact they made on College and community sport. They are worthy winners of the Award. 

 

• QE’s Sports’ Development Co-ordinator, Paul Carroll, has had his 

achievements acknowledged by the Association of Colleges and 

Paul is now part of its Sport Team Nineteen Programme – Hall of 

Heroes. 

This is in recognition of Paul’s work at QE in developing 

recreational football with the support of the Student Sport 

Management Team. 

Paul explains: 

“Team Nineteen is a football initiative aimed at involving more 

students in football. With Team Nineteen, as well as playing, students are encouraged to referee and act as 

administrators for the leagues, creating league tables, fixtures and top goal-scorers charts. 

Futsal at QE is pivotal in Team Nineteen and the College’s leagues give students something new to take part 

in as opposed to conventional 5 v 5 games.  The popularity of the leagues grew because of this – so much 

that there are now two leagues over two lunch times with 30-40 students playing in each. 

QE football is excellent for both team and recreational players with a dedicated team of staff and superb 

support from the Student Sport Management Team. I am proud to be a part of it.’ 

 

• A group of 15 pupils from Northwood Primary School 

attended the ‘QE Christmas Games’, a variety of 

festive activities arranged by QE students who are 

taking their Community Sport Leaders’ Award. 

The afternoon was about having fun and starting to 

get into the Christmas spirit with the students 

organising games such as Santa and the Reindeer, 

Stuck on the Snow, the Santa Relay and Pass the 

Snowball. The Northwood pupils really enjoyed 
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themselves and each one received a certificate and a chocolate treat for taking part. The QE students loved 

organising the event and working with the pupils from Northwood Primary. The afternoon started to get 

everyone excited and ready for Christmas! 

 

• In March, 12 QE students competed in the AoC (Association of 

Colleges) Sport National Finals at the University of Bath after 

qualifying in various sports. Sport is an integral part of College life 

and QE has a strong tradition of students enjoying both sporting 

and academic success. 

At Bath, champions from 8 regions in England, plus Wales and 

Scotland, competed in 14 different sports to determine the British 

national champions. Over 2000 young people took part in the 

championships and the QE students, having already won their 

respective regional titles, represented the North East in events 

across 4 different sports – Swimming, Badminton, Squash and 

XCountry. 

To help the students towards the costs of going to the National 

Finals they all took part in fundraising activities ranging from cake sales, Dodgeball and Futsal competitions 

and a bag pack at Sainsburys in February. 

 To have 12 students qualify in 4 sports makes QE a well-represented college and therefore one of the best 

colleges for sporting opportunities in the country. All of the students were a credit to the College, their 

families and themselves and their sporting abilities were there for all to see. The students’ commitment, 

enthusiasm and sense of teamwork were equally impressive. The students who qualified were:- George 

Peden (Squash), Jonny Vasey (Swimming), Laura Burdis & Wes Chow (Mixed Doubles Badminton), Ben 

Potter, Sean Haycock, Joe Rawlinson, Matty Bell, Luke Hewitson, Molly Hackett, Iona O’Shea and Emily 

Robertshaw ( XCountry.) 

 

• Students from two North East colleges came 

together to compete in the inaugural Hedley Cup in 

memory of their former sports teacher and coach, 

Wayne Hedley. Wayne died of cancer last year at 

the age of 34 and Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form 

College in Darlington and Sunderland College 

launched the sports competition to pay tribute to 

him as he had worked at both colleges.  

The Hedley Cup will be an annual competition 

between the two colleges with students competing 

in a range of sports and the winning college 

keeping the trophy until the following year. Guests of honour at this year’s opening event were Wayne’s 

mum and stepdad, June and Bobby Workman, who watched almost 100 students take part. 

Paul Carroll, QE’s Sports Development Co-ordinator, said: 

“The Hedley Cup is a really fitting way for us to remember and honour Wayne and the sporting legacy he left 

at both colleges. The students, staff and Wayne’s family all enjoyed a great day of sport that was played in 

the right spirit.” 

The students competed in netball, basketball, boys’ football, girls’ football and mixed tag rugby. The results 

were two wins each – wins for QE in netball and basketball and wins for Sunderland College in both football 

matches – and a draw in the rugby fixture. This means that each college will keep the trophy for six months 

before battling it out again next year. 
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Wayne’s mum, June, presented the trophy to the colleges’ team captains – Sam Lorimer from QE and Amber 

Mcloughlin from Sunderland College. 

Graham Mytton, Head of Sport at Sunderland College, added: 

“It was fantastic to see so many young people competing for their college and trying to win the Hedley Cup. 

Wayne loved to play, coach and watch sport and his ability to enthuse young people and get them playing 

was the inspiration for the event. I am really looking forward to an even bigger Hedley Cup in 2016.” 

 

 

• QE’s Student Sport Management Team has announced the 

new Leadership Team for 2015-16. The Team is a firmly 

established element of sport in the College, giving students 

a voice and involvement in the planning, strategy, 

organisation and running of all sporting and physical 

activites. Over the last few years the College has built a 

national profile in the world of college sport and a 

reputation as pioneers of student-led sport leadership 

programmes. 

In keeping with the philosophy of what the Team is about, 

the 2014-15 leaders, Beth Donaldson, Beth Squire & Sam 

Bell carried out a recruitment process which involved an 

application followed by interviews. 

Beth explains: “With nearly 30 applications, the selection 

process was tough and the interview responses were 

extremely high quality. It was highly competitive.” 

Sam adds: “We are really happy with the appointments, and believe they can carry on the good work of the 

Team and take it to a new level next year.” 

The new leaders will work alongside the current Team for the remainder of the academic year before taking 

on their roles fully in September. They will also begin to recruit fellow students to work in their project 

teams. The successful students are: 

Team Leaders: Chloe Daly, Ellie Cosstick, Emily Gauja 

Secretary: Olivia Robinson 

QE Move More: Harley Smith 

Promotion: Emma Squires 

QE Sport: Issac Leigh-Howarth 

PE: Danielle Rowe 

Future Leaders: Laura Hailes 

Projects & Events: Emily Birks 

Check out the work of the team on Twitter: @QEStudentsport 

 

• After a successful Women’s Football Week during 

October 2014, Durham FA initiated a Women’s 

Football follow up week in March. To mark this, 

QE ran a women’s indoor football taster session. 

This session was a mixture of Football and 

Handball and was a massive success. Twenty-four 

female students participated in the session with 

the majority not currently involved in regular 

exercise. Kate Dayton and Kelsey Holmes who play for the QE Girls’ Football Team helped run the session 
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with QE’s Sport Activator Jess Russon.  Dave Scott from Darlington Spraire Lads and Lasses FC was also 

present to pass on some expert advice. 

 

• Students, coaches, staff, friends and family joined 

one another at QE’s annual Sports Awards 

ceremony to celebrate the College’s massive 

success in sport over the last year. 

The awards were presented by QE’s Vice Principal 

, Anita Blackburn and Joy Colthup, Director of 

Enrichment. Amongst the guests were Mike 

Crawshaw, Director of Culture and Lisa Soderman, 

Business Development Manager at Darlington 

Borough Council. 

The evening recognised the achievements of 

individuals, teams and the selfless contribution 

made by so many students who volunteer in sport, giving their time to inspire others to participate and reap 

the benefits of being involved. 

Paul Carroll, Sport Development Co-ordinator at the College, said: 

“The evening was a complete success and thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. A large number of our 

students participate in a wide range of sports at all levels and I am extremely proud of all their attainments.” 

For their all-round sporting prowess, Alex Grocott and Mel Lowe were named Sportsman and Sportswoman 

of the Year. Other key awards were presented to Rob West for his contribution to sport in the community 

and to Callum Blades for service to sport. The Team of the Year was the College’s highly successful rugby 

squad. 

 

• Beth Donaldson, a student at QE, has won a place on the National 

Association of Colleges (AoC) Sport National Youth Council. 

Competition for places is extremely high and Beth continues a fine and 

long tradition of QE representation on the Council. 

Beth, who is Secretary of QE’s renowned Student Sport Management 

Team, says: 

‘The 2015 programme will involve me in planning and leading events at 

well-known venues such as the annual Festival and College Sport Week 

at the National Football Centre, St George’s Park, as well as the AoC 

Sport National Championships at Bath University. I will have the chance 

to make a real difference in a range of sports both locally and nationally 

and there’ll be the opportunity to impact on decision-making in sport in Further Education.  Overall, the 

programme is giving college students a voice and providing exciting opportunities for personal 

development.’ 

The first meeting of the Council was held at St George’s Park in early February. 

Beth further comments: ‘ I am very pleased and honoured to have been selected.’ 

Beth lives in Trimdon and is an ex pupil of Sedgefield Community College. At QE she is studying A level PE, 

Law and Psychology and in the autumn will go to university to read Law. 
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Miscellaneous  

 

• A group of 18 students and two members of staff from 

QE visited Nepal in October where they spent time 

helping deprived communities. Nepal is the poorest 

country in South Asia and ranks as the twelfth poorest 

country in the world with half the population living 

below the poverty line and about one third living 

without clear water. Half the children are malnourished 

and underweight as most Nepalese live on $1 a day or 

less. 

Teacher, Nancy Wall, led the expedition and explains: 

‘‘The  group  spent 12 days in Nepal, the first four days  on the Helambu trek, an exhausting but exhilarating 

experience which allowed the students to see the superb views of the surrounding mountains and villages.  

The students trekked through the clouds where camping was a challenge, with one night being more 

memorable than the others as many were sharing their tents with leeches! 

The project phase was based within the local community, working with children in a charity school close to 

Kathmandu where the students helped to plaster two classrooms as well as boundary walls.  The walls were 

then decorated with educational displays to help the children develop their English skills. The students also 

gave English lessons and organised sports activities using sports equipment and teaching materials they had 

brought with them. The final day included a visit to the major temples in Kathmandu including the Monkey 

Temple, so called due to the high number of monkeys that live there. 

The visit was truly an eye opener and gave an insight into a very different way of life.  Our students were a 

credit to themselves and the College and in some small way they have enhanced the lives of at least 120 

school children in Nepal who now have a classroom to be taught in.  The students also have a greater 

appreciation of their lives at home and hopefully this visit will have encouraged them to do other 

volunteering activities.”  

 

• A group of students who visited Nepal in October last year has organised several fundraising events 

following the devastating earthquake that happened recently.  They started with a simple cake sale in 

college raising £180, which is to be followed up with a larger event at a local hotel.  The students have 

stayed in contact with the staff of the school and have contacted them over social media to find out the 

position they are in. The school visited during October has sustained some damage with the upper floors 

being destroyed; however the people who work at the school are safe and alive. 

 

• Having being selected for the World Challenge trip to Costa Rica next October, the students have started 

their fitness regime early.  A high impact term of metafit has been closely followed up with a running club to 

get the students to think about their levels of fitness.  The challenge they will face when overseas is not only 

that of having to carry everything they need in their rucksack, but also being able to do this at altitude.  The 

students have turned out in rain, hail and shine and a definite improvement can be seen in their fitness 

levels. 
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• Ten students from QE have won places at the 

universities of Oxford and Cambridge. Competition 

for prestigious Oxbridge places is intense with only 

the highest achieving students gaining offers after 

undergoing challenging interviews. Two of the 

students have unconditional offers but the other 

eight places are dependent upon the students 

attaining top results in their final A Level exams. 

Eight of the QE students have offers from 

Cambridge University and 2 have places at Oxford. 

The two students off to Oxford are Max Goodall to 

read Music at Homerton College and Amy Robson who has an unconditional offer for Geography from St 

Anne’s. Of the eight going to Cambridge, Alex Sowerby, Wesley Chow and Joe Wall will study Mathematics 

whilst Jasmin Abbott has a highly coveted place for medicine; Jessica Dobson will read Geography, Nick 

Heitler’s subject is Philosophy, whilst Alex Wall’s degree will be in History; Eve Crawshaw will take up her 

unconditional offer for Politics, Psychology and Sociology at King’s. QE’s Principal, Tim Fisher, comments: 

‘Once again QE has been highly successful in enabling outstanding young people to gain entry to Oxford and 

Cambridge, showing that  our students can compete with the best in the world. To have ten students with 

Oxbridge offers is tremendous and testament to the high calibre of the students and the work their teachers 

do in preparing them for the next stage in their lives. I am exceptionally proud of their achievements.’  

QE continues to achieve a much better offer to applications ratio (50%) than the national average. 

Students are very effectively supported in their applications. Mock interviews in November, for prospective 

applicants, have been extended with volunteers (including those from the Rotary Club, Governors and ex QE 

staff) making a valuable contribution to students’ preparations for interview. Our students’ continued 

success follows our now annual Students and Parents’ Oxbridge Evening in March. Whilst parents listened to 

a very informative presentation from the School Liaison Officer from King’s College Cambridge, students 

participated in workshops with King’s College undergraduates and ex-QE students who are currently 

studying at either Oxford or Cambridge. The evening was, as usual, very successful and it is always a pleasure 

to welcome back our ex-students who can empathise with our current students. Students have also visited 

the Oxbridge Conference in Newcastle and residential Open Days. Applications to UNIQ (Oxford) and Sutton 

Trust (Cambridge) Summer Schools as well as other Sutton Trust Summer Schools have continued in large 

numbers which have provided great experiences for students and been highly motivational. 

 

• A scheme to help students develop their 

employability skills has proven to be a 

triumph once again. Darlington Cares – a 

partnership of the town’s employers whose 

skills and expertise are matched to 

community projects – has worked with 40 

second-year students at QE to help them 

tackle job applications, interviews, improve 

their CVs and heighten awareness of the 

range of career options available. A pilot of the employability scheme was launched last year and, following 

its success, the scheme was expanded to accommodate more students, mentors and sessions. Over six one-

hour sessions, seven mentors from Darlington Borough Council, Darlington College, Sainsbury’s and the 

Student Loans Company have worked with groups of students. The one-hour sessions focused on job 

applications and searches, CVs and interview technique. 87 per cent of the students who participated felt 

more confident in their approach to searching and applying for jobs and all would recommend the scheme 
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to others. Katie Blundell, Project Manager for Darlington Cares, said: “The feedback from both the students 

and mentors has been excellent. The attendance rate for all the sessions was very high and demonstrates 

the value young people get from real world guidance and advice from the local business community. We 

look forward to continuing our relationship with QE and working with young people and local businesses to 

offer employability skills support.”  

 

• Students have been trained as Peer Mentors to go into local schools and support pupils from Year 8-11.  This 

scheme is designed to raise aspirations, motivate and build confidence - as well as offer an understanding 

into what College life will be like. Over this academic year, various peer mentors have been going to St 

Aidan’s, Education Village and Longfield and working within a range of subjects. 

 

 

• QE’s highly successful Future Engineers’ Scheme was nominated for 

a prestigious Beacon Award for Innovation in Further Education. The 

scheme is going from strength to strength. Now in its second year, 

the initiative is flourishing with about 80 students benefitting from 

gaining first-hand experience of many different kinds of engineering. 

The national Beacon Award was open to colleges which could 

demonstrate successful and original approaches to support learning 

and develop high level skills and knowledge to meet the demands of 

employers and higher education. 

The  Future Engineers’ Scheme was set up to address the national 

shortage of engineers and has provided QE students with a range of experiences to enhance their academic 

skills and gain greater knowledge and understanding of engineering as a career.  Students have benefited 

enormously from opportunities provided by employers and universities, including work placements and 

mentoring. As a result, the number of students progressing from QE to Engineering courses at university has 

more than doubled and higher level apprenticeships have also been secured. 

The College was visited by three Beacon Award Assessors who met students benefitting from the 

opportunities and they also had discussions with a range of the College’s partners, including employers, 

schools and universities. The Assessors were impressed and congratulated QE for being shortlisted and 

commented on the strength of the application.  At the awards ceremony in Birmingham, QE came runner-up 

in the category – a massive achievement. 

Liz Bryan, QE’s Future Engineers’ Co-ordinator, says: 

“We are very proud to have been shortlisted for this prestigious award and to have gained such positive 

feedback about the opportunities available to our students.  By working with a wide range of partners in 

engineering, students have the chance to gain a real insight into an exciting and innovative sector.” 

Laurence Job, Assistant Principal, adds: 

“Gaining national recognition for the Future Engineers’ Scheme is a testament to the engagement and 

enthusiasm of our students and staff. The Scheme is going from strength to strength and we look forward to 

our students becoming the engineers of tomorrow.” 

 

• In September Newcastle University gave our Future Engineers a presentation on studying the various 

branches of engineering at university.  Students were able to gain information on studying a less common 

branch of engineering, geology engineering, as the university has responded to a national and international 

demand for specialist engineering geologists.  They were also given an insight into the cutting edge research 

that is being carried out at Newcastle’s Engineering Design Centre looking at how they are developing 

platforms for aircraft carriers through the production and operation of complex products.   Students were 

able to see how engineers are working on more sustainable uses of energy through engineering activities. 
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• Over 60 students from QE’s partner schools at 

Hurworth, Sedgefield and Darlington School of 

Maths and Science were able to try their hand at 

building a model of the Bloodhound Supersonic Car 

at the College’s STEM (science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics) Careers Fair. 

The event was attended by a range of employers, 

universities, the REME and Royal Signals as well as 

professional bodies including the Institute of 

Mechanical Engineers.  Students found out about 

Teesside University’s racing car which was designed 

and built by their undergraduate mechanical engineers. In addition, academic staff from Dundee and 

Teesside Universities gave talks on the future of civil engineering and biomechanics.  All of this enabled 

students from QE and the schools to gain information about the range of engineering and science 

opportunities in local companies both as a graduate and as an apprentice. 

Darragh Blennerhassett from Johnson Matthey said: 

“It was good to see that so many students from the College already know what chemical engineering is and 

that they are very interested in it. They asked us some really great questions.” 

Jessica Corrigan from Nissan added: 

“The students were all really keen to talk to us. Some of them knew exactly what they wanted to do and we 

had lots of questions about entering the industry through the apprenticeship route as well as graduate 

entry. Attending the event was definitely worthwhile.” 

Tom Urwin from Sedgefield School summed up: 

“Our students thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon at QE.  It gave them a real insight into engineering and has 

made them aware of how their maths and science subjects link into real life applications – a thoroughly 

inspiring experience.” 

 

• Scores of pupils were given an insight into the 

skills needed for an engineering career as they 

spent a day building working hovercrafts.  

Eleven teams from seven Darlington secondary 

schools attended the Foundation for Jobs backed 

event, which was hosted and organised by QE. 

The event aimed to inspire young people’s 

interest in engineering careers by demonstrating 

how the subjects they study in class are used on a 

daily basis by professionals employed in the 

sector. It is the third time the event has been held. 

Steve Hunnisett, vice-principal at the College, which is a partner organisation in Foundation for Jobs, worked 

alongside the specialist team from Bradford University’s School of Engineering, Design and Technology, to 

develop and run the event. He said: 

‘It was a tremendous event again and allowed students to use their maths and science skills to design a 

functioning hovercraft, helping them to see that what they do in lessons has applications in the world of 

work. There are many rewarding jobs in science, technology and engineering but a number of firms in the 

North East are reporting difficulties in recruiting skilled graduate engineers so we are doing what we can to 

contribute to the growth of engineers in the region.’ 
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Each school team, comprising eight pupils, had to build a working hovercraft that was capable of carrying a 

pilot and then race them. The winning team, judged on both design and race performance was St Aidan’s 

Academy, in Darlington. 

 

• Thirty first year students gained some practical skills in two 

branches of engineering at Teesside University’s 

Interactive Engineering Event. As part of QE’s Future 

Engineers Scheme, the students visited the university and 

chose sessions from chemical, mechanical, civil, electrical 

and electronic, aerospace and instrumentation & control 

engineering.  Those who chose aerospace made mini-

rockets and were able launch them in order to look at 

aerodynamics; the civil engineers designed and built a 

bridge and then tested the stresses and efficiency of the 

build. Katie Walker who took part in the electrical and electronic engineering sessions stated: “I really 

enjoyed the electrical/electronic activity.  We made a digital thermometer creating a circuit.  You had to 

apply your knowledge of physics to work out how to create it.” Sam Connolly who tried aerospace and civil 

engineering added: “Trying out two different areas was useful as it helped me to see which area I prefer.  I 

am very interested in structures and materials, so carrying out the bridge building activity and seeing how 

design, build and using the correct materials all work together were excellent”.  

Liz Bryan, Future Engineers Co-ordinator at QE, concluded: “The event was great, and the practical sessions 

enabled students not only to gain an insight into different sectors, but they also had to work as a team to 

come up with ideas, make a product and  test it out – exactly what they would  do as practising engineers. 

 

• A group of first and second year Future Engineers gained an insight into sub-sea engineering by visiting the 

Modus owned C-STATE training centre at Darlington College. 

As well as learning about how the deepwater robots work, known as ROVs (Remote Operated Vehicles,) they 

also gained some practical skills constructing specialist mini ROVs using kits developed by the US Office of 

Naval Research and then trialling how they worked in a test tank. Jake Tompkins, MD of Modus spent time 

talking to the students about the range of opportunities within the industry, including specialisms such as 

maritime law and subsea geology.  SMD, a Newcastle company involved in designing robotic arms for the 

ROVs, gave the students a demonstration and spoke about design engineering and opportunities both as a 

higher apprentice and as a graduate. 

Student, Joe Steward said: “I was able to ask Jake Tompkins various questions about engineers in the 

workplace and how they can move into different roles within his company – he was extremely helpful and 

told me about the opportunities for working on projects overseas.” 

Sophie Davies added: “I really enjoyed the assembly of the mini robot. It was interesting to see a small scale 

version of the real thing and how they operate on the sea-bed – it wasn’t that easy manoeuvring it and it 

showed us how precise you have to be as an operator.” 

Liz Bryan, Future Engineers Co-ordinator at QE, commented: 

“The students were all really positive about their visit. Not only did they find out about an engineering 

specialism, but they also learned about what companies are doing in the North East and the job 

opportunities that are likely to be available.” 

 

• A group of students, who are part of the College’s Future Engineers Scheme, spent a day in Mowden Junior 

School helping pupils to find out about engineering. 
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The day centred on the Bloodhound supersonic car. 

The Mowden pupils were asked to work in teams to 

design the car, think about the engineering principles 

behind it and then build a kit car to race at the end to 

see whose went the fastest!  This was a great way to 

encourage  the children  to think about how science 

and maths work in practice as well as getting them to 

work together to design, problem solve and use 

practical skills to come up with a model of the car.  

There was a great buzz of excitement about the day as 

the pupils worked well together to share their ideas and complete their cars. 

QE student, Carrie Noble, said: “Helping the children and seeing them take such a huge interest in designing 

and making the cars was really rewarding.  Getting them involved in engineering projects such as the 

Bloodhound will hopefully inspire them to go into careers in engineering.” 

Liz Bryan, QE’s Future Engineers Co-ordinator, added: 

“It was lovely to see how engaged the children were and how well our students supported them. They had a 

lot of things to think about, the day moved at a fast pace, but they really threw themselves into it, working 

well together. One pupil remarked, ‘This was the best science lesson I have ever had!’” 

 

• A group of first year Future Engineers spent a day with the REME at 

Catterick Garrison at their   “Look at Life” Engineering open day.  The 

students spent some time at REME’s training camp, learning how to 

put their maths skills into practice when recovering vehicles from the 

field, as well as finding out more about the different engineering 

trades and professions in the army.  They also had the opportunity to 

“build a buggy,” working in a team and assembling a kit car. 

Student, Mollie Fenner really enjoyed the day saying: 

“I very much appreciated the opportunity to look at the engineering 

that goes into constructing the tanks, how engineers are involved in 

the fire-proofing of the vehicles to withstand extreme heat and blasts. 

It’s not just about the mechanics.” 

Liz Bryan, QE’s Future Engineers Co-ordinator, added: 

“It was an extremely useful day. The students were able to gain an 

insight not only into the various branches of army engineering, but also see how members of the teams work 

together to recover, repair and ensure the safety of the vehicles.” 

 

• A team of ten Future Engineers are taking part in the Greenpower Education Trust electric car challenge to 

design , build and race an electric car.  The team of students are being supported by industry mentors from 

Cummins and aim to have the car completed in time to race it on July 7th at Croft Racing Circuit.  The project 

has given students the opportunity to gain both design and practical skills as well as the opportunity to share 

ideas and work within a team.  The aim is that the car can be redesigned and further developed by our 

future intake of potential engineers.  The students have really enjoyed using their problem solving skills to 

engineer the design of the car and the fact that they have been able to work alongside qualified engineers 

from Cummins. 

 

• The College works in partnership with a number of universities to support the progression plans of our 

students. Newcastle and Durham universities both offer supported progression schemes which enable 

talented students who have the potential to study at university a package of academic and financial support 
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as well as admissions guidance to help progression. Students are able to take part in a programme of events 

including a summer school.  Newcastle University gave a presentation to second year students in September 

about its Partners Scheme and  Durham University were  invited into College in October to talk to first year 

students about its Supported Progression scheme .  Students who successfully complete the programmes 

receive guaranteed conditional offers to a range of programmes.  

 

• In September Imperial College, London, the only university in the UK to focus exclusively on science, 

engineering, medicine and business, gave a presentation to first and second year students about studying at 

the university and how to make a competitive application.   Students also gained information about 

internships with major companies, industry-inspired project work and post-graduate careers.  

 

• The London School of Economics, the leading social science institution, gave a presentation to students in 

November about studying at the LSE and about the benefits of living and working in London.  Students were 

able to gain information about their economics and political science courses as well as their wide range of 

social science subjects. 

 

• Sunderland University, a popular university for our students who are interested in media related courses, 

also came into College in April regarding its First Choice Progression Scheme.  Students who sign up to a 

programme of activities including a Summer School residential are able to gain UCAS points towards a 

degree course offer.  

 

• High achieving students were invited to attend a Competitive Applications Assembly in November to flag up 

a range of enrichment opportunities to support applications to competitive universities and courses.  

Students were given information on how to access summer schools, a year in industry, work experience 

opportunities, subject discovery days and masterclasses as well as student shadowing at the University of 

Cambridge.  

 

• Students applying to university were able to gain expert advice and support regarding writing a personal 

statement for their university applications.  Stella Barnes, Cathy Hodgson, and Liz Bryan, the College’s three 

HE Careers Advisers offered Personal Drop in Sessions on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes from September 

until November.  All sessions were extremely well attended.  

 

• Teesside University were invited into College in February to talk to first year students about its Passport 

Scheme which supports students with their progression to higher education.   Students were able to sign up 

for the scheme which offers impartial information, guidance and activities to help with making informed 

decisions about higher education.   

 

• As part of the First Year Parents’ Evenings in February, students and their parents/carers were able to meet 

and talk to representatives from 23 different universities from around the country.   This was an excellent 

opportunity for students and their families to find out about the range of courses available at the various 

institutions and gain insider information about entry requirements and guidance issues specific to a 

particular institution.  Both evenings were very well attended and the universities said it had been wonderful 

to speak to students who were well informed about higher education. 

 

• Students were given an insight in what it would be like to teach in Primary Education at a subject focus day 

at Leeds Trinity University in February. Activities ranged from writing a personal statement to planning and 

running an activity for a group of Key Stage 1 pupils. Students were also given the chance to discuss current 

issues surrounding teaching today.  
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• Second year students were able to gain up to date information regarding Student Finance for Higher 

Education by Teesside University who came into College during February to talk to all students, during their 

tutor periods,  about loans and grants including the application process.  Information was also given about 

NHS student bursaries.  

 

• Our annual Employment and Gap Year Fair was held in March and had the largest number of employers, 

training providers and gap year organisations in attendance. We also had large numbers of students 

participating in the event. It is important for those students who are leaving QE to have positive outcomes 

from events such as the Employment and Gap Year Fair. Students were able to network with local employers 

and organisations, provided employers with their CVs and had one to one conversations with them to 

impress them with their skills and abilities. The organisations that attended included Glaxo Smith Kline and 

four of the representatives were ex-students who successfully secured prestigious apprenticeships there last 

year. They included Sophie Hawman, Art and design apprentice, Chris Armstrong, Supply Chain and Logistics 

apprentice, Kingsley Beagle, Chemical Engineering and Manufacture apprentice and Amy Lowson, 

Manufacturing Apprentice. Patrick Watson also secured a laboratory technician apprenticeship there last 

summer. Atos, a global IT company based in Darlington also brought an ex-student called Ross Bellingham 

who secured a software development apprenticeship there. Sophie Hazell the HR manager of The City 

Secret, an IT company based in Richmond came for the first time and talked about the opportunities 

available in her company.  

 

We increased the number of gap year organisations in attendance this year with the addition of Sophie 

Turton, another ex-student who spent a year teaching children in Malawi with Project Trust and is now 

training to be a primary school teacher at York St John University. Her gap year helped to confirm her 

decision to teach and she is happy to come back to College to tell other students about the life changing 

opportunities Project Trust can provide. Cultural Care (Au Pair in America) was also a new addition and this 

proved popular with our students. One student has already secured an au pair position when she leaves 

College next summer. Frontier and Latitude were also busy as having a gap year is a positive choice for some 

students.  

 

Our new employers that attended included the Student Loans Company that recruits a number of our 

students on their apprenticeships and have played an active role in the Employability Mentoring Scheme at 

QE. Latimer Hinks Solicitors also came for the first time again with an ex- student, Abigail Noone who 

completed her LLB at Northumbria and has recently been offered a training contract at Latimer Hinks to 

qualify to become a solicitor. The Army, Navy and RAf also attended. Owen McT eer from Foundation4 Jobs 

supported the event and found it a very worthwhile event. Other local employers that attended included EE, 

Cooperative Travel , Darlington Borough Council and Durham Police represented by another ex-student, 

Marc Robinson. The apprenticeship training providers included ITEC, Baltic Training who came for the first 

time and TTE who offer a Young Scientist programme allowing students with A Level Chemistry to study part 

time at Teesside University in a degree in Chemistry whilst completing their training.  

The fair was highly successful. Toni Barr, a second year student actively seeking an apprenticeship when she 

leaves College this summer stated, “The event provided a great opportunity for me to speak to local 

employers and to explore the range of opportunities that I can consider when leaving College this summer.” 

 

• In March, a group of 8 students who are aspiring Doctors attended a Medicine Information Session. Speakers 

concentrated on how to choose a degree in Medicine; gave an introduction to the UKCAT and suggested 

how to develop sensible strategies to maximize the chance of receiving offers. Students found the event 

useful and informative. Additional support will be provided throughout the summer term for Q.E. students 
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applying for Medicine, Dentistry & Veterinary Science as they have an early UCAS application closing date of 

October 15th. 

 

• 400 students attended the annual Tees Valley UCAS Higher Education Fair in April at Teesside University 

which brings students face-to-face with representatives from over 100 Higher Education providers, ranging 

geographically from Plymouth to Cardiff, Belfast & Glasgow. This is a very useful event as it enables students 

to talk to delegates about degree courses which interest them and can encourage students to look at 

opportunities they may be unaware of. The students felt that it had been a very worthwhile event that has 

served to kickstart their H.E. research. 

 

• LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) History Month was celebrated in February with a poster 

campaign of famous people and role models from the LGBT community. A competition was held based on 

the profiles which a large number of students entered. Postcards and information were also displayed in 

tutor rooms. As part of Valentine’s Day, the Family Support team came to College at the request of the 

Student Association to promote its Respect in Relationships programme.  

 

 

• In March, the College’s annual “Make a Difference Week” occurred, where staff and students were 

encouraged to consider how we can make a difference to our health, the community, our career prospects 

and to others. Free fruit was provided and National No Smoking Day was marked with displays, advice from 

Health professionals and more healthy alternatives to cigarettes being provided.  There was also a Health 

Roadshow in the Student Common Room during the week when members of the College community could 

check out their health and fitness, find out about volunteering opportunities and get some tips from a wide 

range of external agencies including Healthy Darlington; Young Adult Carers; Keep Fit Darlington; 

Healthwatch Darlington; Darlington Association on Disability; Oxfam; the College’s Sports Maker and others. 

This followed on from a similar Health Roadshow in November.  The College’s annual “Make a Difference 

Day” was held in the Main Hall to celebrate equality and diversity in the local community and to promote the 

benefits of volunteering.  A number of different groups attended including Friends of the Earth; Darlington 

Cares; Community Carnival; Buddhist Centre; MIND; Chinese Community; the National Citizenship Service 

and the Darlington and Teesdale Naturalist Field Club. AS Citizenship students also used the event as an 

opportunity to campaign on local and national issues that they feel strongly about. The “Make a Difference 

Week” also provided a range of sports for students to try all week including Head Tennis, Indoor Rounders, 

Indoor 24 Cricket, Rush Hockey and, in the Hall, Instant Ping.  Towards the end of the week, students and 

staff enjoyed raising money for Red Nose Day and the final event was the annual and very successful 

Employment and Gap Year Fair. 

 

• An incredibly positive young person who has overcome numerous 

challenges in her life, was named the overall winner at an awards 

evening for exceptional young people. 

Kasia Polkoszek won the Star accolade at the 19
th

 annual Vibe awards, 

organised by Darlington Borough Council and held at Darlington Civic 

Theatre. 

Kasia, 19, who is originally from Poland, hopes to go on to study 

medicine at university. Assistant college Principal Laurence Job, who 

nominated the teenager, said: ‘Kasia had to overcome challenges in 

Poland, where she helped her mother who had a mental health 

condition. In addition to excelling in her college studies, Kasia also 

undertakes a lot of community and charity work. She is a prominent 
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and active member of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, where she leads workshops with her guitar and 

translates sermons for the Polish members. Every week she raises money to provide support for people 

affected by natural disasters. She regularly participates in bag-packing; cake sales; table-top and car boot 

sales to raise money and has organised events at QE.’ 

Kasia said she felt ‘very proud and really pleased’ to win the star award. 

 

A number of QE students were also deservedly awarded Vibe Awards. Leah Johnstone is very committed to 

improving her local community, and she participates in volunteering activities with real enthusiasm and 

energy. She has been an Explorer Scout, a Young Leader at First Gainford Scouts for 4 years and has achieved 

her Platinum Chief Scout Award; the Scouting equivalent to Bronze Duke of Edinburgh. This accolade is 

indicative of her leadership and teamwork skills as Leah is always keen to help to develop the abilities of the 

young people she works with. She is now working towards her Diamond Chief Scout Award and is about to 

start her Adult Leader training which again illustrates her desire to keep moving forward and to develop her 

skills for the benefit of others. Leah is currently the Secretary on the Staindrop Scouts' Hut Committee as 

they are trying to raise £200,000 to get a new hut. She is actively involved in the fundraising plans and her 

role calls for innovative ideas and a good awareness of the local community. For her commitment to the 

Scouts, Leah was awarded QE's Youth Leader prize at the College's Volunteering Awards in June 2014. She is 

a shining example of how people can make a real difference to their communities. 

 

Ethan Hurworth was awarded a Vibe Award for his commitment to the Arts and was nominated by his QE 

Drama teacher. Ethan is a member of the Darlington Operatic Society which puts on performances at 

Darlington's Civic Theatre. He performed in 'Sister Act' and then, a week later, he took part in a production 

of 'Coram Boy' with another company. Not only does this show his dedication to the stage, it also 

demonstrates that he is a talented actor and has a positive attitude and ethos towards the Arts. Although 

many of the performances took place on evenings during the week, he did not let this interfere with his 

college work and he continued to deliver his usual high standard of work throughout both performances. 

Ethan also worked with the DOS for over four months on its production of the musical 'Hairspray'. During 

this time, Ethan also completed his practical performance for his AS Level in Drama and Theatre Studies as 

well as working in his other subjects. His Drama teacher has every confidence in Ethan and his pursuit into 

the Arts as he shows both talent and an understanding of the importance of theatre at every turn and does 

so in a modest, mature manner. 

 

QE’s Rock Choir was also recognised for its contribution to the Arts after winning the Cornmill Centre’s Choir 

of the Year competition, and the group also entertained the audience with an exceptional performance. 

 

Jonathan Richmond won a Contribution to the Community Vibe Award for being a wonderful example of 

how an individual can benefit others through undertaking volunteering work with total commitment and 

enthusiasm. He has helped regularly at the Education Centre for Children with Downs Syndrome supporting 

the staff, children and parents by participating in fun educational activities such as maths and counting. 

Jonathan is also a Student Ambassador at QE and has mentored younger students in partner schools. Every 

week, he has tutored Year 10 students in their Maths and Chemistry GCSE courses in order for them to 

develop their skills and confidence in these subjects. Jonathan also enjoyed how he benefited from this 

experience by improving his communication skills in such a teaching role and from seeing the students' self-

esteem grow. Jonathan is also an active member of QE's Student Association Executive and has helped to 

raise nearly £2000 for charity, organised social activities and participated in focus groups to keep improving 

the students' experience. Additionally, Jonathan has participated in some training events at St.Teresa's 

Hospice. He is always willing to offer his assistance when help is required, and he is dedicated to improving 

his local community in whatever way he can.  
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The College’s Student Association Executive also won the Vibe’s Contribution to the Community award for its 

excellent work in fundraising, fostering links with the local community and enhancing the experience of 

students at College. The young people on the Student Association Executive do a tremendous job and are 

truly inspirational to others. Similarly, the Student Sport Management Team at QE was also commended for 

its massive contribution to the College, local schools and the wider community.  

 

Nathan Wright, Hamish Campbell, Christian Aither and Rob West were also winners for volunteering their 

time to organise the TEAM 19 Futsal League which runs in College on Monday lunchtimes. They collate all 

the scores, produce fixtures, produce league tables and ensure there are referees for each match. They liaise 

with team captains and with the College's Further Educations Sports Co-ordinators to ensure the league runs 

smoothly. The work that they do as a group really helps the staff and provides fellow students with a great 

recreational Football experience. The work of the four students is recognised by the Durham FA and 

Association of Colleges Sport, and QE has been recognised as providing excellent recreational football 

opportunities through the work of its students. The four students were worthy recipients of a Vibe award as 

they undertake their work with absolute commitment and energy. 

 

Callum Blades won his Contribution to the Community award for his work as a coach and team manager for 

Middleton Rangers FC where he coaches one of the lads' teams and has also coached adults. As the Football 

Team Manager, he takes the team for weekly training sessions, and prepares the team for fixtures in the 

Teesside Junior Football Alliance league. Callum is using this as a great experience to build his coaching and 

to develop his skills in working with young people. In turn, his volunteering will support his application to 

university and his future career. His tireless work makes him a fantastic role model to the youngsters he 

works with. Alongside these coaching duties, Callum has also created and manages the club website and 

social media pages and he has set up a Futsal section to the club. His voluntary work has gained him the 200 

hours Football Futures Award in one season. Callum also attends managers' meetings where he discusses 

key issues for the Club including securing contracts. He is the "heart-beat" of the club and he is invaluable in 

making the club run smoothly. Callum has completed the FA basic refereeing, safeguarding, first aid and 

level one coaching awards. He is working towards his level 2 award. He is an inspiration and a shining 

example of how young people involved in sport should be. 

 

Rob West, another Vibe winner, is passionate about volunteering and enjoys it immensely. He first went into 

Staindrop School as a volunteer in the PE Department last summer as part of his Sport and Leisure course at 

QE to gain some work experience. Rob really enjoyed the experience and it massively improved his 

confidence and coaching ability when leading groups. Following on from this he is now the Year 7 Football 

team manager, taking the team for weekly training sessions and for fixtures against other schools. Rob is 

using this as a great experience to build his coaching and his skills in working with young people. On a weekly 

basis, Rob enjoys going to Mount Pleasant Primary School to work with the Year 6 children. This experience 

will also help to support his application for university and his future career in primary school teaching. He is a 

fantastic role model to the youngsters he works with as he is always positive, committed and enthusiastic. 

Alongside his studies, Rob is also part of the College's Student Sport Management Team which does a lot of 

work to promote sporting activities at QE, in schools and in the local community. He is also completing his 

Community Sports Leadership Award and Higher Sports Leadership Award.  

 

Luke Hewitson is a young coach and team manager for Darlington Spraire Lads and Lasses FC. As the Football 

team manager, he takes the team for weekly training sessions, and prepares the players for fixtures in the 

Teesside Junior Football Alliance league. Luke is using his voluntary work as a great experience to build his 

coaching and his skills in working with young people. This will also help with supporting his application for 
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university. He is an excellent role model to the youngsters he works with as he is always positive, 

hardworking and enthusiastic. Alongside his studies Luke is also part of the College's Student Sport 

Management Team which organises and promotes sporting activities in College, local schools and the wider 

community. Luke was another worthy winner of a Vibe Award. 

 

• QE students have worked alongside the Mayor of 

Darlington, Councillor Gerald Lee, to make the local 

environment a nicer place by clearing up litter in 

Stanhope Park and down Duke Street. 

The College’s Student Association Executive and 

Project Costa Rica team willingly volunteered to be 

a part of “Litter Free Durham’s BIG Spring Clean 

2015” after hearing a talk from the Mayor about 

how litter kills wildlife, blights our communities and 

hits our pockets with a massive amount of money 

being spent on removing it. 

Armed with litter picking equipment and high visibility jackets, students and members of staff filled up their 

bags with all manner of rubbish from all sorts of places including up trees and under bushes!  

The event was so well attended that more equipment had to be sent for, showing that young people really 

do care about their environment. 

Many bags of rubbish were removed, and QE and the Town Council are grateful to everyone who came 

along and helped to make this event such a great success. 

Beccy Stannard, Student Services Coordinator, said 'It was great to see so many students getting involved 

and helping out in the community. It’s fantastic when so many people come together to help improve our 

local area.’ 

 

• Last year saw the centenary of the outbreak of World 

War 1 and QE joined the rest of the nation to 

commemorate the event which did so much to change 

the world we live in. A range of events were organised 

by staff and students to raise awareness. The College’s 

History Club had two sessions focussed on World War 1. 

The first, entitled ‘Glimpses of the Western Front,’ 

highlighted warfare in the trenches, the appalling 

conditions and loss of life. The second session focussed 

on the history and work of the Royal British Legion with 

ex RAF officer, Robin Ellwood talking to students about 

the Legion, the significance of Poppy Day, and his and 

his family’s experiences of war. 

In the Library there was a display showing the impact of the war on QE, then the Darlington Boys’ Grammar 

School.  Local historian Dennis Perkins wrote a leaflet for the College, especially for the War’s centenary 

year.   Around College there were artefacts and constant reminders of World War 1. The stained glass 

windows in the Hall commemorate the founding of the school but were installed at a dedication ceremony in 

1921 as a war memorial. Between the panes are memorial boards for World War 1; in the corridor by the 

‘Space’ are the school’s honours boards with a Maltese cross next to the names of those who died in the 

Great War. 

Throughout the College, Departments organised displays to link with the centenary. In the Popular Music 

Studios posters flagged up the black Jazz musicians of the Harlem Hell Fighters; in the Sport & Leisure 
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corridor there was tribute to athletes of the era; Business Studies and Economics focussed on the work of 

women during the war and other economic aspects while the Law Department highlighted Acts of the 

Realm.  English looked at the work of war poets such as Wilfred Owen. 

As usual, at 11.00am on Tuesday, November 11 there was 2 minutes silence in College commemorating the 

signing of the Armistice. QE’s Christian Union organised a service of remembrance featuring the College 

Choir, the reading of a remembrance poem and an address by a member of the Armed Forces. 

Julie Ashmore, Head of English Literature, did much to raise awareness of the centenary and its significance. 

She says: 

‘It’s such a momentous event that I wanted to encourage each subject area to mark it in their own unique, 

individual way and it’s been a real success. The impact of World War 1 on the cultural resonance of today’s 

young people is enormous and it is important that this is acknowledged and that we learn from the past.’ 

Above is a  photograph of the  Grammar School Football Team 1915-6 which brings home how pupils could 

die in war very shortly afterwards. John Worstenholm (standing on the left), whose father was editor of the 

Northern Echo, was killed in 1917, whilst Harold Easby (second from right sitting) died the following year. 

The names of both appear on the College’s honours boards with a Maltese Cross beside them. 

 

• Seventy years after the liberation of 

Auschwitz, students at QE organised a range of 

activities to highlight the horrors of the Holocaust, 

to raise awareness of man’s inhumanity to man 

and to encourage tolerance and respect of others. 

Citizenship students staged a poster campaign in 

College about the suffering of prisoners in 

concentration camps and held their own Holocaust 

Memorial Day. The Memorial Day provided an 

opportunity for everyone to learn lessons from the 

Holocaust and apply them to the present day to 

create a safer, better future. It was a time for students to pause, to remember the millions of people who 

were murdered or whose lives were changed beyond recognition during the Holocaust and in subsequent 

genocides in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur. 

In addition, a QE History Club focussed on the Holocaust with four second year students – Max Goodall, 

Jacob Smith, Josh Wakeford and Jack Wray – talking about their involvement in the Lessons from Auschwitz 

Project  where they visited the infamous concentration camp in Poland and met representatives of the 

Jewish community, including a Holocaust survivor.  Their presentation was poignant, making a real impact on 

other students. 

Citizenship student, Jack Ditchburn, commented: 

‘It is important that the Holocaust is not forgotten, that we all learn from the past and are tolerant of others 

no matter what their beliefs or faith. The planning and organisation of the Memorial Day was a valuable 

learning experience.’ 

 

• QE students got the chance to quiz Darlington’s parliamentary candidates at a hustings event in College. 

About 200 students took part in the event, which was attended by the Labour party’s Jenny Chapman, Peter 

Cuthbertson of the Conservative party, and the Liberal Democrats’ Anne-Marie Curry. 

Green Party candidate, Mike Cherrington, and Alan Docherty of the Trade Union and Socialist Coalition also 

took part at an event held at the College in the previous week. 
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UKIP candidate, David Hodgson, could not attend and 

sent his apologies. 

The students, many of whom were studying A-level 

Politics, grilled the candidates on a number of issues, 

including welfare, Trident, the NHS, LGBT issues and 

tuition fees. 

Head of Politics at the college, Gary Hogg, who chaired 

the event, said he was extremely pleased with the turn 

out and the enthusiasm shown by the students. 

On election night, 21 A-level politics students worked 

at the count in Darlington. 

The College also held their own elections to see what kind of government the students would have chosen – 

most votes were cast for Labour. 

 

• Lauren Baillie is the Lions’ Young Ambassador for the North of England and 

Scotland. In her Ambassador’s role she was recently invited to the Scottish 

Parliament to speak to the assembly about her work with the Lions. 

Lions is a volunteer programme where people help in their local 

communities, organising events and projects to benefit all ages. Lauren 

was selected as a Young Ambassador for the work she does with her 

Taekwondo Club, promoting the sport within the locality and, specifically, 

for the links she has forged with local schools. 

QE Sports Development Co-ordinator, Paul Carroll comments: 

“It was an accolade for Lauren to be invited to the Scottish Parliament and 

an experience she will remember all her life.  She is thoroughly enjoying 

her involvement with the Lions and is learning such a lot.  Lauren is a 

brilliant sports leader and a positive role model for other young people – 

we are extremely proud of her achievements!’ 

Lauren, who lives in Barnard Castle, is studying A Levels in PE, Science and Art at QE. In the autumn she will 

progress to University to fulfil her ambition to become a PE Teacher or Sports Coach. 

 

• Former QE student Hannah Mattinson has been elected as Student 

Governor of the London Conservatoire for Dance and Drama – an 

incredible achievement. 

Hannah won a place to study for a degree in Contemporary Dance at the 

very prestigious London School of Contemporary Dance following a 

rigorous audition process that started with over 4000 applicants.  It was 

a fantastic accomplishment to be selected to study at the Conservatoire, 

but Hannah has not stopped there and, as a first year student, applied 

for the Student Governor role. To Hannah’s amazement she was elected 

by her peers. 

Hannah says: ‘The role of Student Governor is for the entire 

Conservatoire which includes eight affiliate schools including the Rambert School of Ballet, the Royal 

Academy of Dramatic Art and the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. To be elected as Student Governor of such a 

world-class institution is a great honour.’ 

The Conservatoire and its affiliate schools exist to train young artists who will match the world’s best and 

who, as professionals, will shape the future of dance, drama and circus arts. 
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Hannah continues: ’My work last year as Secretary of QE’s Student Sport Management Team saw me speak 

at national conferences and events, as well as leading the team in College. I saw the difference the student 

voice can make and this inspired me to take some of the work I did at QE to the Conservatoire. I have lots of 

great ideas already!’ 

 

• Victoria Hugill finished her studies at QE attaining excellent 

results in A Level Biology, Chemistry and Law. In September she 

went to the University of Lincoln to read a degree in Forensic 

Chemistry. Once at Lincoln, Victoria’s A Level results were so 

high that she was asked to transfer from the BSc course to the 

brand new 4 year Masters in Forensic Chemistry. In addition, 

due to her academic achievement, she was awarded the Earl of 

Yarborough Scholarship worth £10,000. 

Chemistry teacher, Julia Magnall, taught Victoria at QE and was 

invited to join Victoria and her mother for the scholarship presentation at Lincoln. Julia says: ‘I was privileged 

and proud to be at the presentation ceremony as Victoria is an excellent student who thoroughly deserves 

the scholarship. The University was very complimentary about Victoria and how well prepared she is for 

higher education and would now like to make stronger links with QE – they wish to recruit more students of 

her calibre!’ 

Victoria’s home is in Ingleby Barwick and, before doing A Levels at QE, she was a pupil at All Saints Church of 

England School. 

 

• Each year a number of students choose to do 

voluntary work overseas before going on to 

University. One such student is Karisha Francis who is 

currently studying A level Law, Psychology and 

Performing Arts at QE. After her Gap Year, she hopes 

to go on to Birmingham City University to study Law 

and American Legal Studies. 

Following her A Level exams in the summer, Karisha is 

off to Jamaica with Projects Abroad to work in an 

orphanage in Ocho Rios, doing general duties and 

helping with school work and extracurricular activities in particular. To fund her Gap Year she needs to raise 

£6000 and is organising a range of activities to do so. A recent cake sale in College was extremely popular 

and boosted her fundraising! 

Karisha is drawn to Jamaica as she has some family there and says; 

‘Having seen the poverty through the eyes of a local rather than a tourist, I just need to do something. It 

sounds cheesy but I really do want to make a difference even in some small way. In the orphanage there is 

not enough staff to give every child individual attention and affection. If I can do some good then it will all be 

worthwhile.’ 

 

• Charlotte Conn, a second year student studying A Levels in PE, Psychology and Religious Studies at QE is 

planning a skydive in August to raise money for the Huntington’s Disease Association.  Charlotte’s mother 

and grandmother suffer from this hereditary, degenerative neurological condition and Charlotte acts as a 

carer to both.  In addition, Charlotte is currently receiving genetic counselling to prepare her to discover 

whether she will develop the disease. 

Charlotte who lives near Leyburn in North Yorkshire is extremely brave and she gives a moving account of 

her family’s fight against the disease on her JustGiving page https://www.justgiving.com/Charlotte-Conn 
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Her motivation is very clear. Charlotte says: 

‘I want to make a statement by doing this Skydive. 

I want it to symbolise how strong we are as a 

family unit and how weak this disease is in 

bringing us down. I want it to symbolise my lack of 

fear for the future and of the disease possibly 

being passed onto me. One day the cure will 

come, and one day Huntington’s Disease won’t be 

the reason a girl like me cries because her mother 

or nana isn’t the person they used to be. Please 

help me to raise money to fund research.’ 

If anyone wishes to support Charlotte’s fundraising, they can do so through JustGiving or by contacting the 

College on 01325 461315. 

Charlotte adds: 

‘PS. If my nana knew I was jumping out a plane for her she would probably say, ‘You’re blooming not!’ and 

wouldn’t sleep at night until the day I do it… so I’ll just tell her afterwards.’ 

 

Laurence Job 


