
 

 

QUEEN ELIZABETH SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Curriculum & Standards Committee 

held on Monday 24th September 2018 
 
 
Present:    Mr A Teague, Chair 
     Mr T Fisher, Principal 
     Mr S Heath 
     Mrs J Hillyard 
     Mr C Kipling 
 
Apologies:    Mr C Wiper 
     Ms J Ashmore 
 
 
In attendance:    Mrs T Amarawansa 

Mr M Baker 
     Mr L Job 
     Mr I Waite 
     Mr S Dowson, Clerk 
 
 
23/18 Introduction and welcome 

The Chairman apologised for moving the date of the meeting and thanked the Committee 
for accommodating the change. 

 
The Chairman introduced Mrs Theresa Amarawansa and Mr Ian Waite and welcomed them 
to the College and to the Curriculum & Standards Committee. 

 
24/18 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
25/18 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 14th June were accepted as a true record and 
approved for signing by the Chair. 

 
26/18 Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 
 
27/18 College Overall Performance Level 3 Value Added 2017-18 and Whole College Data Sheets 

In response to a request from the Chair to describe the courses taught at the College in 
addition to A Level, Mr Waite circulated a paper which included details of the qualifications 
available and the A/AS level equivalent of L3 Cambridge Technical, L3 Applied Science, BTEC 
Popular Music and BTEC Travel and Tourism. 

 



 

 

In reply to a question from the Chair, Mr Baker replied that there had been a big growth in 
the number of students obtaining places at university with Level 3 qualifications other than 
A Level. Alternative Level 3 qualifications were a good option for students who were not 
necessarily seeking a place in, for example, a Russel Group University. 
 
Mr Job explained that Russel Group Universities also recognised and accepted alternative 
Level 3 qualifications, particularly at High Grade, that is Distinction and Distinction Star. 
 
Mr Waite introduced the chart showing the Draft Level 3 Value Added and emphasised that 
at this stage it was an internal calculation and may be subject to change following some 
remarking and the publication of the official results later this year. 
 
Mr Waite highlighted the upward trend in A Level results which had continued for the past 
five years. All A Level results were above the National Average this year. 
 
However the Applied Level 3 results were disappointing. Although the Applied Level 3 
courses had been discontinued this year there was concern about the effectiveness of some 
of the departments that had taught the courses which would be discussed subject by subject 
under the next agenda item. 
 
Mr Teague challenged Mr Fisher to explain the difference between a previously projected 
Value Added score of +0.22 and an actual score of +0.12. 
 
Mr Fisher explained that the projected result of +0.22 was the combination of individual 
course projections which assume that all students will perform to the best of their ability. 
However each year some students will make mistakes. Departments are asked to predict 
what their students could achieve but are not asked to estimate how many students might 
underperform in their exams and what impact this could have on scores. 
 
Mr Fisher was very pleased that the outcome had been positive even though it was 
inevitably not as positive as had been the projection. Mr Job said that a number of 
departments that consistently overestimated each year had been identified and this would 
be discussed when the SMT meet with the relevant course directors. 
 
Mr Waite highlighted the excellent results in Maths and English GCSE resits where each 
student had achieved, on average, a grade higher than expected progress. 
 
When questioned as to the reason for this success, Mr Waite explained that the allocation of 
a whole subject block of 5 hours a week and the employment of high calibre Maths and 
English teachers emphasised the importance of the resits and produced good results. QE 
should be placed near the top of the National table of Maths and English GCSE resit results 
again this year. 

 
28/18 Subject Performance Data 2017-18 

28.1 The Chair said that with limited time available in the meeting and so many subjects 
to consider inevitably the emphasis would be on those subjects which were giving 
cause for concern. 
 



 

 

However many subjects had done really well and although there would not be time 
in the meeting to do the high performing subjects’ justice individually, the Chair 
wished to record his and the College’s appreciation of their outstanding 
achievements. 

 
  [Confidential minutes removed] 
 
29/18 Course Support 

The Committee received reports from the SMG member responsible for each subject in 
Course Support. 

 
[Confidential minutes removed] 

 
 
30/18 Course Support Programme 2018-2019 Handbook 

The Committee approved the Course Support Programme 2018-2019 Handbook subject to 
any minor amendments. 

 
31/18 Curriculum Update and Course Enrolment Summary 2018-19 

At 2,034 students plus 17 Art Foundation students Mr Fisher was delighted to report the 
highest 16-19 roll number the College has ever seen. 

 
The Committee congratulated Mr Fisher and his team on achieving such high numbers at the 
lowest point in the Demographic Dip but challenged Mr Fisher to explain how the College 
would deal with the anticipated increase in numbers now the demographic dip was over. 

 
Mr Fisher emphasised the importance of meeting the challenge of anticipated increasing 
student numbers by increasing capacity to accommodate all pupils who wished to attend the 
College and not by limiting numbers through selection. 

 
32/18 Attendance Action Plan 

The Committee accepted the Attendance Action Plan 
 
33/18 Terms of Reference (review and approve) 

The Committee approved the Terms of Reference for a further period of twelve months. 
 
34/18 Confidentiality 

Details of Course Support are to remain confidential. 
 
35/18 Date of next meeting 

Thursday 17th January 2019 


