
General Information
GCSE Mathematics covers a wide range of basic mathematical knowledge and skills 
grouped into 6 areas:

• Number 
• Algebra 
• Geometry 
• Measures
• Probability
• Statistics

While studying mathematics students will be expected to:

• Use mathematical skills and understanding to solve everyday problems 
• Select and apply mathematical knowledge in a range of contexts
• Interpret and analyse problems and generate strategies to solve them 
• Use logic and reasoning to break down more complex problems into smaller 

more manageable steps 
• Learn how to use the relevant functions on a calculator to assist in problem 

solving

How it is taught
Students have four lessons a week. Lessons will concentrate on GCSE maths 
topics as specified in the syllabus. Lessons are varied, with teachers using different 
mathematical activities whenever possible to enhance understanding. Students 
will also be given a ‘log in’ password for my maths, a useful mathematical software 
package that will assist them during lessons and at home.
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Examination details
The GCSE maths cour has linear examinations. Different topics will be tested 
in two exams sat in June. The overall mark will be a combination of the marks 
obtained in each of the papers.

Paper 1 Non Calculator - 50% of final grade
  1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2 Calculator - 50% of final grade
  1 hour 45 minutes

There are two sittings of the exam, one in November and one in June. Teachers 
and students will decide whether a November or June entry is more appropriate. 
Students who obtain a C grade in November will only follow the course until the 
results are published in January.

Useful / common subject combinations
GCSE Maths is an important qualification and will complement nearly all subjects 
run at the College.

Careers / HE information
Students will find that in most cases, Higher Education establishments and 
employers will expect applicants to have GCSE mathematics at a grade C or 
above. The ability to work with numbers is an important skill and is essential for 
many careers including Primary School Teaching, Computing, Nursing, Business 
Studies, Engineering, Leisure and Tourism, Retail, Armed Forces and many more.

MATHEMATICS GCSE


