
QUEEN ELIZABETH SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Curriculum and Standards Committee 

held on Thursday 15 October 2015 at 5.00 pm 

 

 

Present :  Mr A Teague, Chair 

   Mr J Bruce-White  

Mr T Fisher, Principal 

   Mr C Kipling  

Mr C Wiper 

    

Apologies:  Ms J Ashmore  

Mr S Heath  

Mrs J Hillyard 

   Mr N Sharma 

 

In attendance:  Dr S Hunnisett 

   Mr L Job 

   Mr S Dowson, Clerk 

 

29/15 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

30/15 Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11 June 2015 

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11
th

 June were accepted as a true record by 

the Committee and signed by the Chair 

 

31/15 Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

32/15 Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed new Student Governor Jasper Bruce-White to his first meeting of 

the Curriculum and Standards Committee. 

 

33/15 Curriculum Update and Course Enrolment Summary 2015-16 

Dr Hunnisett introduced the spreadsheet, previously circulated with the papers, which 

showed student enrolments, set sizes and average class sizes. 

   

• Overall new student numbers were about 60 (roughly 6%) fewer than last year’s 

high intake 

• The number of students needing to re-sit maths GCSE has almost doubled 

• Numbers for AS Maths have dropped slightly but remain very high 



• Overall Art numbers have grown slightly with photography continuing to expand 

• English Language numbers have dropped slightly after a peak last year while English 

Literature maintained their high numbers 

• Media Communications remains popular, notable because this subject is being 

withdrawn after this year as part of the A level reform 

• ICT numbers have fallen back after a spike last year; there has been an overall 

downward trend for 5 years 

• Science numbers have moderated slightly again but are still very strong 

• The average class size is again very efficient at just over 20. It is pleasing to note that 

the average for most subjects is also around 20. This is due to very careful planning 

and staff flexibility in switching between subjects. 

• No students have been enrolled in Music Technology and Philosophy – this will be 

discussed under Course Support, below. 

 

33/15 College Overall Performance 2014-2015 

The Committee considered the Summary of College Examination Results – Summer 2015, 

which was circulated at the meeting and which had already been covered at the Board 

meeting on 8 October. 

 

The College was delighted with the 99% pass rate at A level and a 2% improvement in high 

grades.  There was a 2.5% improvement in the pass rate at AS level with a nearly 4% 

improvement in high grades.  Mr Fisher explained that this improvement is linked to the 

college focus on improving assessment, following last year’s SAR. 

 

The committee reviewed updated version of the whole college data sheets (some figures 

were slightly improved compared to the version shared with all Governors at the Board 

meeting on 8 October).  Governors asked questions about the ALPS data and the Senior 

Management Group’s interpretation of it.  Mr Fisher highlighted the ALPS score on the A 

Level data sheet and explained that the grade 5 indicates that students are achieving 

approximately as expected.  He explained that the College had made the decision not to be 

selective at entry but still needed to do better than ‘average’, hence improvement in student 

progress is an absolute priority that all staff are aware of and seeking to improve.  Dr 

Hunnisett pointed out that the overall grade 3 for AS level ALPS was partly due to more 

students taking 4 or 5 AS levels than the national average, as the overall ALPS score is a 

measure of total student points.  Judging by the individual subject ALPS scores it is expected 

that the progress of students measured by the DfE level 3 Value Added is likely to be close to 

expected, i.e. close to the national average.  Dr Hunnisett explained that most 2014-15 AS 

results will not contribute to the DfE progress measure until 2016. 

 

The data sheets for male and female students, for A2 and AS levels, were compared.  It was 

noted that male and female students achieve very similar rates at A2, except for high grades 

where female students achieved 7% more A* to B grades. At AS female students out-

perform males by a small percentage in most indicators and make better progress according 

to the ALPs analysis.  Mr Teague asked how the college was targeting male students to raise 

progress.  Mr Job responded that the college strategies of increasing the number of 



assessment points and making assessment more rigorous should identify any student who is 

underachieving, and so would be expected to identify a greater proportion of male students 

for support or intervention. 

 

Mr Fisher noted that local schools had improved and that the College must be more 

effective in rising to the challenge of continuing to add value to students’ achievement by 

developing those techniques such as relentless attention to progress that in many 

departments at QE had proved successful. 

 

34/15 Course Support 2014-2015 – subject progress and outcomes 

Dr Hunnisett led the discussion about each subject in Course Support in the previous 

academic year.  The data sheets for each subject were considered, trends in outcomes 

discussed and recommendations considered. 

 

 (details redacted) 

 

35/15 Subject Performance Data 2014-2015 

The Committee considered the full data sheets for each subject, trends were identified and 

possible courses for support in 2015-16 were discussed in detail.  This agenda item was 

considered concurrently with the following item. 

 

36/15 Course Support Proposals 2015 – 2016 

 

(details redacted) 

 

37/15 Maths Developments 2015 - 2016 

Mr Fisher confirmed that support was continuing to be offered as last year and was having 

an impact. 

 

A2 outcomes remain strong, AS outcomes have improved to match National averages. Three 

new staff have been appointed and an experienced consultant engaged to work with the 

department to strengthen practice in teaching, learning and assessment.  Mr Teague 

explained that he was happy with this progress and requested that an update be provided at 

the next meeting. 

 

38/15 A Level Reform 

The Committee received the AS and A Level Timetable of Changes, which had been 

circulated with the papers for the meeting. 

 

Mr Fisher confirmed that good progress was being made and that the reformed A level 

courses were settling in well. All schemes of work had been updated for the new 

specifications and would continue to be reviewed in the light of progress.  Careful budget 

planning and prioritising teaching and learning has enabled all subjects to have all the 

resources they need for the new specifications. 

 



39/15 Confidentiality 

All references to Course Support are to remain confidential. 

 

40/15 Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 3 March 2016 


