
General Information

Cambridge Technical Level 3 Performing Arts Extended Certificate [Drama] is 
the study of how and why theatre is created and what is required in all aspects 
of ‘putting on a performance’ from acting and directing to advertising, technical 
aspects and the business of theatre. In order to gain the right combination of 
knowledge, skills and insight into the performing arts sector, with particular 
focus on Drama, this course has been designed through consultations with a 
number of Universities, Employers and industry specialists including LAMDA, 
RADA, Liverpool Theatre School and Bath Spa University. The course will allow 
students to not only learn and understand how to perform on stage but also to 
experience and develop skills to support their employability in the sector. 

Students will work practically to apply their skills and knowledge in Drama and 
Theatre. Alongside this, they will develop technical and performance skills, 
theoretical knowledge and gain skills to support freelance work in the future. 
Students also have the opportunity to gain understandings of how businesses 
and organisations work within theatre. The qualification emphasises practical 
creativity alongside research and theoretical understanding. 

Throughout the course, students will explore the Performing Arts industry with 
particular focus on theatre. They will learn how to plan and develop projects 
from a brief. Through practical exploration and research, they will understand 
the work of practitioners, forms and styles and how to put these into a 
performance as well as developing improvisational pieces from a stimulus.

Students of Drama develop skills that are not just essential for drama but 
applicable to a wide range of higher education subjects in the workplace. This 
course refines your collaborative skills, your analytical thinking, employability 
skills and your approach to research. You grow in confidence and maturity as 
you successfully realise you own ideas. Drama is not for the half-hearted - you 
must be dependable and committed team members. 

Entry requirements
It is strongly recommended that you have a grade 4 in GCSE 
English. 

In this subject, particular skills and aptitudes will be required, 
 many of which will be demonstrated by students’ GCSE 
profiles.

Entry requirements might be changed in light of curriculum 
reform.
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Assessments
Throughout the course, students will cover a wide range of centre-assessed 
units with practical and wider project-based assessment opportunities, as 
well as examined units on ‘Prepare to work in the Performing Arts Sector’ and 
‘Proposal for a commissioning brief’. 

 Unit 1: Prepare to work in the Performing Arts Sector [externally assessed 
60 marks]

 Portfolio – 1500-2000 words – respond to an advertisement and record 
your response in written form. 

 Pitch – pitch your response to the advertisement to a camera. 
 Audition – Present an example of your work as an actor to the camera. 

 Unit 2: Proposal for a Commissioning Brief [externally assessed 50 marks]
 Proposal – 1500-2000 words – write a proposal for a project from a 

commissioning brief, which    could be delivered in the community. 
 Unit 3: Influential Performance Practice [externally assessed 60 marks]

 Written Report – 1000-1500 words – Respond to a statement evaluating 
the work of a practitioner. 

 Perform 2 contrasting practical demonstrations – prepare and present a 
practical demonstration of two contrasting pieces of theatre in response to 
a statement. [Devised]

 Unit 4: Combined Arts [Internally assessed, externally moderated]
 Brief Written description – express what drama styles can be used within 

the performance of a prescribed play. 
 Log – Develop an ongoing log or journal of your work from beginning 

ideas to final performance. 
 Performance – perform a reimagined version of the prescribed play. 

[Script]
 Written Evaluation 1000 words – Evaluate your performance in relation to 

the chosen drama style. 
 Unit 6: Improvisation [Internally assessed, externally moderated]

 Reflective Journal /Log - Develop an ongoing log or journal of your work 
from beginning ideas to final performance.

 Performance - develop 2 or more pieces of theatre from improvisation of a 
given stimulus. [Devising]

 Written Evaluation 1000 words – Evaluate your success as a performer in 
the roles you have developed. 
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Course content
The suject content for this course is divided into five components.

1. Prepare to work in the Performing Arts Sector
2. Proposal for Commissioning Brief
3. Influential Performance Practice
4. Combined Arts
5. Improvisation

Guidance is also provided on the theatrical skills you will need to work on

How it is taught
Through practical activities, independent research and written work 
guided by your teachers, you explore the Performing Arts industry 
with particular focus on theatre, plan and develop projects form a brief, 
understand the work of practitioners, forms and styles and how to put 
these into a performance, and develop improvisational pieces from a  
stimulus. This understanding is delivered through portfolios, pitches, 
auditions, proposals, Practical performances and written reports.  
Frequent theatre visits are arranged so you can relate your own study 
to professional performance and working environments. 

Careers/HE information
Theatre Studies is not purely an acting course. Many students go on 
to prestigious acting courses, but there are many progression routes 
through university that lead towards careers in the media, education, 
arts administration and technical specialisms as well as directing, front 
of house and freelance. Employers, generally, like the confidence the 
subject gives.


