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Information for First Year



 Arrangements for the summer term & the start of the second year

 What next after A Levels? Starting your research and the  
HE / Careers programme 

       Arrangements for the Summer Term and the  
start of the Second Year

General Points
1 External AS and GCSE exams take place between 15 May - 22 June.

Normal timetable will operate until the Spring Bank Holiday Week  
(29 May - 2 June) with time out of lessons only allowed for actual exam 
sessions and period 3 if you have an afternoon exam so that you can get 
some lunch. You should return to your classes for the rest of the day after 
any exams. 

 Please make sure you attend any organised revision or extra study 
sessions.

2  You will be required to attend College fully for the three weeks Monday  
5 June - Friday 23 June for teaching,  HE / Careers work and end of first 
year exams.

 During this period there will also be some AS and GCSE exams.

3. The end of first year exams will be held between Wednesday 21 - Friday 
23 June. The format of this exam period will be similar to the January 
internal college exams. Your results in these internal exams will be very 
important as your grades will affect your progress to the second year of 
the course and will determine your predicted grades for UCAS and other 
applications.

4. Revision for the above exams needs to start now



5. The two weeks beginning 26 June are for Work Experience. You will 
have the opportunity of up to a week’s work experience to develop 
employability skills, gain an insight into the real world of work and to 
improve applications to university, apprenticeships or employment.  You 
are strongly advised to take up this opportunity.

6. The timetable will be suspended for the final two weeks of term because 
of Work Experience, Year 10 visits and Bridging.  Provided all your 
commitments have been met, lessons and exams will therefore end for 
First Years on Friday 23 June. However, we reserve the right to require you 
to attend College until Friday 7 July if you have any outstanding work to 
submit.

7. Results in external AS exams and internal end of first year exams will be 
published on Thursday 17 August. If your results are disappointing or 
there are issues relating to your choice of subjects in Year 2, then you must 
make an appointment to see your Principal Tutor on Thursday 17 August 
or Friday 18 August. If you do not do so then your choice of subjects 
cannot be guaranteed. Appointments are made at Reception. Your 
Principal Tutor might require you to be in College on 17 or 18 August to 
discuss your subject choices.

8. Term starts for Second Year study on Monday 21 August at 9am.

9. The second year timetable will be different from the first year timetable. 
Many students will be in new teaching sets and with different teachers 
from the first year. 

 To progress to Year 2, you will be expected to achieve at least a pass grade 
at AS or your end of first year exam in that subject. If you only attain a 
grade E there will be discussion about the viability of you continuing with 
the subject. Only in very exceptional cases will you be allowed to proceed 
to the Year 2 course without a pass grade. 

 In addition, you will only be allowed to progress to the second year if your 
effort and attendance have been satisfactory in the first year. 



    What next after A Level?

Why A levels? 
Gaining your full A Level qualifications will 
enable you to secure high quality opportunities 
after you leave QE.

Recent research has shown that students 
with A levels earn around 15% more than 
those with only GCSEs.  For those who go 
on to study for a degree the earnings boost 
is considerably higher at 85% compared to 
those with only GCSEs.  A levels are essential qualifications for entry into 
higher apprenticeships which are estimated to produce a lifetime earnings 
boost of around £100,000.

There are other benefits to studying A levels which are harder to measure 
such as increased job satisfaction, flexibility in the job market and even 
improved health!

Our close relationships with local and national business shows us that 
employers value the rigour of A level qualification and the wide range of skills 
that students with A levels can offer.

University - Higher Apprenticeships - Employment
Each year a large proportion of second year students complete their A Levels 
and go directly to university. Some second years take a Gap Year before going 
to university and others enter employment through national school leavers’ 
schemes or take a Higher Level Apprenticeship. Many of these students do 
eventually go to university.  Whatever your chosen path after college, you 
will be supported by your tutors and by our specialist careers and higher 
education staff.

University applications (UCAS) are required in the first half of the Autumn 
Term of the second year - some early applications are required in September! 

This means that you have to start thinking about your progression options in 
the Spring Term of the first year.

Some of you may already have a clear idea about what you want to do when 
you have completed your A Levels but at this stage, most students only have 
a vague idea or have no idea at all.



There are a number of stages in the university and employment application 
procedure and there is a Higher Education / Careers programme arranged 
through the next few months with tutorial meetings, advice sessions and 
visits. Each of you is responsible for your own research and application but 
thorough help and guidance will be available. Your group tutor will talk to 
you about this.

 Linking in with the work you are doing in tutor sessions, the first step is to 
start your research - now!   We have lots of ways in which we help you to 
do this.

 The College has excellent resources on Moodle (under ‘Careers, HE and 
UCAS’) with links to the best sources of advice on university courses, 
Higher Level Apprenticeships, employment and general and specific 
careers areas. 

 Make sure that you read all the text in the sections that interest you. 

 The College subscribes to Unifrog, an excellent online tool and Mobile 
App which helps you to research your university and apprenticeship 
options, to write your CV and Personal Statement and much more 
besides.

 A selection of university prospectuses and information booklets are also 
available in paper form in the careers section of the Library. It is also very 
useful to talk to your subject teachers and your group tutor about your 
ideas.

 When you have completed some research and have some ideas on your 
areas of interest, you should arrange to have a careers/HE interview 
with one of our careers advisers, Liz Bryan and James Byrne or with our 
Employer Links coordinator, Amanda Leslie, who can advise on work 
experience. Appointments are made at Reception.

 You are strongly advised to attend the UCAS Higher 
Education Exhibition at Teesside University 
on the afternoon of 6th April. This is a great 
opportunity to find out about your options 
even if you are not considering university 
after A Levels. 

 You will also be required to attend some 
HE/careers presentations during the last 
half term which will help you to find out 
more about university courses and career 
options.

 There will be advice sessions to explain the 
financial implications of studying at university. In addition, 
there will be HE Parents’ Evenings in June to explain the application 
process and the financial arrangements for students.



Work Experience
To strengthen applications to university, apprenticeships or employment you 
are offered the opportunity of up to a week’s work experience during the 
period from 26 June to 7 July. This will develop employability skills such as 
communication and confidence at the same time as offering an insight into 
the real world of work.

You can apply now through a brief online application form on Moodle (Work 
Experience room). Please email the completed form to Amanda Leslie, our 
Employer Links’ Co-ordinator, at aleslie@qeliz.ac.uk  or see her in the Library 
(L2).

We regularly advertise work experience opportunities via the Bulletin and 
Moodle. If you are considering a placement, it is good practice to check the 
Work Experience room on Moodle throughout the week. 

    Applying to university takes place in three stages

Choosing the subjects, the courses, the actual universities to apply 
to. Students undertake research with help from College staff - 
February - September.

Filling in the on-line UCAS application 
form - there are a number of sections to 
complete and the Personal Statement is 
most important. This is drawn up and 
written by you and time is required to 
prepare it. You will start work on this 
before the summer break.

The College also provides a reference which includes the predicted 
grades for A Level which are very important for universities -  
September - November.

Interviews, Open Days, offers received. Deciding which offers to 
accept - November -  May.

University offers will usually be based on predicted A Level grades - your 
summer examination results will be an important influence on the grades 
we predict you.



It is important that you work to achieve the best possible grades this year. 
These grades will be the basis of your predicted grades for your UCAS or 
employment reference. In addition, you should start looking at your options 
when you have completed your A Level course. The College’s Careers room 
on Moodle is the first step in this research.

The Summer Term ends on 23 June for first year students (or up to July 7 if 
involved in work experience) - provided all commitments have been fulfilled. 

The Autumn Term starts on Monday 21 August

Work hard and ask for any help you might need 
 so you get the grades to be proud of.
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