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QE students mark First World War 
Centenary with special Poppy Appeal

NOVEMBER 2018

QE has a long, proud tradition of supporting the
Poppy Appeal and this year, the College wanted to
add their own personal touch to commemorate 100
years since the end of the First World War. Together
with the Textiles Club, the Student Association
launched a competition to encourage staff and students to create
their own decorative poppies, which were then sold in the run
up to Remembrance Sunday with all donations being sent to the
Royal British Legion. The poppies could be produced using any
technique, including sew, knit and crochet and over 50 unique
entries were received. The winning creation belonged to Chloe
Cost who incorporated a variety of different textiles methods into
her poppy and won a £10 Amazon voucher.
Sarah Steel, teacher of Textiles and Student Services Co-ordinator,
explains: ‘Response to the competition has been great with both
students and staff contributing to the appeal. Chloe’s design was
a very worthy winner and the Student Association has done a
wonderful job in raising funds for the Royal British Legion, selling both these handmade and paper poppies
across College’.

Battle of the Bands
DECEMBER 2018
The B-Tecs have been crowned the winners of the
annual Battle of the Bands competition at QE. Organised
by the Student Association, the event was attended by
over 200 students and ticket sales generated £330 for
local charity, St. Teresa’s Hospice.
Footage of the B-Tecs winning performance can be
viewed at the following link:
https://www.youtube.com
watch?v=pDG2l3Pjxr0&fbclid=IwAR3Dlx8xGKFUQkwdvwcY9rubEwhHuPsXDebfwT00yvvebQIgoR0RxA5SfRE

QE Interact Club



Alzheimer’s Society cupcake day

JUNE 2018

Staff and students at QE have once again shown their support
for charity by participating in the annual Alzheimer’s Society
Cupcake Day. Organised by the College’s Interact Club, several
batches of delicious, homemade cupcakes were brought in and
sold, ranging from lemon cheesecake to chocolate fudge cake,
with all donations going towards research into Alzheimer’s
disease and dementia. In total, staff and students managed to
raise over £140, which will allow a National Dementia Helpline
Advisor to provide 10 hours of crucial support to people
affected by dementia.
Nancy Wall, Co-Ordinator of the Interact Club, explains: ‘Almost everybody knows someone who has been
affected by dementia, and it is incredibly important that we do as much as we can to find a cure for this awful
disease. I would like to thank everyone who supported the Cupcake Day, whether they provided cakes, or
simply enjoyed them as the money raised will undoubtedly be warmly received’.

Interact leaders given Rotary Club send off

AUGUST 2018

Members of the Interact Club from QE and Darlington
Rotary Club came together to say thank you and goodbye to
outgoing Interact Club President and Vice President, Danny
Brown and Gina Bibby. Danny and Gina have spearheaded
some wonderful projects this past academic year including
organising an Easter egg collection for the local women’s
refuge and collecting over £900 worth of goods for the British
Heart Foundation. Nancy Wall, Co-Ordinator of the College’s
Interact Club, comments: ‘Danny, Gina and all of the members
of the Interact Club have worked ever so hard this year to make
a real, lasting difference to the community. Staff and students
have fully supported their projects and their dedication to the Club has been outstanding, they should
be extremely proud of themselves’.
In attendance to say thank you and bid farewell to Danny and Gina were the Rotary Club’s President,
Paul Robinson; Vice President, Mike Challands; Interact Co-Ordinator, Roly Lang and QE Vice Principal,
Laurence Job. The new President and Vice President of the Interact Club, Lancia Lee-Deckard and Tom
Makepeace, begin their tenure this September and Nancy is looking forward to working with them. She
adds: ‘I’ve already listened to some of Lancia and Tom’s ideas and both are eager to get started with their
plans. I feel that they will lead the Interact Club in a great direction this coming year’.

Interact students bag up donations for 
British Heart Foundation
The British Heart Foundation (BHF) is one of the United Kingdom’s biggest and most
well known charities and members of the Interact Club from QE wanted to support their
fantastic work by organising a Wanted Stock event. Working closely with the Darlington
branch, they encouraged staff and students to donate unwanted clothing and other
household goods with the items being sold in store and all money raised going towards
vital research into heart and circulatory diseases. In total, the College managed to fill 60
bags and boxes with donations equating to £900 worth of products.

AUGUST 2018

Rebecca Stott, Treasurer of the Interact Club, explains: ‘It
was wonderful to see staff and students come together and
support a charity that conducts such important research,
we managed to collect a fantastic amount of stock’. Nancy
Wall, Co-Ordinator of the Interact Club, adds: ‘The BHF in
Darlington needs to generate up to 600 bags of donations
per week to stock the branch and continue their work, and
we hope that the items collected at our event will make a
difference. Sadly, most people know somebody who has
been affected by these conditions and the students worked
extremely hard to encourage staff and their peers to get
involved and donate’.

QE Students help local residencies bloom

AUGUST 2018

A group of Travel and Tourism, and Interact Club students from QE have joined forces with housing
charity, Abbeyfield, to carry out a gardening project for its residents. The organisation, established in
1956, provides care and accommodation for elderly people and the students were delighted to get
involved and help spruce up their gardens. Together with the
residents, they created and installed several hanging baskets,
planters and other accessories that can be used around the
property.
Student, Amy Middlemiss, comments: ‘It was a really
enjoyable afternoon, we listened to the residents as they told us
how life at school was for them when they were young and they
were surprised when we explained how much the education
system has changed’. Nancy Wall, Course Leader for Travel and
Tourism and Interact Club Co-Ordinator at QE adds: ‘Working
with Abbeyfield has been a great experience for our students.
They have been able to develop both their communication and
practical skills and the residents thoroughly enjoyed sharing
their stories of life at school. We are looking forward to visiting
again in the future’.

Sleep out for the homeless

NOVEMBER 2018

Members of the Interact Club from QE have spent the night
sleeping outdoors to raise money for a local homeless
charity. The eight brave students, along with Interact
Club Co-ordinator, Nancy Wall, slept under the stars in the
College’s Abbey Road Playing Fields equipped with only
sleeping bags and cardboard to experience a night of being
homeless. Their aim was to raise funds for the 700 Club, a
Darlington based charity that seeks to provide temporary
accommodation and support for the homeless and they are
on course to receive a wonderful £300 in donations.
Lancia Lee-Deckard, President of the Interact Club, comments: ‘It’s so important to make people aware of
homelessness and ensure that we do all that we can to help them. It was a cold and uncomfortable night, but
luckily, we only had to do it once, homeless people experience this on a daily basis’. Nancy adds: ‘The students
were fantastic. We spent the night wrapped up in cardboard and there was not one complaint. They have done
exceptionally well in raising funds for an excellent cause’.

QE Students work with local foodbank

DECEMBER 2018

Although Christmas is the happiest time of the year for many,
for some it can prove to be the most difficult and students from
QE wanted to help as much as possible. Teaming up with King’s
Church Foodbank, members of the Interact Club and Travel and
Tourism students spent six hours working with volunteers accepting
donations, organising and restocking shelves, creating food parcels
and delivering them to recipients. Back at College, they continued
their hard work by bagging up approximately 700 meals worth of
donations including tinned goods, dried food and juices.
Reflecting upon this wonderful gesture of goodwill, student Emma
Baker, comments: ‘It’s incredibly hard to believe that people need to use
foodbanks in the 21st century, however working with King’s Church has
made me realise how much of an invaluable service they provide to the
local community’. Nancy Wall, Interact Club Co-ordinator and Course
Leader for Travel and Tourism, adds: ‘The students were fantastic and
worked extremely hard. They were shocked at how large the demand is
for foodbanks in Darlington, but were more than willing to get involved
and do their part in the run up to Christmas’.

Local project lands Interact Club National Award

APRIL 2019

Members of the Interact Club from QE have been awarded the 2018 Best Interact Project Trophy for
their wonderful ‘Community Christmas’ project. The group spent much of the festive season helping
local organisations and charitable causes in order to make it the most inclusive Christmas possible,
including sending over 1000 Christmas cards to children with life limiting conditions through Postal
Pals and raising £300 for local homeless charity, 700 Club, by spending a night sleeping outdoors. They
participated in the delivery of leaflets to promote a Christmas tree collection scheme in aid of St. Teresa’s
Hospice and bought and wrapped gifts to give to residents of care homes and Darlington’s women’s
refuge. In addition, the students worked with local foodbanks by sorting, packing and distributing
parcels before volunteering with Age UK and serving over 110 Christmas meals to older members of the
community.
Presenting their project as both a photo book
and write up, judges from the Rotary in Britain
and Ireland (RIBI) were thoroughly impressed
with the work carried out by the students and
deemed the College’s club the winners with
RIBI President, Debbie Hodge, handing over the
trophy. Nancy Wall, Interact Club Co-ordinator,
who nominated the group, explains: ‘This project
has had a significant impact on the lives of many
people within our local community and also on
the Interact Club members, who have continued
to support a number of the organisations since
Christmas. The project has been incredibly
rewarding and I am extremely proud of all of the
students. They thoroughly deserve this award’.

Seaham Hall beach clean

MAY 2019

Caring for the local environment is a cause that the Interact Club
at QE feel very strongly about and to help protect the coast,
crucial for the habitats of wildlife, they have spent a weekend
cleaning Seaham Hall Beach. Equipped with litter picks and
refuse sacks, the group collected 12 bags of litter, the majority
of which were plastic bags, bottles and fast food packing. They
also encountered and disposed of a large pile of tangled wires,
a serious threat to animals, with their efforts being recognised
by the Heritage Coast Partnership. The organisation will use the
information provided by the College to further their own work in
preserving beaches across County Durham.

The Arts



Fashion industry insight

MARCH 2019

The fashion industry is one that consists of many essential components and A Level Media Studies
students from QE have been able to engage with all aspects during a taster session at Sunderland
University. The workshop explored the industry in detail and provided students with an insight into
how companies develop concepts, produce designs, construct garments, understand retail concepts
and plan and manage events. Students were also tasked with considering how they would establish
their own brand, from devising effective branding and
marketing campaigns, to creating graphic designs and visual
merchandising. The session concluded with the constructing
of visual mood boards allowing the group to demonstrate
their creativity and ability to work with colour, trends and
fabrics to envisage their own unique style, incorporating
findings from future trend forecasting and analytics.
Nicola Naisbett, Course Leader for A Level Media Studies,
explains: ‘The students thoroughly enjoyed the event and not
only developed their research and visual pitching skills, but also
learnt how to construct an excellent visual portfolio and found
out about the variety of careers available within the fashion
industry’.

Student artwork by Ellie Daglish

Leschinski Memorial and Leavers’ Concert

MAY 2019

Musicians of the future from QE have showcased their talents at the College’s annual Leschinski Memorial
and Leavers’ Concert. Audience members enjoyed
wonderful performances by the Orchestra, Big Band,
Rock Choir, Classical Choir and Baroque Ensemble to
conclude another year of musical success and three
students were awarded cash prizes for their dedication
to the College’s music department. These prizes have
been given to students since 1985, having been donated
in memory of Mrs. Olga Leschinski, a piano teacher
from Berlin, who was a refugee from Communist Russia
and later believed to have been murdered by the Nazis
during World War II.

Joe Kearney, who plays the violin, won Musician of the Year. He commented: ‘I am thrilled to have received
this award. Playing in the orchestra has made me a much better musician’. Trumpeter, James Bartram,
secured Most Improved Musician, added: ‘Big Band has allowed me to build my confidence, make new
friends and learn new skills’, whilst Ben Hacker, who plays the cello, won Biggest Contribution to the music
department. He explains: ‘Being involved in music at QE has been one of the highlights of my time at College.
Everyone has been so welcoming and friendly, and I have had a great time practising and performing with
them’.

High fashion in London and Paris

MAY 2019

The Art department at QE took 40 students on an inspiring visit to London and Paris, exploring the
sights, museums and galleries in both cities and carrying out important research for A Level Art and
Art Foundation coursework. Upon arriving
in London, the group was able to obtain
tickets for the hugely popular ‘Christian Dior:
Designer of Dreams’ exhibition before taking
in examples of fashion, prints and interior
pieces from the period 1952 to 1977 at the
‘Swinging London: A Lifestyle Revolution
/ Terence Conran – Mary Quant’ display at
the Fashion and Textiles Museum. Portfolio
evidence was also collected from the Tate
Modern and Natural History Museum and
the visit concluded with students watching
a stunning West End performance of Les
Misérables, paying particular attention to the
wonderful costumes and set design.
In Paris, the group explored the Louvre,
Musée d’Orsay, Centre Pompidou and many famous Parisian sights including Sacré-Cœur and
Montmartre. One of the main highlights was going up Montparnasse Tower and being able to see the
entire city from above, providing another fantastic opportunity for drawing. Owen Davies, who studies
Art Foundation, explained: ‘I was really excited to see original print designs by Eduardo Paolozzi as he is the
focus of my stage three research’. A Level Fine Art and Textiles student, Ellie Bedford, added: ‘I loved being
able to obtain a close look at the garments created by Christian Dior and see how he created detailed floral
surfaces’. A Level Fine Art and Graphics student, Yasmin Butler, concluded: ‘Being in both cities has helped
me enormously with my work and I was able to find something in every museum to add to my personal
project’.

Operatic Society work experience

MAY 2019

A Level Textiles students from QE gained valuable work experience with Darlington Operatic Society,
helping with their two hugely popular productions, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Top Hat. Attending one
evening per week, students supported the costume department in the creation of a series of children’s
garments for Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, whilst learning about pattern cutting and construction techniques
and assisting in the making of 14 dance tail suits for
Top Hat. During both performances, the group had the
opportunity to work backstage and help with dressing
and costume repairs, allowing them to observe how a
professional company operates behind the scenes.
Sarah Steel, teacher of Textiles, explained: ‘It was wonderful
for our students to be able to work alongside Darlington
Operatic Society and obtain an insight into textiles beyond
the classroom. We are very grateful for the company
for allowing our students to shadow them and involve

themselves in the local community. I hope that future groups will benefit from this fantastic opportunity,
especially with the productions of Jekyll and Hyde, Shrek and Strictly Musicals 3 coming up in the near future’.
Owen Davies, Art Foundation student, added: ‘I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the costume team,
learning a variety of new skills and being a part of something I am really passionate about’. Textiles student,
Meg McWilliam, concluded: ‘Working with the society has been a great experience and I am excited to get
started on preparations for Jekyll and Hyde’.

Big Weekend workshop



JUNE 2019

With BBC Radio 1’s annual Big Weekend music festival arriving in Middlesbrough,
five first year Media Studies students from QE were given the opportunity to work
with the radio station, taking part in an interview with DJ and presenter, Jordan
North. Josh Brewster, Alice Butterfield, Daniel Lordon, Matt Prest and Lily WatsonMorris discovered how Jordan became a host on one of the most popular radio stations in the United
Kingdom before he discussed the employability skills required to work in the radio industry. The
students were then able to learn about the planning and execution of outside broadcasts, observing the
preparations for Big Weekend and worked with presenters from Newsbeat, the flagship news programme
on BBC Radio 1. Together they looked at OFCOM regulations concerning live news broadcasts and the
creation of bulletins. The day concluded with the group visiting a variety of stalls which provided a
detailed and fascinating insight into the different strands within the BBC, including BBC Introducing and
BBC Bitesize.
Daniel Lordon commented: ‘The workshop was extremely useful and allowed us to obtain a good
understanding of how the BBC functions’. Nicola Naisbett, Course Leader for A Level Media Studies at QE,
added: ‘This was a fantastic opportunity for the group and the fact that the College was invited to this event
speaks volumes about the calibre of our Media Studies students. This type of employer engagement not only
enhances work completed in the classroom by enabling students to put what they learn into real life contexts,
but it also showcases the number of jobs available in the one of the UK’s biggest employment sectors’.

Humanities



Touring Parliament 

MAY 2018

A Level Politics students from QE were inspired by the department’s annual tour of Parliament. The day
began with a Q&A session with Darlington’s MP, Jenny Chapman, who the students questioned on a
range of contemporary issues including
Brexit and the Labour Party’s stance on
the Customs Union. They also had the
opportunity to meet former Labour General
Secretary, Lord Sawyer of Darlington, who
provided a valuable insight into the way in
which the House of Lords has challenged
the Government’s EU Withdrawal Bill.
Following this, the group visited Parliament
Square and saw the newly unveiled statue
of suffragist, Millicent Fawcett, before
partaking in a tour of both the House of
Commons and the House of Lords. In the
House of Commons, the students were able
to sit in the Strangers’ Gallery and watch
part of a debate concerning the Windrush

situation. Finally, the day concluded with a workshop on representative democracy provided by the
Parliament’s Education Service.
Reflecting on the day’s activities, student Emmeline Brown commented: ‘I enjoyed seeing the reality
of the work that happens in Parliament. It was a fun experience recognising familiar faces and identifying
different MPs’. Carla Creaser was similarly positive about the trip, adding: ‘I really liked how informative the
trip was and how it was executed in an enjoyable and engaging manner’. Dom McArdle, teacher of Politics,
concluded: ‘The students thoroughly appreciated their day, meeting Lord Sawyer and Jenny Chapman MP
and observing the Houses in action. They impressed parliamentary staff with their knowledge and enthusiasm
and watching the debate on the Windrush situation really brought the subject to life’.

Students join in centenary celebration for 	
votes for women

MAY 2018

A group of first year students from QE enjoyed a thoughtprovoking day at the Centenary Celebration for Votes for
Women event held at the town’s Hullabaloo Theatre. The
nine Humanities students were nominated by teachers to
attend the occasion due to the hard work and commitment
demonstrated during their first year of A Level study. The
session began with a warm welcome from Andrena Telford,
the National President of the National Council for Women,
followed by an inspiring talk from Chris Lloyd of the Northern
Echo on the local suffrage movement. Vane Women, a local
writers’ collective, were also present to deliver poetry based
on votes for women, while dressmaker and costume historian,
Meridith Towne, explored the wonderful world of fashion
from the early twentieth century. Finally, the event concluded
with a lively Q&A session with members of the National
Council for Young Women and members of the Youth
Parliament who hope to encourage more young people to
involve themselves in the democratic process and make their
voices heard in elections.
Arwen Webb, teacher of Sociology who accompanied the students to the session, explained: ‘The day
was brilliantly planned and executed, and all of the talks were inspiring and informative. Our students had a
wonderful time and we feel incredibly fortunate that we were able to take part’. Feedback from the students
was also extremely positive with many commenting on how much they had learnt about working class
suffragists and how the suffrage movement operated in the North of England.

Politics students meet US Embassy Diplomat

OCTOBER 2018

Kim Dubois, a cultural attaché working for the US Embassy
in London, paid a visit to QE to engage with A Level Politics
students about American politics, a key component of
second year students’ study programme. Kim, who is
involved in an initiative that aims to change people’s
perceptions of the US abroad, began the session with an
interactive survey to discover what the students already
knew about the US and the impression they had of its
work in other countries. This was followed by a lively Q&A
session in which students quizzed Kim on her work and
the difficulties she faces working as a diplomat in countries
where the US is not always viewed in a positive light. She

was also questioned about the controversy surrounding the new US Embassy building in London and
President Trump’s refusal to visit it on his trip to the UK.
Reflecting on the event, student Sophie Dryburgh commented: ‘The visit from Kim has really made me
consider a career as a diplomat, I hadn’t realised how many opportunities there are in this particular field’.
Tony Dabb, Course Leader for A Level Politics at QE added: ‘We’d like to thank Kim for visiting the College
and sharing her experiences of working as a diplomat with our students. The session was highly informative
and the students obtained valuable information that will no doubt aid them in their second year of A Level
Politics’.

Deputy Governor of the Bank of England 
talks Economics at QE

NOVEMBER 2018

Ben Broadbent, Deputy Governor of the Bank of England, took time
out from his very busy schedule to visit QE and speak to students
from a range of subjects about the Bank of England and its role
in the British economy over the last 300 years. Students from A
Level Maths, Politics and Economics listened as Ben delivered an
inspiring presentation on the importance of pursuing your interests
and the opportunities that can arise from doing what you love. His
optimistic message echoes his own career, from studying Music in
Paris to lecturing in Economics. Following the presentation, students
participated in a lively Q&A session in which they asked Ben thoughtprovoking questions on several topical issues including the potential economic impact of Brexit.
Andrew Brown, Vice President of the Student Association, commented: ‘I found the session not only
informative, but also very enjoyable, it is wonderful that the College provides us with opportunities to speak
with industry experts. I am considering a career in accountancy and being able to obtain information and
advice on this route from someone who knows the banking system better than most people is invaluable’.

Jenny Chapman visits

JANUARY 2019

In the week where Parliament continued to debate the future of the United Kingdom following Brexit,
Darlington MP and Shadow Minister for Exiting the European Union, Jenny Chapman, found time to pay
a visit to QE to speak with A Level Politics
students and provided an inside view on
the current situation. For over an hour, the
Labour frontbencher faced challenging
questions from both first and second year
students about the party’s Brexit plan, the
possibility of a ‘no deal’ and her reservations
about a second referendum. Following
this, students were keen to question Jenny
about other contemporary topics including
her campaign to end period poverty, the
prospects of a General Election and how
recent events in the UK have caused a surge
in the number of people becoming engaged
in politics.
Student, Macy Stasiak, commented:
‘Speaking with Jenny has really encouraged me to get involved in politics because, although the work of
Parliament has improved in recent years, there is still plenty to do in making sure everyone’s concerns are
taken into consideration’. Tony Dabb, Course Leader for A Level Politics at QE added: ‘We are very grateful
that Jenny was able to visit the College despite a hectic week in Parliament. She gave our students a unique
perspective into current events, one that others won’t be as fortunate to receive’.

The wonders of Washington

MARCH 2019

A Level Politics students from QE embarked on the trip of a lifetime to Washington D.C., arriving a couple
of days after the temporary suspension of
the longest government shutdown in history.
Over six days, they visited some of the most
recognisable sites in the world, including the
White House, Lincoln Memorial, Washington
Monument and Watergate Building. Standing
in the place where Martin Luther King delivered
his infamous ‘I Have a Dream’ speech, the group
learnt about the impact his powerful words had
on the world before walking in the footsteps of
other protest movements at the Reflecting Pool.
The students also toured Congress and in the
House of Representatives were able to see House
Speaker, Nancy Pelosi, in action. Following this,
they had the opportunity to meet and speak
with members of some of the most influential
campaign and lobbyist groups in Washington, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, a pro-democracy group named Common Cause, and the National Abortion Federation. The trip
ended with a live NBA basketball game, souvenir shopping in the fashionable area of Georgetown and
the option to visit some of the finest museums in the world.
Student, Amy Jones, commented: ‘Visiting Washington gave me the chance to see some of the world’s most
iconic places’, whilst Eleanor Wright added: ‘Meeting members of the National Abortion Federation was truly
inspirational’. Tony Dabb, Course Leader for A Level Politics at QE concluded: ‘It is always a pleasure to take
students to Washington as part of their studies as it really brings the work we do in the classroom to life. The
group this year were wonderful and we really hope they enjoyed themselves as much as we did’.

Remembering the Holocaust

MARCH 2019

Visiting Auschwitz, Poland, is often described as a mentally challenging, yet hugely significant and eyeopening experience. Four A Level History students from QE were granted the opportunity to travel to
this concentration camp and witness first-hand the lasting impact of the Holocaust as part of the Lessons
from Auschwitz Project. Upon their return to the United Kingdom, Lucy Jameson, Ami Lavan, Kion
Sharma and Eleanor Wright manned a display and
spoke to prospective students at Open Evenings
about the trip before delivering thoughtful
presentations to both their peers and members of
the public at the Holocaust Memorial Day event
held at the College.
Keen to extend their knowledge further, they
decided to invite a guest speaker into College who
possesses his own experiences of the Holocaust
and anti-Semitism. Freddy Naftel spent 90 minutes
speaking with Modern History students about
how his mother and grandparents fled Nazi
Germany as refugees whilst his great aunt and
uncle both died in Auschwitz. He also explained how he has been the victim of prejudice both at school
and whilst working, highlighting contemporary issues of anti-Semitism.
Gary Darby, Course Leader for A Level History commented: ‘Freddy’s presentation was extremely powerful
and touched everybody. Listening to somebody who was directly impacted by the Holocaust is very moving
and we would like to thank Freddy for visiting the College and sharing his personal experiences with our
students’.

Politics students pose questions in Parliament

APRIL 2019

First year A Level Politics students from QE ran the gauntlet of Leave and Remain protesters at the gates
of Parliament as they participated in their annual visit to Westminster. Arriving the day after MPs had
voted to seize control of parliamentary
business from the Government, students
encountered a buzz of activity throughout
the area before meeting with Jenny
Chapman, Shadow Minister for Exiting the
European Union and MP for Darlington,
who provided a fascinating insider’s view on
recent events. The group spent over an hour
asking Jenny a wide range of questions with
many concentrating on Brexit, the possibility
of a second referendum and the divisions
it is causing within political parties. There
were questions on other important issues, including the current homelessness crisis and young people’s
mental health services.
Students received a tour of both the House of Lords and the House of Commons and were able to watch
MPs debating new legislation on knife crime. The day concluded with a debating workshop, simulating
the events that occur during the passing of a bill and a visit to Whitehall, close to Downing Street, at the
time when the Cabinet was holding further crisis talks.
Student, Keswick Hornsby, commented: ‘It was great to speak with Jenny and see how Parliament actually
functions. The visit provided us with a brilliant insight into the English political system’.

A year in history
Four QE History students (Lucy Jameson, Ami Lavan, Kion Sharma
and Eleanor Wright) visited Auschwitz Concentration Camp in
October as part of the Lessons from Auschwitz Project. The students
manned a display for the October Open Evenings, took part in the
Holocaust Memorial Day event held at QE at the end of January
and also delivered a History Club session to their fellow students in
February. The four students were keen to invite a guest speaker into
College this year and Freddy Naftel spoke to about one hundred
2nd year Modern History students for 1.5 hours on Thursday 14th
February. Mr Naftel is a Holocaust educator who has visited over 150
schools across the UK over the last five years. He gave a powerful
presentation that covered Judaism, the legacy of the Holocaust and
anti-Semitism today.
44 History students (16 Tudor and 28 Modern) and 5 staff visited
the Royal Armouries museum in Leeds on Friday 7th December.
Part of the visit included a tour of relevant galleries and a ‘hands on’
seminar examining historical objects from the periods we study in
College.
The History Christmas Quiz was a great success with twenty-six
teams of four taking part in this year’s quiz. The quiz took place in
the Main Hall and there were prizes for the winning three teams.
History Club has met regularly this year. In September we asked the
question, ‘what have the Romans ever done for us?’ and in October a
guest speaker spoke about her historical journey through Romania
in a talk entitled, Chasing Dracula and Other Villains. November’s
meeting commemorated the hundredth anniversary of the end of

World War I and showcased some of the films, literature and art that have been influenced by the First
World War. The February History Club was delivered by the four LFA students whilst in March James
Stubbs gave a fascinating talk on the Younger Dryas comet impact, earth crust displacement and
Noah’s Ark.
On 5th April, we took twenty-seven second year Modern History students and three staff to the
Hartlepool Maritime Museum. Part of the visit included a workshop session on the history of the Royal
Navy and a guided tour of the Trincomalee, Britain’s oldest warship afloat. Second year Modern History
students look at the development of the Royal Navy as part of their study of the British Empire from
1763-1914.

A year in law
This year the law department offered a range of
extra – curricular activities to first and second year
students.
In November 2018 Angela King, senior lecturer in law at Teesside University, delivered an excellent
session on police powers and human rights. This was aimed at year 2 students and linked to the right to
liberty, freedom of assembly and freedom of expression.
In February 2019 we organised a Theatre trip to the Darlington Hippodrome
to see “The Verdict” – a legal drama about a washed out lawyer (Frank Galvin)
given the most important case of his career – a medical negligence case which
no one else wouldl take. The play was made famous by Paul Newman in the
Oscar nominated film of the same name.
Later in the month first year students attended the Sixth Form Law Conference
at Teesside University where they were able to attend workshops exploring areas of criminal, civil and
human rights law and also meet with staff and students. Students attended sessions on domestic
violence, how the law deals with mental illness, human rights and even one that touched on cannibalism
and the law!
In March a senior lecturer from Sunderland University, Ashley Lowerson, visited the College to deliver
a talk on aspects of Human Rights. This focused on Paper 3 of the A Level and was geared to support
second year students tackling this challenging area of law.
Sunderland University returned in May to deliver a presentation on studying law at degree level and
employability. This talk was well attended and open to all College students.

Languages



English Language students 
work with local author

NOVEMBER 2018

A Level English Language students from QE benefitted from
three days of creative writing workshops with local writer,
Tracey Iceton. The Stockton-based author, whose concluding
novel of the ‘Celtic Colours’ trilogy comes out early next year,
worked with students to help them to develop powerful
story-telling techniques for their creative writing coursework
folders. First year student Tilly Houston explained: ‘Tracey’s
sessions were extremely beneficial and provided us with the
opportunity to think about how to create characters, obtain
the reader’s attention with effective opening lines and employ
language in a concise way’.
Tracey added: ‘It was great to be able to share some of my expertise with the students. They worked hard
through some intensive activities and impressed me with their ideas which I am sure will go on to become
wonderful pieces of coursework’. Tracey hopes to return to the College in the future to continue her work
with first and second year creative writers.

Language Detectives

FEBRUARY 2019

Fourteen A Level English Language students from QE spent the day
in the Linguistics department at Northumbria University to discover
the work carried out by undergraduates as part of their degree
courses. The workshop began with an exploration into linguistic
forensics, the examination of the language of texts from court cases
where the verdicts depended upon proving the identities of the
writers. The students then had the opportunity to investigate how
and why words change meaning over time and the impact this has
on language and the wider society.
Steph Thompson, teacher of English Language who accompanied
the students to the event, explained: ‘The day was a great success.
Everybody found the activities interesting and the experience very informative. Many of our students are now
considering taking linguistics in higher education as result of the visit’.

Linguistic liaison with York St. John University
QE has a rich history of forming close relationships with local universities and
this year, the tradition has continued. To aid them with their studies, twelve
intrepid first year English Language students have spent an inspiring day
with the linguistics department at York St. John University. The workshop
began with the group watching and quizzing third year undergraduates as
they presented their completed dissertations before participating in taster
sessions on accents and dialects. They also received an introduction to British
Sign Language and benefitted from a tour of the university.
Steph Thompson, teacher of English Language who accompanied the
students to the event, commented: ‘The students had a great day and obtained
a valuable insight into student life at York St. John University. We would like to
thank the University for hosting the workshop, in addition to the undergraduates
for allowing our students to be involved in such an important part of their
academic career’.

JUNE 2019

Maths, Business & Computing



Plumbing entrepreneur gives students 
a business brief

MARCH 2019

Jason Mulroy, the successful founder of JTM
Plumbing, delivered an informative presentation
to OCR Business students at QE about how he
established and currently manages his business.
Jason began by speaking about what is required
to set up a business, he has now been in operation
in North East England for more than 25 years,
before discussing the challenges he faced in the
early stages. Students then had the opportunity
to question him about several aspects of his
company including marketing, operations, finance
and human resources.
Kevin Fields, teacher of OCR Business explained:
‘This session was a marvellous occasion for students to meet a local business person. They found the talk
extremely inspiring and some are now considering starting their own businesses in the future. We would like to
thank Jason for visiting the College and sharing his experiences’.

Science, Sport & Leisure



Triple champions 

JUNE 2018

Celebrations were in full swing for QE at the
conclusion of the 2017-18 football season
after the men’s first team were crowned triple
champions. To begin, the team secured first place
in the North East Colleges’ Championship Division,
winning nine of their ten games, before defeating
Stockton Riverside College to win the North East
Colleges’ League Cup. They then travelled to New
Ferens Park, Durham, to compete in the Albert
Knox Cup (The Durham County Schools’ Football
Association Cup) against New College Durham,
who were also celebrating a very successful
season having won the North East Colleges’
Premier League. Four goals from Jamie O’Brien
and a fifth from Sam Ions secured the victory and
trophy for QE, rounding off an incredible season of football for the College. In addition to this, the men’s
third team won the North East Colleges’ Development League, defeating Darlington College’s third squad
in their final game of the league.
Andy Grant, who coached the men’s first team during their historic season, commented ‘The lads are
a terrific group of footballers who have been an absolute pleasure to coach. However, more importantly,
they are a terrific group of young men who have been a credit to the College and themselves throughout the
season. I am incredibly proud of them’. Kellie Pomeroy, Sports Development Co-Ordinator at QE, added:
‘What a fantastic football season it has been for the College, I believe that the success achieved by our men’s
first team is a first for the region. Well done to both the team and Andy’.

Ryan’s American dream

JULY 2018

Whilst on a football scholarship in Florida, former QE
student Ryan Kirby embarked on an exciting opportunity
to study a degree in Aviation Business Administration.
Playing in the Sunshine State conference for the Embry
Riddle Eagles, Ryan was able to combine his Higher
Education aspirations with playing football at an elite
level.
Being selected to study at Embry Riddle Aviation and
Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach was a wonderful
achievement and is testament to both his academic and
sporting prowess. The university is a world leader in the
field of aeronautics and aviation and Ryan’s degree will
enable him to follow his passion for Economics, which he
discovered whilst studying the subject for A Level at QE.
Growing up in Wynyard, Ryan has played football his
entire life. He spent 4 years at Newcastle United FC
Academy but decided to leave to enable him to continue
his education, which he values so highly. The past few
seasons have been particularly successful for Ryan. After
playing a year for Durham County and reaching the FA
Counties Youth Cup semi final and winning the league
title, he was chosen to captain his county and led them to the defence of the league title. Playing for
Stockton Town FC U18s has also seen Ryan win the league cup and county cup in the past season and
collecting the Players’ player, Manager’s player and Supporters’ player of the season.

Posting letters to Post Pals

NOVEMBER 2018

Travel & Tourism students from QE have been bringing a smile to seriously ill children’s faces by sending
them cards and gifts through the charity Post Pals. Post Pals, run solely by volunteers and endorsed by
Children in Need, invites members of the public to connect with children whose profiles are posted on
their website and sends them cheerful post,
which can often provide a much needed relief
from their daily struggles.
The students were each allocated a ‘pal’ to
whom they sent a small gift each month. The
Interact Club began an initiative in the run up
to Christmas in which all students from QE
were able to send a card to a new ‘pal’.

Students pictured: Keira Sawyer and Ellie Patterson

Nancy Wall, Course Leader for Travel &Tourism
and Interact Club Co-ordinator explained:
‘Post Pals is a fantastic charity which the
College is proud to support and we are hoping
to increase the number of students who get
involved and send a card or gift. Christmas can
be a particularly difficult time for those with
health conditions; these small gestures will
allow us to spread some joy as the festive season
approaches’.

STEM Fair celebrates Science, Technology
Engineering and Maths

NOVEMBER 2018

Local employers, universities and chartered institutes came together to inform students from QE about
the wide variety of careers and courses available in the field of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Maths) at the College’s annual STEM Fair. Students and parents were invited to attend the event
throughout the day and obtain important information about progression opportunities from industry
experts. Attendees included Darlingtonbased engineering company Cummins,
GlaxoSmithKline and several universities with
whom the College has a long history of student
success. There was also a visit from Hurworth
School’s Year 10 pupils, encouraging them to
start considering their future careers.
Rebecca Earl, first year student at QE
commented: ‘Attending the STEM Fair gave me
the opportunity to speak with different companies
and universities and gain a real insight into the
world of STEM. I am hoping to study Chemistry
at university and it was extremely useful to speak
face-to-face with representatives to have all of my
questions answered’.
Alice Atkinson, Higher Education and Careers
Advisers at QE concluded: ‘We are extremely grateful for the support and guidance given to our students
by local businesses and training providers. Not only were STEM subjects promoted, but employers also
highlighted the roles available in management, human resources and design. The event was a huge success’.

Travel & Toursim students throw Christmas
Party for local residents

DECEMBER 2018

Travel & Tourism students from QE once again spread festive cheer to older members of the local
community by organising a Christmas party at the College. Sixty-five invitees attended the event and
several organisations were involved including Darlington Town Mission, Ventress Hall Care Home and
Abbeyfield House. Students provided guests with a light lunch and entertainment before pupils from
Dunn Street Primary School, Jarrow, concluded
the afternoon with a carol concert and reading
of ‘The Christmas Truce: The Place Where Peace
Was Found’ by Hilary Robinson, the story of the
Christmas Day truce observed by soldiers on
the World War I battlefields.
Nancy Wall, Course Leader for Travel & Tourism,
explained: ‘The event has become an annual
occasion and students benefit greatly from
working with the older generation. They share
stories of their own Christmas traditions and
are able to celebrate together. It is important to
remember that Christmas can be a very lonely
time of year for some people and everybody
can do their part to help to reduce this feeling of
isolation’.

Science students sample a new medicine 
course at University of Sunderland

JANUARY 2019

A group of budding Science students
from QE visited the University of
Sunderland to obtain a preview of
the a new medicine course, which
will be available from this September.
The medicine MBChB will integrate
scientific and clinical learning
allowing undergraduates to work
with four hospital trusts, two mental
health trusts, sixty-three GP practices
and several community services.
The tour provided students with
the opportunity to see anatomical
models and wards where work will be
completed alongside trainee nurses,
paramedics and other allied health
professionals. They then participated
in a practical session that included a
blood type analysis and the preparing of tissue samples for inspection under a microscope.
Student, Leigh Stabler, commented: ‘Gaining an insight into the practical aspects of medicine was amazing.
The event was extremely eye opening and has given me the motivation to begin looking into higher education’.
Alice Atkinson, Higher Education and Careers Adviser who accompanied the students to the University,
explainsed ‘It was inspiring to see how students would be working together to develop not only their scientific
ability but also their interpersonal skills, preparing them for the demanding but fulfilling work ahead’.

Adventures in Amsterdam

MARCH 2019

Travel & Tourism students from QE have been able to experience ‘travel and tourism’ first-hand with
a mini cruise to Amsterdam. 15 students attended the trip, which included two entertainment-filled
evenings on the ferry and a short stay in the Dutch capital where they received a guided tour of the city
and had some free time to explore, shop and sample the local food. Back on board, the group enjoyed
playing bingo, participating in the
music quiz, which they won, dancing
to the live band and having their
photo taken with the captain.
Julie Vickerman, teacher of Travel &
Tourism at QE who accompanied the
students on their trip, explained: ‘It
was wonderful to be able to give the
students the chance to visit a different
country and experience travelling by
ferry. They were a credit to the College
and thoroughly enjoyed themselves; two
students have already booked a return
trip this summer!’

A busy year for Geographers
During the 2018/19 academic year, the Geography
department took 75 students to the Lake District on
residential fieldwork, which is now an integral part of the
new A Level specification. The students spent three days in
the western lakes experiencing a variety of different practical
data collection exercises ranging from urban environments
to sand dunes. The students then had the opportunity to
process the data during evening classes led by staff. This is
an essential part of the course and prepares the students for
their individual coursework element in the new specification.
Students have always enjoyed the experience and is an
opportunity for them to develop wider friendships as well as
experience practical geography outside the classroom. It is
also seen as a fantastic opportunity to develop and enhance
employability skills. Students have to plan in advance certain
aspects of the fieldwork experience as well as work alongside
others in a hazardous outdoor environment. During the trip
students have to use initiative, consider aspects of health and
safety, work under pressure and solve complex problems,
which are all essential skills within the workplace.
In October, all first year geography students took part in a full
day’s urban fieldwork in Darlington where they collected data
on various aspects of urban landuse across the whole town.
Working in small groups they explored opportunities for their
individual 4000-word investigation and reinforced ideas learnt
in the classroom.
In addition to this all second year students also experienced
two additional days that focussed on urban geography in
Teesside and coastal geography along the Durham Heritage
coast. The two days allowed second years to review major
elements of the course and observe both physical and human
geography in the field, which was an excellent opportunity in
the lead up to their final exams.
In total, across the 2 years, students studying geography have
had the opportunity to spend 6 full days outside of college
in a practical setting. This is 2 full days above the exam board
requirements.
During the final term we have welcomed ex QE Geography
students into the department to talk to first year students
about their experiences doing a variety of Earth Science
related undergraduate courses. A further input to this session
came from the Geography department’s employer champion,
Jon Shelley, from the Environment Agency. QE Geography and
Geology students have found this a very useful and insightful
opportunity, which helps kick start their individual research
for their UCAS application. New to this year we have invited in
Leeds Beckett University who will deliver a session that looks
at aspects of Human Geography and Urban Planning and what these degrees involve and how students
can best prepare themselves for further study.
Also this year the department have continued to develop our employability links with the Environment
Agency, where for the first time 2 students will be taking part in a week’s work experience in Newcastle.
They will join a variety of inter-disciplinary teams, looking at the current projects that are on-going.

Miscellaneous



GSK gains new apprentices

MAY 2018

Students Sophie Burgess and James Wallis from QE became two
of GlaxoSmithKline’s (GSK) newest recruits after having obtained
apprenticeships with the pharmaceutical giant beginning
this September. Sophie will be working towards a Foundation
Degree in Chemistry in partnership with the University of
Kent, whilst James will complete an advanced manufacturing
apprenticeship, following a product from its initial development
to its final packaging. Both students will be based in Barnard
Castle for their first year, after which James will carry out some
of his work in Ulverston. Both students had to compete against
several hundred other hopefuls in an intense application
process. Following an online application and assessment,
Sophie was invited to an open day with seven other applicants
where she was tasked with delivering a presentation on a topic
of her choice and completing a group task, which involved
investigating the solubility of a Smarties sweet in lemonade.
James followed a similar route with his group activity involving
the creation of a marketing campaign for a new toothpaste and
a practical exercise of designing a thermometer. They both then
attended one-to-one interviews, each lasting close to an hour.
Looking ahead to his new role, James commented: “I’ve always
preferred the idea of hands-on learning and GSK is a great company
to work for. I’m hoping to secure a fulltime job with them at the end
of my apprenticeship”. Sophie is also excited to get started as she explains: “Working for GSK will provide me
with valuable experience that I’ll be able to use throughout my professional career”.
Liz Bryan, Higher Education and Careers Adviser, concluded: “We are very pleased with both James’s and
Sophie’s achievements. Their success emphasises the fact that employers value A Levels and are keen to recruit
young people with good qualifications. Sophie and James will have the opportunity to work, earn, learn and
progress up to degree level”.

QE musicians release first CD

MAY 2018

Music students from QE recorded and produced their own
CD, which is now on sale to the public. The CD features the
College’s Baroque ensemble playing a variety of music from
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and includes pieces
by Johann Sebastian Bach, Antonio Vivaldi, Henry Purcell and
Arcangelo Corelli. The recording also pays homage to the
northeast region with the inclusion of John Garth, a composer
buried in Darlington’s St. Cuthbert’s Church and Charles
Avison from Newcastle.
Student Aelfleda Pybus, who plays both the flute and violin,
explained: ‘It was a wonderful experience to be involved with the
recording and to work with a group of such talented musicians.
It was a real team effort as we worked to perfect the repertoire’. Simon Fleming, Course Leader for A Level
Music, added: ‘The recording was a fantastic opportunity for our students. They worked exceptionally hard in
the preparation and production of this CD. Not only was it a new experience for all, they also raised their level
of musicianship to produce a genuinely first-class recording’. The CDs can be purchased from the College
for £10.

QE Student Engineers a Bright Future

MAY 2018

Miles Jackson, a second year student on QE’s Future
Engineers Scheme, was successful in securing a degree level
apprenticeship with Arup, the multinational professional
services firm that provides engineering, design, planning and
project management for aspects of the built environment.
Miles made contact with the recruitment team from Arup at
QE’s Employment & Gap Year Fair earlier in the year and after
an initial application with on-line tests, he was invited to the
company for an assessment day followed by an individual
interview.
Miles was amongst 40 prospective applicants and he did
extremely well to be offered a position as an apprentice
building services engineer. Miles, who is studying
A levels in Maths, Computer Science and Physics,
will move to Solihull to begin his training once he
has finished his studies. Then, after completing
his HNC, he will progress to a full degree. Miles
said “I am really pleased to have been offered
this opportunity – my advice to students seeking
apprenticeships is to make sure you do your research
on the company you are applying to. I took my
computing coursework with me and talked to them about
how I had applied a design process, implemented and tested it; I used it as an example as to when I had faced
a challenge. This certainly worked and they were impressed that I had brought it along. I would also say, have
a question to ask the employer. I asked about progression opportunities – it is definitely not a good idea to ask
about pay!”
Miles concluded, “I am really looking forward to new challenges and to applying my knowledge from my A
levels to real life projects.”
Liz Bryan, Future Engineers Co-ordinator added “Miles has always been determined that he would get an
apprenticeship, he was proactive in seeking out opportunities and always made sure that he had thoroughly
researched the companies he applied to – he certainly deserves this success and we wish him well.”

Best of Darlington Awards

JUNE 2018

Students from QE were honoured at the annual Best of Darlington Awards ceremony, which celebrates
inspirational individuals and those who have made an exceptional contribution to the local community.
All three shortlisted nominees in the Academic Excellence category were QE students with Olivia Shovlin
winning the award for her outstanding A Level
results in 2017. She achieved A*/A grades in
Biology, History, Chemistry, Extended Project and
AS English Literature and now reads Biological
Sciences at Oxford University. However, what
makes her success even more remarkable is that
she was able to achieve such wonderful results
despite some extremely difficult personal issues.
During her studies, Olivia’s twin brother, Joe,
was hospitalised following a traumatic brain
injury spending six months in hospital with
Olivia visiting him daily whilst remaining fully
committed to her A Levels. Fortunately, Joe is
now making a fantastic recovery and was able
to accept Olivia’s award on her behalf at the
ceremony, as she was unable to attend.

Also nominated in the Academic Excellence category were Harry
Iveson and Lauren Kenworthy. Harry obtained four A* grades in A
Level Chemistry, Maths, Further Maths and Physics, securing her a
place at Bristol University to study Maths, while Lauren Kenworthy
achieved all A to C grades at the same time as supporting her
critically ill mother and coping with a close family bereavement. She
now has an unconditional place at university and continues to make her parents proud.
Mary King was shortlisted in the Exceptional Student category for her courage and determination against
extreme adversity. Nominated by both her Progress Tutor and Principal Tutor, Mary is described as an
individual who will not allow her past to define her and who will work with grit and determination to
fulfil her aspirations. Through hard work and perseverance, she comfortably secured offers from five
universities to read Law.
In the Young Person’s Contribution to the Community category, the College was delighted to have
two shortlisted finalists, Danny Brown and Mille Tezcan-Fotoohi. Danny is a member of the UK’s Youth
Parliament and is the Director of the Tees Valley Youth Collective, encouraging youth participation
and engagement in politics across five local authorities, an area that covers 67,000 young people.
Furthermore, he is President of QE’s ‘Interact Club’, part of Rotary International, an organisation that
seeks to strengthen relationships within the local community and challenge young people to reach
their full potential. Mille, also a member of the UK’s Youth Parliament, has campaigned tirelessly on a
number of issues including raising awareness of mental health issues and reducing the waiting times
for appointments with CAMHS. She has recently been involved in the national campaign to reduce the
voting age to 16.
Reflecting on another successful year for QE students at the Best of Darlington Awards, Tim Fisher,
Principal, commented: ‘It is wonderful to see so many of our students recognised and honoured for their hard
work and efforts, both in and outside of College. We are incredibly proud of everybody who was nominated
and of Olivia, who thoroughly deserves her award. We are certain that all of the nominees have bright futures
ahead of them and wish them every success’.

Emma’s Enterprise

JUNE 2018

Emma Hedley, a former Art Foundation student at QE has launched a new jewellery range with The
Real Housewives of Cheshire star, Tanya Bardsley. The collection, entitled Dreams to Reality, began with
the concept of wish bracelets and is currently being sold in five House of Fraser stores across Northern
England. Emma discovered her talent for creating jewellery whilst completing a gap year in New Zealand
and now designs bespoke wedding and engagement rings in her studio in Newcastle. She prides herself
on using recycling and ethically sourced gold
and gemstones and also makes jewellery for
The Guitarwrist, a not-for-profit organisation
that sells guitar strings used by famous artists to
raise money for charity. Members of the business
recently travelled to Download Festival where
they acquired strings used by both Slash and Duff
from Guns N’ Roses.
Looking back upon her time at QE, Emma
commented: ‘I really enjoyed my time at QE,
especially studying Art Foundation, as it gave me
the chance to experiment with different ideas and
mediums, and develop my presentation techniques.
The College gave me the space to focus on what
I wanted to do in the future, allowing me to add
depth of meaning to my work’.
Laurence Job, Vice Principal of QE, added: ‘It is always wonderful to hear from our former students and
discover what they have been doing since leaving QE. We are so proud of Emma and what she has achieved
with her business; we wish her every success for the future’.

World around us photography competition

JUNE 2018

Three students from QE won top prizes in the
Darlington and Teesdale Naturalists’ Field Club’s
(DTNFC) photography competition entitled ‘World
Around Us’. Students were encouraged to submit
a photograph based on one of the areas of natural
history studied by DTNFC along with a brief written
summary explaining what the image represents,
with entries being judged by DTNFC members and
staff from QE. Following a fierce competition, Max
Morton secured first place, winning £100, with
his entry of an Alpine chough taken at the top of
the Petit Flambeau in the Chamonix Valley in the
French Alps. Max took this magnificent photo whilst
participating in the Geology department’s annual
visit to Chamonix and he explained in his summary: ‘I think that this bird represents freedom and that there
is always somebody watching over you no matter where you are in the world’.
Ben Hartley finished in second place, winning £50, with his photo of a herd of African elephants visiting a
watering hole at Mvuu Safari Camp, captured during the College’s expedition to Malawi as part of World
Challenge. Finally, Daniel Stokell was awarded third place and £25 for his photo of the remains of the
Tees railway viaduct in Barnard Castle. Martin Chisholm, treasurer of DTNFC who presented the awards,
commented: ‘We are very pleased to sponsor this photography competition and encourage more young
people to take an interest in natural history. We hope that all students will be inspired by the entries received
and become more aware of the wonderful world around us’.

QE students feel the force

JUNE 2018

A group of first year Future Engineers enjoyed a taste of life in the Royal Air Force during an action
packed day of activities at RAF Leeming. On arrival at the base, students were given a tour of the fitness
facilities, spoke to Personal Training Instructors and found out about how to pass the fitness tests for
entry as well as the opportunities for outdoor adventure and travel. This was followed by a tour of the
mechanical engineering facilities where students saw the range of vehicles the engineers work on in
order to keep them safe and in service. Visiting the armoury, students gained insight into the technical
skills required to service the weapons and particularly how to maintain and operate the ejector seats if a
pilot has to exit the aircraft. Students also learned of the composition of the explosives used to operate
the ejector function.
The highlight of the day was visiting the hangers,
housing the Hawk aircraft. After being given a talk
by a pilot from 100 Squadron, looking at the history
of the Hawk and other aircraft, the students then
had the thrill of an opportunity to don the flight
equipment, get into the cockpit and have a lesson on
the controls.
Student Cameron Murphy said “Seeing what life is
like in a working day on an RAF base is something you
cannot experience from a guest speaker in a classroom.
This trip allowed me to understand RAF life through my
own eyes.”
Owen Fielding added “It was great to see the aircraft
up close and get in the cockpit wearing the flight equipment. The pilot was really helpful and informative,
which has encouraged me to try to become a pilot in the RAF post sixth form.”
Liz Bryan, Future Engineers Co-ordinator, concluded “This was a really good day – the students were able to
speak to many different staff and take part in some practical activities. It certainly gave them an insight into
the wide range of opportunities with the RAF.”

Ex QE student wins Young Engineer 
of the Year Award

AUGUST 2018

Chetan Kotur, an ex A level student at QE celebrated
after being awarded a prestigious accolade by the
Royal Academy of Engineering.
Chetan was one of five young engineers from
across the country who were judged to have had an
outstanding impact in their respective fields early in
their careers. He received his award, which included
£3,000, at the Royal Academy of Engineering
Awards Dinner. As the UK’s national academy for
engineering, the Royal Academy brings together to
most successful and talented engineers for a shared
purpose: to advance and promote excellence in
engineering. It has three strategic challenges:
-

Make the UK the leading nation for engineering
innovation
Address the engineering skills crisis
Position engineering at the heart of society

Chetan is currently working at the forefront of
the automotive industry as the CEO’s Assistant at
Polestar, a Volvo electric car startup that he helped
launch at the end of 2017 in Shanghai. Following
his passion for cars, Chetan uniquely combines
creative flair, design skills and deep engineering
understanding. He is rapidly emerging as a bright,
dynamic and driven future leader in the automotive
industry.
At age 16, Chetan faced a career dilemma, between following his family’s tradition of studying medicine
or pursuing his interest in designing cars. After being selected for the Channel 4 documentary ”Vocation,
Vocation, Vocation”, he chose to follow his passion for cars. He excelled academically, achieving top
A level grades in Chemistry, Maths, Physics and General Studies whilst at QE. In the next stage of his
education, he gained a first-class degree in Automotive Engineering from Loughborough University.
Having secured a place on the Volvo Cars Global Graduate Programme, Chetan progressed quickly as
a Studio Engineer designing new cars. He has led the design of autonomous vehicle projects for Volvo
and worked on the development of the company’s first autonomous steering and braking safety system.
He also presented Volvo’s future technology strategy to Swedish Governmental Authorities - ensuring
funding for cross-industry technology development.
Chetan promotes STEM activities in the North East to help inspire the next generation of engineers. He
founded the ”Future Engineers Scheme” at QE, which over the last five years has given over 200 students
a headstart in engineering. He was also awarded an Engineering Leadership Advanced Award from the
Royal Academy of Engineering, allowing him to travel the world developing leadership skills. Five years
on, Chetan continues to support and mentor a boy he met in a Rio de Janeiro favela who dreams of
becoming a car designer.
Chetan commented: “It is extremely humbling and such an honour to receive The Young Engineer of the Year
2018 award from the Royal Academy of Engineering. Working as an engineer, you really have an incredible
opportunity and responsibility to improve the society and world around you – something I find both fun and
rewarding.
From realising my childhood dreams of designing new cars to now being part of launching a new electric
car company, I am really grateful for all the support I’ve received and hope to continue pushing the global
automotive industry forward towards an exciting future.”

Overall A Level Results

AUGUST 2018

Students and staff at QE celebrated record A Level results. Against the backdrop of a small fall in the
national, pass rate at A Level, students achieved an astonishing 99,7%, the highest in the College’s history,
with a high grade rate (A*, A, B) of 54%. 26 students attained 4 A*/A grades with a further 48 students
being awarded 3 A*/As; an incredible achievement.
Some exceptional individual
performances underline the
college’s success and that of its
students. Richard Kirkham from
Richmond secured 4 A* in Maths,
Further Maths, Chemistry and
Physics and is off to study Physics
at Corpus Christi College in Oxford.
Jessica Hindle from Darlington
achieved A grades in English
Literature, French and Spanish and
an A* in the Extended Project and
will be going to Hertford College
Oxford to study Japanese. Joseph
Monaghan from Leyburn achieved
A*s in History, Maths and Physics
and an A* in Further Maths. He will
head to Durham in the autumn
to study Physics. Thomas Horniman from Hurworth will study Law at St John’s College, Cambridge
having gained A* grades in Geography and the Extended Project and A grades in Law and Maths. Jessica
Pearse from Ingleton, meanwhile, is looking forward to studying Psychology and Nutrition at Newcastle
University, having gained 3 As in Psychology, Biology and PE and an A* in the Extended Project.
Principal, Tim Fisher, commented:
”Year on year students from across the region come to QE and achieve amazing things. Their success is
testament to their hard work and ambition and to the support they receive from staff at the college. Each one
of them can now look forward to a bright and exciting future and we wish them all the very best.”

QE students are good samaritans

AUGUST 2018

Three students from QE have received praise from the local community after they came to the aid of an
elderly lady who had fallen over in the town centre. Adam White, Calum Earl and Lauren Acton saw the
woman fall on Duke Street and immediately rushed over to help her, dialling 999 and waiting with her
for over an hour until the paramedics arrived. They managed to keep her calm by constantly reassuring
her, holding her hand and not leaving her side. A few weeks later, the students were presented with
gifts of a card and chocolates from the woman’s daughter, thanking them
for their actions with the elderly lady even comparing them to her
grandchildren.
Ronald Murray, a passer-by who witnessed the event, also visited
the College to commend the students. He explained: ‘Adam,
Calum and Lauren are the definition of Good Samaritans and
deserve recognition for how they helped the woman who fell.
They are fine examples of the students of QE and of Darlington’.
Laurence Job, Vice Principal, added: ‘We are so proud of how
Adam, Calum and Lauren handled the situation, remaining with
the lady until the ambulance arrived and keeping her as calm as
possible. We have received comments from several members of the
public applauding their actions and are grateful that people took time
out of their day to inform us of what happened’.

Freshers’ Fair 2018

SEPTEMBER 2018
Students from QE were able to find
out about the range of extra-curricular
activities available, in addition to
volunteering opportunities, when
they visited the annual Freshers’ Fair.
The event, attended by local charities,
organisations and services, provided
students with the opportunity to enhance
their employability skills by registering to
volunteer within the local community or
participate in the College’s enrichment
programme.

Ali Ions, who represented World Challenge,
commented: ‘It was great to meet students
who are eager to step out of their comfort
zone and get involved in World Challenge.
This year’s expedition will see students travel to Uzbekistan and install a water pump to provide fresh,
running water for rural villages and communities. Our next expedition, to Botswana in 2020, features a rhino
conservation project, giving students the chance to make a real difference to the future of this wonderful
animal’. Ben Scott, from Durham Constabulary, added: ‘All of the students we spoke to were interested in
what we do in the local area and were very forthcoming with questions. It’s extremely encouraging to see so
many young people wanting to know more about crime and safety in the local area’.
Nicola Naisbett, Learning Leader for Employability at QE concluded: ‘The event was a huge success.
Students were positive and enthusiastic about what was on offer and they have been able to sign up to
experiences that will enhance their skillset and learning beyond that of the curriculum. We have also been able
to raise awareness of the fantastic work done by our local charities’.

Joe’s Jazz Journey

OCTOBER 2018

Former QE student, Joe Williamson, was crowned the winner of the Young Scottish Jazz Musician of the
Year Competition. The prestigious contest, which is open to all jazz musicians under the age 25 residing
in Scotland, saw Joe travel to Aberdeen for the semi-final where he performed in front of a panel of
judges and live audience at the renowned Blue Lamp venue. The final took place on the opening night of
the Glasgow Jazz Festival at Drygate Brewery with Joe once
again showcasing his talent to a group of leading musicians
and promoters before being declared the winner. His prize
included the opportunity to play at both the Glasgow and
London Jazz Festivals in 2019 and he also performed live
with his quartet on BBC Radio 3’s ‘Jazz Now’ show as part of
the Edinburgh International Festival 2018.
Reflecting upon his time at QE, Joe commented: ‘My time at
QE was extremely valuable. The College gave me the space to
flourish and develop my interests and there was a very positive
learning environment, which motivated me to be the best I
could be’. Steve McGarvie, teacher of Music who worked with
Joe during his time at QE, added: ‘During his time at QE, Joe’s incredible natural ability was matched only
by his hard work and dedication. The North East of England has a vibrant jazz scene which Joe became a part
of before moving to Scotland and studying at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. It is wonderful to see him
develop into a critically acclaimed guitarist on a national scale and we wish him every success in his musical
career’.

QE Students build and race their 
own electric car

SEPTEMBER 2018

Members of the Future Engineers scheme had the opportunity to construct and race their own electric
car as part of Greenpower Education Trust’s IET Formula 24+ Championship. The tournament, held in
various locations across the UK,
challenges groups of young people
to build a single-seat electric car
from scratch and race it for one hour
around a motorsport circuit with the
winning team possessing the car
which travels the furthest distance.
Felix Clyde, Jenson Cockburn, Katy
Feng, Ben Hacker and Laura Harvey
represented QE in the Croft Circuit
heat and finished in sixth place,
travelling a respectable 29.6km
at an average speed of 28.8km/h.
Angelina Hogarth and Bryany
Maughan were also members of the
team but were unable to attend the
event.
Mike McTimoney, who accompanied
the students to the heat, explained:
‘This is the third year that we have entered a team in the Greenpower Education Trust’s Croft Circuit heat and
each time, the students are a credit to themselves and the College. The team worked extremely well together,
solving problems with the car and ensuring everyone looked after themselves during the action-packed 10
hour day’.’.

Ordinary dog walk unearths extraordinary
discovery for Alf

JANUARY 2019

Alf Hall, a History student from QE
discovered a 10,000-year-old aurochs
horn whilst walking his dog along the
River Ure in Wensleydale.
Aurochs are an extinct species of large
cattle, similar to bison, which lived
throughout Europe, Asia and North
Africa until the early seventeenth
century when the last recorded female
died in the Jaktorów Forest, Poland.
Alf had his finding professionally
identified and dated by the Natural
History Museum in London before
bringing it to College to show his
classmates and teachers. He explained:
‘I was walking my dog when I noticed the
top of the horn sticking out of the side of
the riverbed during a time of drought in
the Yorkshire Dales. I pulled it out, only to
discover this magnificent, prehistoric looking artefact. After it had dried, around two days later, it revealed the
membranes inside and this is when I realised it had to be something dating back to at least the Bronze Age’.

QE’s record year for Oxbridge

JANUARY 2019

A record seventeen students from QE won coveted places at Oxford and Cambridge this year, building on
a long tradition of progression from the College to the UK’s top universities.
The successful students, who came to QE from a range of schools across the region, have beaten intense
global competition, undergoing a rigorous selection process including tough tests and challenging
interviews. While their hard work is far from over, as most have to gain top A Level grades to ensure they
take up their places, they are rightly celebrating a remarkable achievement.
Eight students won places at Oxford and nine at Cambridge for courses including Natural Sciences,
History, Modern Languages, Geography, Law, Maths and Engineering.
Students aspiring to ‘Oxbridge’ and to other competitive universities are supported from their first term
at College by progress tutors and by the College’s HE and Careers team, including Oxbridge Co-ordinator
Simon Nicholson. “For seventeen students to receive offers from Oxford and Cambridge is exceptional, at any
school or college,” said Simon. “This fantastic outcome is the result of incredible commitment on the part of
the students of the teachers who have worked so hard to support them.”
QE Principal, Tim Fisher, said of this year’s success, “We are immensely proud of these seventeen remarkable
young people, each of whom has achieved something exceptional. That they represent the best year for QE
at Oxbridge should come as no surprise, given the calibre and ambition of our current students, but we are
delighted for them, as we are for all students who secure for themselves a better future by winning places at
university.”
Thomas Williams, who came to QE from Wolsingham School and has a place at Cambridge to study
History and Spanish, said, “The support I received from Simon helped me enormously and gave me some
insight into what I could expect from the admissions process. It’s very exciting to be given an offer and I feel I
have already gained a lot just from going through the different stages of application.”

QE’s debaters grapple fake news

FEBRUARY 2019

Members of the debating society participated
in an inter-school debating competition
organised by Darlington and Barnard Castle’s
Rotary Club. Competing against teams
from Barnard Castle School, Polam Hall and
Teesdale School, the organisers had chosen
motions designed to look at issues relevant
to the lives of young people. As spectators,
Amy Jones fired questions at Barnard Castle
School and Polam Hall who were disputing
the threat posed by artificial intelligence to
humanity, linking the argument to government
regulation.
In their debate, the team from QE challenged
Teesdale School on the topic of whether
social media sites should filter fake news with Iain Campbell, Andrew Hall and Liz Johnson arguing that
companies like Facebook are not news sources, but rather they are platforms for communication. The
group faced difficult questions from a panel of educationalists and journalists on whether social media
sites steer their users towards a particular view and the exact definition of the term ‘fake news’. From
the audience, Adam Bell asked debaters to consider whether the real solution to fake news was a more
educated and discerning society.
Tony Dabb, who accompanied the students to the event, explained: ‘The group performed exceptionally
well and the judges praised them for their articulacy, humour and teamwork. Although Teesdale School were
named overall winners, they enjoyed the afternoon and received a cash prize and certificates. I am very proud
of them all’.

Future engineers given tour of Hydram

FEBRUARY 2019

During National Careers Week, members of the Future Engineers Scheme visited Hydram, a local
engineering company that supplies precision sheet metal products, components and fabrications to
large businesses across the United Kingdom. Former QE student, Isaac Binks, joined Hydram last year
through an apprenticeship programme and led the future engineers on a tour of the facilities where
they were able to see engineering in action,
including design, fabrication, welding and
quality assurance. Isaac’s A Levels in Maths,
Physics and English Language have benefitted
his career greatly, securing a job that requires
applied mathematics and problem solving
skills on a daily basis.
Student, Christopher Jones, commented: ‘It
was great to see how Hydram uses technology
to maintain consistency and quality, and how
they make tools from scratch to create specialist
products’. Dylan Eadsforth added: ‘The visit has
really helped me to decide that an apprenticeship
in engineering is the route I would like to take
after College. It gave me a good insight into what
happens in the industry’.
Liz Bryan, Future Engineers Co-ordinator, concluded: ‘The students really enjoyed the trip. They were not
only able to find out about progression through an apprenticeship, but they were also able to see how their
academic studies can be applied in the workplace. We would like to thank Hydram’s Training Manager, Neil, for
his insights into engineering’.

This time next year

MARCH 2019

Jonathan Raiseborough, a former Art Foundation student appeared on a
popular ITV programme, This Time Next Year, to share his story of becoming
a professional illustrator. Jonathan, who was diagnosed with Asperger’s
Syndrome and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder as a child, opened his
segment by explaining to host, Davina McCall, how he hoped to provide
the illustrations for children’s book, Snowdrop The Spikeshuffler, written
by author, Peter Barron. The show then explored Jonathan’s year long
journey as he juggled illustrating with his studies at Teesside University
before he reappeared with the published book, complete with his
artwork.
Jonathan is now an ambassador for the North East Autism Society
with Snowdrop having been adopted as the mascot for the organisation.
Together they travel to schools across the North East educating children about autism and promoting
understanding. Jonathan’s time on the show coincides with Darlington launching a campaign to become
an autism friendly town, in partnership with the North East Autism Society.
Looking back upon the past 12 months, Jonathan explained: ‘Having the opportunity to illustrate
Snowdrop the Spikeshuffler has been a life-changing experience and being on national television was an
amazing bonus. Having a voice for people with autism and showing others that what can make somebody
different, can also be a positive thing, is incredible’. Joy Colthup, Co-ordinator of Study Skills and Support
at QE who worked with Jonathan during his time at College, added: ‘The progress that Jonathan has
made over the last few years is wonderful. He spoke so eloquently and confidently on the show, he is a real
ambassador for autistic students’.

Opportunity of a lifetime

MARCH 2019

Three second year students were successful in gaining a
six month placement working for Wellington College, an
international school in Tianjin, Northern China. Chris Heron,
Daisy Mcgonigal and Rachel Brown will have the opportunity
to work with children of all ages in the school as well as
experiencing a different culture. Their journey will start in
Shanghai where they will meet other interns and explore the
city before moving on to Tianjin.
Ex-students, Bryony Heaviside and Jordan Sandford, took
advantage of the opportunity last year and Samantha Wood,
the Internship Manager, explained: ‘Wellington College Tianjin
are pleased to develop the relationship with QESFC through our
internship programme here in China. Jordan and Bryony, who
joined us in September 2018, have been outstanding in their
support of the students and I know that they will take with them
many skills and experiences that will aid them in the future. We
were impressed with the enthusiasm from Daisy, Rachel and Chris
and feel that they will make a valuable contribution to Wellington College. This internship will also give them a
life changing experience where they can learn more about the diverse country that is China, where the people
simultaneously cherish their heritage whilst encouraging innovation and enterprise’.
Bryony Heaviside, who has extended her internship for another six months, added: ‘For me, doing this
internship in Tianjin has been an experience of a lifetime! My favourite part has been helping in the boarding
house – Benson feels like one big family, where you always feel at home’.
Chris Heron, who flies out to Shanghai in August, concluded: ‘I am looking forward to this opportunity of a
lifetime. I am very excited to experience living and working in a different culture and cannot wait to meet my
fellow interns and the students themselves’.

Wellbeing week

APRIL 2019

Students and staff at QE spent five
days looking after themselves,
each other and the environment by
participating in Wellbeing Week. The
event began with ‘Move it Monday’
in which a Futsal tournament and
fencing taster session were held and
all members of the College were
encouraged to partake in the 10,000
step challenge. ‘Thoughtful Tuesday’
focused on mental wellbeing with
mindfulness training and adult
colouring whilst ‘Willing to Lend a
Hand Wednesday’ allowed students
to consider the local community
with a litter pick in Stanhope Park
and a workshop on how to perform
lifesaving CPR. The week concluded with ‘Think about it Thursday’, which included dementia awareness
training and ‘Foodie Friday’, highlighting the importance of eating well and hydration.
Nancy Wall, who co-ordinated the sessions, explained: ‘Wellbeing Week was a great success. Both staff and
students involved themselves in all of the activities on offer, trying new things and learning how to take care
of themselves both physically and mentally. I would like to thank all of the external providers who helped run
workshops and provided us with skills which will last a lifetime’.

Medical Society visit to Newcastle University

APRIL 2019

Prospective medics and dentists
from the Medicine Society at QE
were able to discover the superb
facilities available at Newcastle
University through a guided tour of
the University’s Medical and Dental
Schools. QE’s Medicine Society is an
extra-curricular group that prepares
potential medics, dentists and
vets for their application to these
competitive courses. Students have
benefitted from specialist guidance
and information from service users,
universities and organisations
including the Royal Society for
General Practitioners.
During the visit, a graduate
ambassador delivered an informative tour of the Medical and Dental Schools before leading several
workshops thatcovered information about courses, admission tests and medical ethics. This allowed the
group to develop their knowledge of the skills required to make a successful application. Students also
sampled a range of questions from the University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT), the entry exam used by
Newcastle University and many other institutions across the country. During the medical ethics session,
the pillars of these ethics were explored and applied to real-life scenarios, a formula used in many
interviews.
Student, Jack Forster, commented: ‘I returned to College feeling very well informed about the admission
process for Medicine, not just to Newcastle University but to other institutions as well. The campus was
excellent and our guide was extremely helpful and friendly. It was a fantastic trip!’

School hovercraft teams have lift off

APRIL 2019

Engineers of the future from schools across Darlington enjoyed a thrilling day at QE. Taking part in the
College’s annual “Design and Race a Hovercraft” day, the pupils were enthused about engineering by
building a working hovercraft, which they then decorated and raced in an exciting competition against
other teams.
Working with J&J Projects for Schools, QE’s competition enables students to obtain an insight into
the variety of careers available within engineering and the importance of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) subjects in both school and further education. The brief required teams to
design and build a working hovercraft, powered by a leaf blower, from insulation board and plastic
sheeting. They also had to calculate the dimensions and proportions of the vehicle, in addition to
considering the weight of the pilot and decoration. Sixth Form students from QE’s Future Engineers
Scheme mentored and worked with the pupils before all hovercrafts competed against each other
in races whilst being judged on different criteria. The winners were Hummersknott Academy with
Education Village finishing second and St. Aidan’s Academy and Longfield Academy claiming joint third
place. All of the pupils participated with real enthusiasm and were a credit to their schools.
Reflecting on yet another successful event, Joanne Crowther from J & J
Projects for Schools commented: ‘Our hovercraft challenge has created
a real buzz for students. It helps them to engage, improve their teamwork
and communication skills, and gain an insight into engineering as a
future career’. Laurence Job, Deputy Principal at QE, added: ‘Engineering
is a key employment industry, therefore we are delighted to keep the
project going. It provides a great opportunity to spark an interest in young
people and help them to develop the skills required to become engineers
of the future’.

Reaching for the stars

MAY 2019

How many individuals can say that they have built and launched their own rocket? The Future Engineers
from QE can, after having participated in the United Kingdom’s largest youth rocket competition, the UK
Youth Rocketry Challenge, competing against
teams from across the North, Midlands and
Wales at Elvington Airfield, Yorkshire. The groups
were tasked with designing, constructing
and launching a model rocket with the aim of
ensuring the passenger, a raw egg, remained
intact during the launch and landing. The rocket
had to reach 856 feet with a specific target
flight duration of 43-46 seconds. The Future
Engineers took part in three launches with the
first resulting in the parachute detaching and
the second breaking the egg. However, the
final launch saw the rocket clear the airfield
after having an additional motor fitted and
reach a whopping height of 1,156 feet. Most
importantly, the egg remained intact!
Student, Adam Bell, explained: ‘The event was
really exciting and the project has given us the opportunity to consider how Science, Technology, Engineering
and Maths (STEM) subjects are applied in the aerospace sector’. Jack Barry added: ‘It was amazing to see
how far our rocket travelled on the last attempt. We learnt a lot from the day, especially about how to make
alterations and improvements when things do not always go according to plan’.
Liz Bryan, Future Engineers Co-ordinator, concluded: ‘The competition has been a really enjoyable
experience for our students who have shown creativity and innovation in the design and construction of their
rocket, in addition to understanding the importance of sharing ideas and teamwork’.

Student business advances to regional finals

MAY 2019

First year students from QE launched their own business and product as part of the Young Enterprise
Company Programme and have advanced to the North East Regional Finals. The fashion brand, entitled
‘c_ncept.’, is aimed at younger audiences, A Level Business and Economics student, Glenn Premarion,
who is also the company’s creative director, describes the logo as ‘simple and contextual, representing
a minimal aesthetic. The missing ‘o’ suggests the idea is incomplete, that there is space for it to grow
into something bigger and better’. The group began by selling reusable, canvas tote bags and are now
looking to expand their range of products to include t-shirts.
With support from Young Enterprise and their
business adviser Andrew Wattsford, from local
business Wattsford Commercial Finance, the
students were tasked with preparing a business
plan and presentation, which they delivered to
judges at the Tees Valley Area Showcase hosted
by Teesside University. Despite facing tough
competition, ‘c_ncept.’ finished in second place
and the group will now compete in the North East
Regional Finals. Delighted at the result, Andrew
commented: ‘It is fantastic to hear that the team from
QE have been rewarded for their hard work. These
young people have shown true entrepreneurial spirit
and the skills they have developed will undoubtedly allow them to succeed in the future’.
Alfie Burns, who studies A Level Biology, English Literature and Maths at QE added: ‘We are really excited
to be taking part in the regional finals. We really believe in the brand and cannot wait to present it again’. Alice
Atkinson, Higher Education and Careers Adviser, concluded: ‘It has been wonderful to work with these
amazing, young entrepreneurs and witness them grow in confidence and during the process. I was immensely
proud to see them come second in the Tees Valley Area Showcase, they thoroughly deserved it. All of the
products sold by the business can be found on their Instagram page, ‘@c_ncept.official’’.

Students wow in photography competition

MAY 2019

Students from QE once again showcased their photography skills in the annual ‘World Around Us’
competition, organised by the Darlington and Teesdale Naturalists’ Field Club (DTNFC). DTNFC meet
at the College every week during the winter months and hope to encourage more young people to
take an interest in natural history. For the competition, students were required to capture an image
that represents an area of natural history, in addition to submitting a written summary explaining the
context of the photograph. This year’s winner, receiving £100, was Sophie White who took a beautiful,
sunlit image of the Lake District whilst completing Geography fieldwork in Wasdale. Neave Heaton
secured second place, winning £50, after submitting a photograph taken at sunset during a family
holiday in Wales and Emma Baker finished third with her entry of a red squirrel in Snaizeholme, North
Yorkshire. Emma received £25. The three winners were presented with cheques and framed copies of
their photographs by DTNFC members, Martin and
Gill, who also gave a cheque to the College for the
benefit of the students.
Theresa Amarawansa, Assistant Principal,
commented: ‘We are extremely proud of Sophie,
Neave and Emma for winning the ‘World Around Us’
competition. Their high quality photographs could
very easily be mistaken for professional images. To see
young people take an interest in natural history is truly
magnificent. We are delighted with the opportunity
DTNFC has given to our students and look forward to
continuing to work with them in the future’.

Degree apprenticeship success

JUNE 2019

Three students from QE withstood fierce competition and various application stages to secure coveted
degree apprenticeships, combining full-time
employment with part-time higher education.
Aaron McKnight will begin his manufacturing
degree apprenticeship at Fibreline, a furniture
producer, whilst studying for a BA (Hons)
Chartered Management degree with Leeds
Beckett University. Charlie Ellison has been
successful in obtaining a laboratory scientist
degree apprenticeship at High Force Chemical
Analysts and will study through Manchester
Metropolitan University and Louie Burdon
will start his career with Metnor Construction,
a North East based construction company,
completing a part-time degree at Northumbria
University.
Charlie explained: ‘This is a fantastic opportunity
for me to acquire hands-on experience from day one. I believe that learning on the job will definitely help with
understanding the academic side of university’. Aaron added: ‘I applied for many different apprenticeships
before I was successful with Fibreline. I feel very lucky to have secured this position and I am really looking
forward to learning about all aspects of design, development, sales and the manufacturing process’.
Liz Bryan, Higher Education and Careers Adviser at QE, concludes: ‘Degree apprenticeships are extremely
competitive, requiring both time and effort to make a successful application. We are very proud of Aaron,
Charlie and Louie and we wish them every success in their future careers’.

