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One Of The Country’s Leading
Sixth Form Colleges
We take pride in the great reputation that we have established
as specialists in post-16 education and our aim is to enable every
student to fully achieve their potential.
Dear Student
Thank you for your interest in Queen
Elizabeth Sixth Form College. I am
delighted that you are considering
becoming a student here.
You probably already know about
our students’ achievements, their
success in examinations and the
large number who progress from
QE to university each year.
This summer around 700 of our
students progressed to 89 different
universities including almost 200
to the Russell Group. We also
consistently enable students to
secure places at Cambridge and
Oxford universities with more
than 100 progressing to these
highly prestigious establishments
in the past 10 years. Some
students choose to go straight
into employment or embark upon
higher level apprenticeships with
the distinct advantage of excellent
A Level results plus the maturity
and skills that they acquired during
their time at QE.

Our success and popularity as
a College are built upon our
commitment to providing our
students with the best possible
learning environment and highest
possible standards of support and
guidance. If you apply for a place at
College, you will find that we devote
a great deal of time and expertise
to helping you match your needs
and aspirations to the wide range of
courses we offer.
At QE, staff and students work
together to produce a mature learning
experience that is supportive, exciting
and challenging. We expect all of
our students to work purposefully
throughout their time at College,
but we also expect them to enjoy
themselves. In addition to academic
courses, you will find a great variety
of extra-curricular activities available
for you to choose from, as well as an
active Student Association. We take
pride in the great reputation that we
have established as specialists in
post-16 education and our aim is to

enable every student to fully achieve
their potential.
You will find the College is
extremely well resourced to meet
the needs of students. Thanks to
huge investment in our buildings
and facilities over recent years, all
of our subjects are taught in areas
specifically designed to meet the
requirements of post-16 study.
If you want to learn more about the
College, I am sure that you will find
it helpful to attend one of our Open
Evenings and if you require further
information, please contact Laurence
Job (Deputy Principal).
I hope that you will take this
opportunity to visit us and I look
forward to meeting you in the future.

Tim Fisher,
Principal

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Please contact the College if you would like a large print
or braille version of this prospectus. Also, on request, the
prospectus can be translated into other languages.
The College actively promotes equality of opportunity regardless of
such characteristics as age, disability, gender identity, race, religion or
belief, sexual orientation and socio-economic background. It values
diversity and encourages mutual respect in all relationships.
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How To Find Us

Queen
Elizabeth
Sixth Form
College
Vane Terrace
Darlington DL3 7AU

t 01325 461315
e enquiry@qeliz.ac.uk
facebook.com/qesfc
twitter.com/qesfc
qesfcdarlington
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Welcome To QE
We are proud of the excellent
relationships between staff and
students and our purposeful,
lively and friendly atmosphere.
Since opening, the College has been a popular choice
for students and has continued to expand. There are
approximately 2000 students on role with a significant
proportion coming from outside Darlington including County
Durham, North Yorkshire and Teesside.
The majority of our students undertake a full Advanced
Level Programme experiencing high standards of academic
work and an excellent record of examination success
across the curriculum.
More than £7 million has been invested in recent years,
upgrading our buildings and facilities. Developments include
an expanded and refurbished library, open access learning
areas, media suites, state of the art science facilities,
a fully equipped performance studio and an extension
to the student common room with a Costa Coffee outlet.
Conservation work has also been done to preserve and enhance
our iconic Victorian frontage.
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WHY COME TO QE
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Why Come To QE?
There are many benefits of choosing to study at QE. As a specialist
Sixth Form College, we work exclusively with your age group and we can
ensure that all of our experience, expertise and resources are used to
enable you to be successful on your Advanced Level programme.
We can offer you:
• a large number of subjects which you can combine
to create a study programme of your choice.

• a range of exciting enrichment opportunities to develop
your academic, social and personal skills.

• a history of excellent exam results which have
enabled students just like you to progress
successfully from College.

• great experience and success in helping you to secure
the destinations of your choice after your time with us.
Universities, employers and higher level apprenticeship
providers rate our students very highly as they are
aware of our reputation. They want to work very
closely with us to help you to achieve your ambitions
and long term goals.

• hard-working and committed teachers who are not
only experts in their subjects but also experts in
working with students of your age on Advanced Level
courses. They will support you very closely in order for
you to achieve grades which you will be proud of.
• an exciting and vibrant student experience 		
where you will be treated as an adult.

• College buses from a wide geographical area
(please see page 22 for more information).
• Financial support packages.

“As a result of the highly effective work of college leaders, teachers
and support staff, students develop into confident, mature and
articulate young adults who are well prepared for their next steps.”
Ofsted

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Study Programmes
QE provides high quality Study Programmes that give students breadth,
depth and progression into employment, further study or training,
including higher education and apprenticeships. Study Programmes 		
at QE are personalised for each individual and are designed to help you
achieve future career plans.
QE’s Study Programmes enable you to:
• progress to a higher level of study than previously
attained.

• benefit from high quality and impartial careers
advice and guidance.

• study for well-respected qualifications that have
strong links to higher education, apprenticeships,
employment or further training.

• have access to stimulating enrichment activities,
including sport and volunteering, that enhance
personal and social development.

• continue to develop literacy and numeracy skills.

• develop character, skills, attitudes and confidence
to support your progression and employment.

• develop employability skills and prepare you for
employment with appropriate opportunities to
experience the world of work.
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Subjects We Offer
There are over forty subjects available. Please see the list on page 33.
You can combine subjects to create a personalised study programme
which enables you to be successful and to achieve your aspirations.
We can tailor your programme to suit you and we will give you
expert guidance about subject choices when you decide to apply to
the College. Many of our subjects are not available in most schools
such as Law, Sociology, Psychology, Geology and Politics.
Advanced Programmes

Community Education

You will find the Advanced Level system very flexible;
it is easy to combine subjects and different styles
of learning. There are various subjects to choose
from at Advanced Level. Please study the detailed
course descriptions on our website to gain a fuller
appreciation of the differences between the courses.

For further information, please contact Janet Hillyard,
Adult & Community Education Co-ordinator, or click
on the courses/community education page on our
website: www.qeliz.ac.uk

Study at Advanced Level provides the qualifications
required for entry into the professions, higher level
apprenticeships and into courses at universities and
other institutions of higher education. It is a challenging
two year programme and the work is enjoyable.

Entry Requirements

The usual entry requirement to QE is 5 GCSE grades
at 4 (or equivalent) or above including Maths or English.
Your programme of study will be personalised to reflect
your individual needs and GCSE profile.

Adults are welcome to study at the College for
a range of part-time evening courses. The College also
offers the BTEC Diploma in Foundation Studies in Art
& Design. This is a post-A Level, pre-degree course for
those who wish to further progress their study of Art.

Course summaries
start on page 34

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Finding Out More About QE
Please see our website www.qeliz.ac.uk for full information about QE.
Open Evenings

The College holds Open Events each
year. For 2020 entry, these will take
place on:
• Wednesday 16 October 2019		
(5.30pm - 8.30pm)
• Tuesday 22 October 2019 		
(5.30pm - 8.30 pm)
• Saturday 23 November 2019 		
(10.30am - 1.30pm).
These are opportunities for
prospective students and their parents
to visit the College and find out more
about the courses available.
An additional Open Evening for Year
11, Year 10 and Year 9 pupils
is scheduled for
• Wednesday 4 March 2020
(5.30pm - 8.00pm).

14
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The Bridging Course

QE’s partner schools are:

Liaison Staff

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If you apply to the College and are
offered a place, you will be invited
to the Bridging Course at the end
of June after GCSE exams are
completed. This is to give you the
opportunity to sample a range of
subjects and to learn more about
life in College. At the end of the
bridging course you have an informal
discussion about your plans for
September.
We strongly advise applicants to take
advantage of Open Events and the
Bridging Course.
For each of our partner schools there is a
team of liaison staff who visit the school
to give advice about Study Programmes
and information about life in College.
Staff will explain our entry procedure and
help with applications.

Bedale
Bishop Barrington
Education Village
Greenfield
Hummersknott
Hurworth
Longfield
St. Aidan’s
St. Francis Xavier
Sedgefield
Staindrop
Woodham
Wyvern

If you do not attend one of the
following partner schools, please
contact Laurence Job (Deputy Principal)
who will send you relevant information.
Email: enquiry@qeliz.ac.uk

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Application Procedure
Admission 2020
Each year the College has places for around 1000 new first year
students who largely come from schools in Darlington, Durham,
North Yorkshire and Teesside.
We are usually able to offer places to all applicants
provided they meet the application deadlines and attain
the entry qualifications. If a waiting list is introduced, it
is regularly reviewed throughout the year.
If you are a student from a partner school, you will
receive information about the application process from
QE members of staff in your school. You will have a
discussion in school once you have applied.

Apply

Bridging

Guidance
Discussion

GCSE Results

If you are a student from a non-partner school, you
can request an application form to be sent to you or
you can apply online via the College website
www.qeliz.ac.uk You will be invited for a discussion at
QE once you have applied.
A list of QE’s partner schools is available on page 14.

Place
Offered

All applications need to be
submitted by 17 January 2020.

Enrolment

If you submit an application
form and do not receive an
acknowledgement within 10 days,
please contact the College.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Life At QE
QE is a place where you can develop academically, socially and
personally through the vast range of opportunities available.
Student Support

We will ensure your experience at QE
is positive, successful and enjoyable
by getting to know you personally
and providing opportunities for you
to develop and to achieve your
aspirations.
Each student has a Progress Tutor,
who you meet regularly. The tutor
oversees your progress and study
programme and is the first point
of contact for parents. Every student
also has a named Guidance Director
who provides additional support to
maximise success and to ensure that
you fulfil your potential.
As a Sixth Form College, everything
we do is designed to help students
of your age to thrive and to achieve
your goals. Members of staff are very
experienced in delivering success

18
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and are experts in what they do.
Colleagues who can assist whilst you
are at QE include:

• Finance Officers who can 		
arrange financial assistance
and support for transport costs.

• Well-qualified, conscientious 		
and experienced teachers who 		
are experts in delivering 		
Advanced Level subjects.

• Exams Officers.

• Higher Education and Careers 		
Advisers who will help you to 		
progress beyond College.
• Work Experience advisers who 		
help you to arrange high-quality 		
placements.
• Learning Support and SEND 		
advisers who can help if 		
you have a learning difficulty, 		
disability or medical condition.

• College Counsellor and Nurse 		
if you need them.
• Library, learning resources 		
and IT staff.
• A range of technicians and 		
assistants who are on hand
to help overcome any technical 		
issues.
• College sports coaches.

www.qeliz.ac.uk

19

20

enquiry@qeliz.ac.uk

Life At QE
To support your studies, we continue to invest in resources so that
your learning environment gives you everything you need.
Study Facilities include:
• A very large and recently refurbished Library 		
with eighty-eight computer workstations, areas 		
for individual and group study, more than 10,000 		
books in stock and a good range of high quality 		
online resources provided.
• An extensive Atrium Study and ILT area on 		
the ground floor housing forty-eight computer 		
workstations.
• Open access study areas with IT facilities 		
on a spacious mezzanine floor and the newly
refurbished Progress Tutor Suites.
• Well-equipped studios, classrooms and laboratories 		
which are open to you out of lesson time.
• A large number of printers and photocopiers 		
available throughout the College.
• The QE Shop, near the Library, selling most 		
stationery requirements at very competitive 		
prices. It is open at break and lunchtimes.

Information & Learning Technology

The College is proud of the ILT resources that are available
for both students and staff.
Every classroom has a digital projector, computer and
access to the internet, the College’s network and its Virtual
Learning Environment. The College’s Virtual Learning
Environment enables staff and students to access learning
materials and resources from any computer connected to
the internet, at College or at home.
Helpful and well-qualified ILT staff are available to support
both students and staff with their use of equipment and
software.
There are many well-equipped ILT rooms, including IT,
Media and Art with access to suites of Apple computers.
In addition, there are large open access areas for you
to use during your study periods when you do not have
classes. You can also borrow Chromebooks so that you can
study anywhere in the College including in the Common
Room. There are video editing facilities, scanners and a
loan system for audio visual equipment such as digital
cameras and recorders.
WiFi access to the internet is available throughout the
College if you wish to use your own devices.
We are adding to our resources all the time in order to
ensure that you have access to the highest quality learning
environment possible.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Transport
We want to make it easy for you to get to us so we provide
a large number of College buses.
College transport
Our buses drop you off and pick you up just outside
the College and are only for QE students. We provide
services to the following areas, including nearby
villages.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barnard Castle
Bedale
Billingham
Bishop Auckland
Catterick
Crook
Hartlepool

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ingleby Barwick
Leyburn
Newton Aycliffe
Northallerton
Richmond
Sedgefield
Shildon
Stockton
Thirsk
Yarm

Financial Support
Generous support packages are available to help you with costs, including transport subsidies.

Please see our website for further details www.qeliz.ac.uk or contact us on enquiry@qeliz.ac.uk

22
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Extra-Curricular Activities
Enrichment Programme
We want you to really enjoy your time at QE. The Enrichment Programme enables you to pursue interests you have
already developed, or to explore new ones. You can take courses such as First Aid or Teaching Observation where
you can gain qualifications and experience which will be useful for your future careers. You can keep fit by playing a
variety of sports or learn new languages. Activities can be chosen just for fun and interest, they are a great way to
get involved in the life of the college and make new friends. We also provide many volunteering and work experience
opportunities. There’s a lot on offer including:
• Amnesty International

• Drama

• QE Explore

• Archery

• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

• QE Magazine

• Basketball

• First Aid

• REACT Club (Social Awareness)

• Big Band

• Futsal

• Rugby

• Cabin Crew

• Future Engineers

• Russian

• Choir of Rock

• Future Medics

• Soccer

• College Choir

• Hockey

• Spanish

• Combined Cadet Force

• Italian

• Student Ambassadors

• Community Sports Leaders’ 		 • Japanese
Award
• Music Ensembles
• Dance
• Netball
• Deaf Awareness

• Debating Society

• Taekwondo
• Teaching Observation
• Tennis

• Orchestra

• Volleyball

• Performance Sport

• Yoga

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Leadership Opportunities At QE
We provide many exciting
opportunities for you to develop
your skills in leadership and
working with others. Such activities
are great for your personal
development and can also enhance
your personal statements for future
applications to university
or employment.

Future Engineers
Scheme

Whilst at College, you could become involved with:
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Scheme (bronze, silver
and gold awards).
• Student Association Executive (including becoming 		
a College governor as President or Vice President).
• College Ambassadors
• Student Sport Management Team.
• Cabin Crew
• Community Sports Leaders’ Awards
• Combined Cadet Force
• QE Explore (overseas expedition)
• Future Engineers Scheme
• Future Medics

26
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Combined
Cadet Force

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

QE Explore

Sports Leaders
www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Student Matters
The Student Common Room is the main centre for you to meet and
relax, with regular events run by students. We provide a wide range
of hot and cold food at reasonable prices including our own Costa
Coffee outlet offering discounted rates.
The Student Association

All students automatically become
members of the Student Association.
The Association provides funds
for many of the events in the
Student Common Room and also
makes substantial contributions to
sports, clubs and societies as well
as supporting local and national
charities.

Student Association Meetings

It is important that students have
an effective voice in the College and
take responsibility for their affairs.
The Student Association is the body
set up for this purpose.
The Student Association meets
regularly to discuss matters of
interest to students within College.
These issues are then also discussed
with senior members of staff. A
Student President and Vice President

28
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are elected each year and there
are other posts on the Student
Association Executive.
Students are encouraged to arrange
social events and are invited to join
cross-college groups such as the
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
Committee and the Health, Safety
& Welfare Committee. The Student
President and Vice President attend
Board Meetings of the College
Corporation.

Equality, Diversity & Inclusion

The College actively promotes
equality of opportunity regardless
of such characteristics as gender,
age, ethnic group, sexual orientation,
religion or belief, disability and
socio-economic background. Diversity
is valued, and mutual respect is
encouraged and expected in all
relationships.

Safeguarding

QE is fully committed to safeguarding
and promoting the well-being and
safety of students. Laurence Job,
the College’s Deputy Principal,
Meirion Baker, Assistant Principal and
Directors:
• John Beilby
• Caroline Gell
• Anthony Lupton
• Mark McAdam
• Ed Nolan
• Al Norman
• Chris Watson
have specific responsibility for
safeguarding issues. Joy Colthup,
Study and Skills Support Coordinator,
leads on Looked After Children whilst
Professor Leni Oglesby OBE is the
designated safeguarding governor.
Students consistently report that
they feel extremely safe whilst at QE.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Moving On
At QE, we are committed to helping all students to progress to exciting
and meaningful Higher Education courses, jobs or apprenticeships.
Guidance members of staff are able to give advice on career pathways and
opportunities well beyond the sixth form.
Where to Find Help

As the courses at the College are usually only for two
years, you are expected to review your career aspirations
regularly and to seek advice as necessary. Your Progress
Tutor assists you in this process as part of the regular
interview cycle.
You will receive first class careers and higher education
guidance while at College and develop employability skills.
There are planned programmes which include workshops,
talks by visiting speakers, work experience opportunities
and visits. We have specialist Higher Education and
Careers Advisers who provide advice and in-depth
interviews for students. The College has much expertise
in employment, apprenticeships and higher education
applications.
We can also organise high-quality work experience
placements and have strong links with local employers.

30
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Destinations

We are very proud of our examination results and our
record in enabling students to achieve their ambitions.
A large proportion of our students progress to higher
education (mostly universities) on leaving College and
this year around 700 students started degree courses
at nearly 100 different universities in all parts of the
country, including traditional and new universities.
194 students progressed to prestigious Russell Group
universities. During the last ten years over 100 students
have earned places at Oxford and Cambridge, with
15 students progressing this year, We are confident that
we provide a first class service to our students.
Other students move on to competitive Higher Level
Apprenticeships, Degree Apprenticeships or take up
employment in a range of highly-valued occupations.
You can be confident that, by studying at QE, we will help
you to achieve your ambitions.

Imogen Jennings

A career in Dentistry was a long time ambition of
Imogen’s; gaining top grades in Biology, Chemistry and
Psychology at the College helped her to achieve this.
Imogen is currently a Foundation Dentist working for
the NHS and is in the process of applying for a position
as a trainee in the Maxillofacial department to train in
oral surgery.
The careers team at QE really helped with my
university application and advice in regards to my
personal statement. I was fortunate to be successful
in my first application cycle and went on to study at
the University of Sheffield. The learning experience
at QE was excellent and was put to good use when
in one of my first lectures I was called out in front of
the whole theatre to explain what a free radical was
(I don’t think I could do this now though!!)

Make the most
of the teaching and
resources available, at
QE you will learn to work
independently, this sets
you up well should you
progress to university
where being proactive is
essential to remain on top
of work.

Kion Sharma

During a very successful
two years at the College
Kion achieved top grades
in Biology, Chemistry and
History. Whilst at QE Kion
played a full part in the
life of the College running
a successful campaign to
become Student Association
President. He later
progressed to Newcastle
University to study Medicine,
a five to six year commitment depending upon his
future career choices. This year he will be studying
medicine basics and developing his clinical skills.
Kion is looking forward to the challenges of studying
in higher education and the experience of living
independently in a big city.

QE is where you can truly grow as an individual,
providing you with the skills to succeed in the
future in an environment that is both engaging
and exciting.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Emma Beauchamp

During her two years at QE
Emma gained A levels in
English Language, Health and
Social Care and Psychology.
Emma secured a position as
a Commercial Apprentice at
automotive manufacturer
Gestamp moving on to be
a trainee Account Engineer,
whilst finishing her degree
apprenticeship with Teesside
University. Emma is primarily
responsible for maintaining
relationships with Jaguar
Land Rover within the
Global Commercial department, alongside quoting for
new business. Once she has finished her degree next
year, she will come out with a BA (Hons) in Chartered
Management and a CMI Level 5 Diploma with Chartered
I used to think full time University was the only
option available until QE opened my eyes to the
different and equally rewarding routes I could go
down. This has landed me with a full time job that I
love, 3 years’ worth of experience, soon a degree and
a diploma.

32
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Tom Parsons-Munn
Tom is currently a Pupil Barrister, the final year of
his journey to become a fully fledged Barrister. This
year provides the opportunity to build on what he has
already learnt by combining academic and vocational
experience with the day-to-day, practical work of
chambers, including advocacy, drafting and liaising
with solicitors, clients and colleagues. Whilst at QE,
Tom achieved outstanding A level results in History,
Philosophy, English Literature and Chemistry. After
studying Law at Cambridge University, Tom completed
further study at Leeds.
I received superb
support from subject
teachers. QE was a
great stepping stone for
independent learning at
university.

Enjoy your time
at college as much as
you can, but do your
utmost to best prepare
yourself for the next step,
whatever it may be.

Subjects at a Glance
Advanced Levels

• Art & Design:
Fine Art
Graphic Communication
Photography
Textile Design
• Biology
• Business Studies
• Business Level 3 Technical Extended Certificate
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Criminology
• Economics
• English Language
• English Literature
• Film Studies
• French
• Geography
• Geology
• German
• Health & Social Care

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

History (Tudor or Modern)
IT
Law
Mathematics
Mathematics - Further
Media Studies
Media Level 3 Technical Introductory Diploma
Music
Philosophy, Religion & Ethics
Physical Education
Physics
Politics
Popular Music
Psychology
Science
Sociology
Spanish
Sport & Leisure
Travel & Tourism

We also offer Foundation Art & Design and a range of part-time evening classes.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
In addition to the course summaries given here, more detailed information
is available in individual subject leaflets. These can be obtained at Open
Evenings or through our liaison staff in schools. The leaflets can be posted
out on request and are also available on our website - www.qeliz.ac.uk
Art & Design

We offer four exciting Art & Design courses (Fine Art,
Photography, Graphic Design and Textiles) to fulfil
the needs of students wishing to realise their full
creative potential. You will get the opportunity
to develop a variety of skills, work on live briefs and build
a personal portfolio. Specialist teaching staff, combined
with well-equipped studios and an innovative programme
of visiting artists and designers makes us one of the
largest and most successful Art & Design departments
in the region. The creative industry is one of the largest
employers in the country and studying Art and Design
can lead you into a successful career in this area.

Biology

Biology involves the study of living organisms, the
way they work and their interactions with each other
and the environment. You will study a huge range of
material, from the biochemistry of molecules like DNA
and proteins, to the physiology of organs like the heart
and lungs, to interactions between whole populations,
evolution and the formation of new species. Biology is
fascinating and you will be supported to develop your
expertise. Studying the subject at A level will give you
a brilliant insight into what will feel like a different world!

Business Studies

Business is front page news. In this extremely relevant,
dynamic course you will learn all about starting
a business and managing a large, multinational
organisation in a world where companies operate
under greater scrutiny than ever before. The business
world affects our daily lives, whether we are shopping
in the high street or considering issues such as the
impact of leaving the EU. There is greater focus on what
you read and hear in the news such as digital technology
and e-commerce, international business, globalisation
and business ethics. You will study business in a variety
of contexts and use a problem-solving approach
to gain insight into the factors affecting the operation
of a business. A Level Business can give you the analytical
models and information required to understand how
businesses are created, managed and become successful.

Please see our website for full details
of courses www.qeliz.ac.uk

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
Business Level 3 Technical Extended Certificate

Business is at the heart of the economy, encouraging
innovation and creating wealth. The Technical Extended
Certificate is a vocational qualification through which
you will explore the world of business, from small
start-ups to large multinational organisations. The
course covers the internal workings of businesses,
including internal structures and how different
functional areas work together. You will also look at
the external constraints under which a business must
operate; the legal, financial and ethical factors that
have an impact; the ways in which businesses respond
to changes in their economic, social and technological
environment and the influence different stakeholders
can have upon a business. All work is set in
the context of real businesses in the local area.

Chemistry

Somewhere along the line, a chemist has played a role
in shaping the substances around you. From the aspirin that
soothes your headache, through the steel that supports the
buildings you work in, to the viscoelastic polymers of
a memory foam mattress, they all owe their existence to the
work of the Chemist.
Closely linked with biological and medical science, chemistry
also has important connections with careers in engineering,
as well as environmental, forensic and earth sciences.
In A Level Chemistry we will help to develop your scientific
ability and foster an enquiring mind through logical thought
processes. Chemistry A level has a desirable level of
difficulty, so expect to find topics challenging. With our
support and the right approach, you can master them.

36

enquiry@qeliz.ac.uk

Computer Science

Computer Science focuses on programming and emphasises
the importance of computational thinking as a discipline.
This course will enable you to apply the fundamental
principles and concepts of computer science including
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data
representation. The most important aspect of computer
science is problem solving, an essential skill for life.
Expertise in computing enables you to solve complex,
challenging problems. Problems that didn’t even exist
before the computer was born. On this course you will
improve your ability to analyse problems in computational
terms through practical experience of solving such
problems, including writing programs to do so, in a variety
of modern languages.

Criminology

Criminology is an exciting course where you will explore
the reasons why people commit crimes. You will also
consider the psychological and sociological theories of crime
and examine how crime is perceived in society including the
impact of the media and crime statistics. By understanding
why a person commits a crime, you can then analyse
approaches to reduce crime rates or successfully rehabilitate
criminals. There will be opportunities to debate sometimes
controversial theories of crime and investigate their
implications in our criminal justice system.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
Economics

Economics is about studying the world around us from
a social, financial and cultural perspective. You will study
how economies allocate their scarce resources
to meet the needs and wants of their citizens, and learn
about the economic problems which face individuals,
firms and governments on a local, national and global
level and the alternative ways these problems can be
resolved. Macro-Economics investigates the working of
the whole economy; analysing possible causes of inflation,
unemployment, and the effects of government intervention.
You will also examine the complex interdependence
between economies. Micro-Economics examines the way
in which the price system of free enterprise economies
allocates scarce resources. The syllabus also includes
concepts such as behavioural economics, which considers
how consumers make decisions based on emotions rather
than rationality, and the analysis of financial markets.

English Language

English Language is a fascinating, varied course.
Build upon your success at GCSE and develop highly
marketable skills in terms of close reading analysis,
written expression and knowledge about the power
of language. Study and produce pieces of journalism;
experiment by varying your written style for different
purposes and audiences, including pieces of narrative
fiction. Find out about the psychology of how children
acquire language and learn how and why an obscure
Germanic dialect came to be the most widely-spoken
and influential tongue on Planet Earth. Conduct an

independent language investigation in which you collect
and dissect your own chosen linguistic data - such as
sports commentary, political speeches and advertising
across the ages.

English Literature

English Literature is an exciting and rigorous course
that allows you to access a wide range of texts
in their different forms. Your personal response
to what you have read is constantly encouraged
as you learn how to analyse writers’ linguistic choices
and understand how the contexts in which texts are
written influence their production.

Film Studies

Film Studies is designed to deepen your understanding,
appreciation and enjoyment of motion pictures. It offers
a varied, exciting and accessible introduction to the
theory, terminology and history of this increasingly
influential medium. During the course you will explore
a wide range of British, American and World cinema
releases, past and present, learning to analyse film in
terms of technical construction, the storytelling skills
involved in screenwriting, narrative structure, genre,
mainstream/ independent industry production practices,
funding and audience reception. You will write critically
about film, appreciate the practical subtleties of camera,
editing, sound and staging, and investigate the work of
specific directors and stars.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
French

Those who can offer a second language are in high
demand, have more interesting and wide ranging jobs and
can command higher salaries - why not be one of them?
At A level you not only develop your level of language,
but also find out about French culture and society, as
well as the French speaking world. At QE you will work
with specialist teaching staff and native speakers, who
give expert tuition and outstanding support in one of the
largest MFL departments in the North!
You will study fascinating topics such as music, tourism,
immigration, social media and French history. French film
is an important part of the course and a very short novel
is also studied in the second year. You will become a
more fluent, confident and knowledgeable communicator
by studying French - invaluable skills in today’s society!
A level French is available from scratch, provided your
other GCSEs are suitable.

Geography

In Geography we help you analyse the relationship
between people and the world we live in. You study
an even mix of human and physical geography topics,
including in the first year the challenges of coastal
landscapes, how people live in cities today and the
different experiences people have of place. We examine
hazardous environments, the water and carbon cycles
and the importance in our world of various forms of
globalisation in the second year. You will experience
6 days of fieldwork, including a three-day residential trip
to the Lake District, to help you build skills to help you
devise your own geographical investigation.
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Geology

The study of Geology is your opportunity to discover
what has made the earth tick over the last 4,600 million
years. The course also introduces you to the many
vocational aspects of earth science, such as hazard
prediction, engineering geology, resource exploration and
land contamination. Geology also offers some exciting
fieldwork opportunities including day trips to the Lake
District, North Yorkshire Moors and Pennines, as well as a
residential trip to the French Alps.

German

German has over 100 million native speakers and is one
of the most important languages for business, research
and engineering. We look at interesting topics such as
youth culture, music, tourism, immigration, social media
and a little bit of German history. Film is a popular part
of the course, as is the short novel we read in the second
year. Conversation sessions with a native speaker ensure
you become more fluent and confident in your spoken
German. We also run a very successful exchange visit to
our partner school in beautiful Northern Bavaria.
A level German is available from scratch, provided your
other GCSEs are suitable. It’s amazing how much German
you will recognise from your own language!

Please see our website for full
details of courses www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
Health & Social Care

Our Health and Social Care course offers a wide range
of units which enables you to learn about different
key areas in the health and social care sector, the
practitioners that work there and how we can meet
the needs of different people. Coursework units include
communication, equality, diversity and rights, anatomy
and physiology as well as psychology and sociology for
health and social care. Our course is designed to allow
you to follow any of the wide variety of careers health,
social care and early years’ provision offers. You will have
the opportunity to gain valuable practical experience
through a work placement and will meet a number of
health and social care professionals during your time
with us. This course is available as either a one or two A
level equivalent.

History

History is the story of humanity and is central to an
understanding of the world today. It is also a fascinating,
diverse and well-regarded subject which allows you to
explore and debate interpretations of the past. We offer
both Modern and Tudor History courses, each covering
a range of at least two hundred years and including a
study of British history plus one or more other countries.
In Modern History, we study Germany from 1918-89,
Italian fascism from 1911-46 and the British Empire from
1763-1914. In Tudor History, we study Tudor England
from 1509-1603, Luther and the German Reformation
from 1515-55 and the Witch craze in Britain, Europe and
North America from 1580-1750. You will also have an
opportunity to carry out an independently researched
historical enquiry as coursework in the second year.
History is ideal if you have an interest in the way
the world has developed through the ages and enjoy
investigation, debate and research.

IT

This is a vocational IT qualification designed to develop
the skills, knowledge and understanding that today’s
universities and employers demand. You will gain
insight into the IT sector as you investigate the pace
of technological change; IT infrastructure; the flow of
information on a global scale and the importance of legal
and security considerations. This course is available as
either a one or two A level equivalent.

Law

Law aims to develop skills of reasoning and analysis
and enables you to look at legal issues objectively
and rationally. Studying law will provide you with
an understanding of how society operates within a
legal framework and will enable you to explore key
areas of civil, criminal law and human rights law. You
will critically examine key areas of the English legal
system and gain an appreciation of its strengths and
limitations. The course also explores how law develops
and the factors influencing legal change and themes and
concepts such as justice and the relationship between
law and morality.

Please see our website for full
details of courses www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
Mathematics

The A Level Mathematics course is designed to develop
a variety of skills including how to use and apply a
wide range of algebraic techniques; how to reason,
interpret and communicate mathematically; problem
solving and mathematical modelling. You will study
pure mathematics and some applied mathematics
topics. You should have very good algebra skills such
as the ability to factorise and solve quadratic equations,
solve simultaneous equations and simplify algebraic
expressions.

Further Mathematics

Since A Level Further Mathematics develops the
knowledge and skills covered in the A Level Mathematics
course it is therefore a requirement that if you study
Further Mathematics you also choose Mathematics.
You will study complex numbers, matrices, differential
equations, hyperbolic functions and polar coordinates as
well as algebra, calculus, trigonometry and vectors to a
further extent than covered in the Mathematics course.
You will also study further mechanics and decision
mathematics in the applied part of the course.

Media Studies

Media Studies is a contemporary academic course that
integrates theoretical and practical approaches to
the media through a blend of coursework and exam
assessment. You will study nine different media forms
comprising: television, film, radio, newspapers, magazines,
advertising and marketing, online and social media, video
games and music videos. Overall, the Media Studies course
will enhance your enjoyment, appreciation and critical
understanding of the media and its role in our lives both
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past and present, and will develop your skills in producing
your own media texts.

Media Level 3 Technical Introductory Diploma

This course is ideal if you enjoy learning in a practical,
work-related way and are interested in consuming,
analysing and making a variety of media products. Being
heavily coursework, the course will provide you with
technical skills in film / video production, print production
and photography. You will explore the creative media
sector and conduct planning and research for media
projects. You may focus primarily on Media Advertising,
both print and moving image, along with Magazine
Production and Film Production. The course is perfect
if you wish to follow a career in the creative media
industries.

Music

A Level Music covers musical appreciation, composition
and performance. You will study classical music, music for
theatre and pop music, for which a knowledge of traditional
music notation, keys and scales is essential as is the ability
to follow orchestral and vocal scores. You will also use IT
and music software in your compositions. The whole course
is ideal for students who have been learning a musical
instrument over a number of years and play at a grade 5
standard or above. It is also desirable to have knowledge of
Music Theory to at least a grade 5 standard.

Please see our website for full
details of courses www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics

In Philosophy, Religion and Ethics we ask BIG questions
such as: Is war ever justified? Are abortion and
euthanasia ever right? Can we know whether God exists
or not? Do we have free will? You will examine the
nature and concept of God, comparing and contrasting
it with similar philosophical concepts promoted in
Ancient Greece. You will also study ethical theories and
philosophical approaches to solving moral dilemmas.
If you enjoy reading, debating and writing about
important matters, you’ll find Philosophy, Religion and
Ethics fascinating.

Physical Education

Physical Education allows students to study the demands
made upon a sports performer from physiological,
psychological and sociological points of view. It offers
you the opportunity to demonstrate your understanding
and personal competence as a performer or a coach in a
fully competitive sporting situation. You will be actively
involved in physical activity throughout the course as you
are expected to play your sport regularly at a club or as
part of a dance school.

Physics

Physicists study the world in which we live and attempt
to understand and interpret it. On this course you will
look at matter and energy in their different forms and
the interchange between them, from the very smallest
subatomic building blocks – quarks, leptons and photons
- all the way up to the entire universe.

Politics

Trump, Brexit, Corbyn and ‘snap elections’: Politics seeks
to explain the unexpected and also to show how these
events affect all of us. You will look at UK political parties,
pressure groups, and Parliament and you will also compare
them with politics in the USA. You will consider the
political ideas behind the events and institutions in our
system and will consider feminism: what is it and why is
it making a comeback? You will also engage with people
who are making politics happen, from Parliament to
university, in both the UK and the USA.

Popular Music

On this course we will rehearse and perform in small
groups to explore a breadth of music across the decades
and genres including Blues, Jazz, Country, Rock, Indie,
Reggae, RnB, Hip Hop and mainstream Pop. You will also
cover the skills of working as a session musician and how
to have a successful career in the music industry. It is
100% practical and coursework based. You will showcase
your talents by being broadcast on the QE YouTube
channel. The course is best suited to singers, drummers,
piano, bass and guitar players. It is an advantage if
singers also play either guitar or piano.

Please see our website for full
details of courses www.qeliz.ac.uk

www.qeliz.ac.uk

47

Course Summaries
Psychology

Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour
and mental processes. In the first year of the course you
will take an in-depth look at five different psychological
approaches that offer explanations of human behaviour,
as well as classic research studies and the methods
used by psychologists to carry out their research. In the
second year you will look at three behaviours in depth criminal behaviour, addictive behaviour and schizophrenia
- studying the characteristics of the behaviours and
analysing possible explanations.

Science (Applied)

The course provides an excellent opportunity for
students with a general interest in science to extend
their knowledge of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. It can
be studied alongside A Levels in sciences or humanities
subjects, as it aims to develop a broad scientific training
and a good understanding of how different areas of
science are applied at work in everyday life. You will
develop skills in independent learning, problem-solving
and project based research as well as a range of generic
and transferable skills. Learning is assessed by exams and
the completion of practical laboratory work tasks. This
qualification is accepted in the entry requirements of a
wide range of university courses, particularly in sciencerelated areas e.g. biomedical, forensic and sports science
and paramedic courses, as well as nursing and primary
teaching. It can also prepare you to take up employment
or apprenticeships in the applied science sector directly
after achieving the qualification.
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Sociology

Sociology is a diverse and fascinating subject that
challenges perceptions of everyday life. On this course,
you will gain a deeper understanding of how society works
and the social factors that affect our lives and choices as
individuals. Topics include: education, culture and identity,
the media and crime. In the first year, you will explore
hard hitting issues such as poverty and racism linking
sociological theories to contemporary news events, films
and documentaries. In the second year you will examine
issues such as gender and crime and also ethnicity and
crime. You will explore a range of crime control and
crime prevention strategies, evaluating the benefits of
punishment, surveillance and rehabilitation. You will also
have the opportunity to carry out some of your own social
research.

Spanish

Spanish is a major world language and those who
have knowledge of this language are in great demand!
Learning Spanish can open up a world of exciting travel
opportunities. On this course you will develop your
speaking, listening, reading and writing skills through a
series of topics that explore aspects of present-day life,
culture, current events and important issues in Spanish
speaking countries. You will also study a film in the
Spanish language and a short novel. An additional small
class with a native speaker ensures you become more
fluent and confident in your spoken Spanish.
A level Spanish is also available from scratch provided
your other GCSEs are suitable.

www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Course Summaries
Sport & Leisure

This is an exciting course taking an engaging, practical
approach to learning and assessment. On this industryrelevant vocational course, you can specialise in aiding
athletes’ recovery and rehabilitation from injury through
sports massage and other treatments or you could
focus more on the business side of sport in areas such
as event management and marketing, and sports media.
Whatever area of sport you are interested in, the course
can provide a range of transferable skills and knowledge
areas. The course is ideal for you to move onto university
or to enter the workplace because of the combination of
a theoretical background that’s reinforced with practical
learning and assessment. The course is available as either
a one or two A level equivalent.

GCSEs/Level 2

GCSE English Language and GCSE Mathematics are core
subjects that students need for their future success.
Any student who has not attained at least grade 4 (or
equivalent) in English Language and Maths is required to
study these GCSEs alongside their Advanced Level courses.

Travel & Tourism

This is an exciting course if you are interested
in following a career in the fast developing Travel
& Tourism industry. You will be encouraged to develop
your independent learning skills whilst studying modules
relating to worldwide and UK destinations, promotions
and sales, tour guiding, and package holidays. You will
have the opportunity to take part in a work placement
within the travel industry to gain relevant skills and
experience. Whatever area of travel or tourism you
are interested in, the course can provide a range of
transferable skills and knowledge areas. The course
is ideal for you to move onto university or to enter the
workplace because of the combination of a theoretical
background that’s reinforced with practical learning and
assessment. The course is available as either a one
or two A level equivalent.

Please see our website for full
details of courses www.qeliz.ac.uk
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Outstanding Results 2019
Each year the College has a large number of students whose
performance at Advanced Level is exceptionally good.
(Details are published in a booklet which is distributed at our open evenings).
These tables summarise the numbers of students gaining two A*/A grades or better in this year’s public examinations
at Advanced Level.

A Level Grade A*/As

2 Grade A*/As

61

3 Grade A*/As

52

4 Grade A*/As

30

5 Grade A*/As		

1

2 or more Grade A*/As 144

A* Grades
A* grades were introduced at A Level to help
identify the very best students. This year
167 A* grades were awarded to 115 QE students.
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Examination Results 2019

Advanced Level Summer 2019
Grades Achieved
Subject

B

C

D

E

U

% A*-E

2

13 10

6

100%

3

16

14

3

100%

6

12

12

1

100%

7

13

6

5

100%

17

1

100%

33

Art (Graphics)

36

Art (Photography)

37

Art (Textiles)

31

Biology

99

8 22 23 28

Business

59

2

18

19

7

5

Chemistry

93

8 30 23

19

9

4

Computer Science

41

1

6

12

9

13

100%

Economics

31

1

8

12

7

3

100%

English Language

81

4

11 39

18

9

100%

English Literature

90

6

9 32 28

11

Film Studies

65

1 10 25 22

7

French

28

5

12

8

3

Geography

56

4

8

16

15

12

Geology

38

3

13

9

11

2

German

6

1

1

1

3

History (Tudor/16 Century)
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104
54

2

A

Art (Fine Art)

History (Modern)

54

Total Entry A*

6

7

98.3%
100%

100%
100%
100%

1

100%
100%
100%

6 29 32 30

7

1 10 23

3

16

4

1

100%
1

100%

Examination Results 2019

Advanced Level Summer 2019
Grades Achieved
Subject

Total Entry A*

11

A

B

C

D

E

U

% A*-E

Law

101

17

19 24 20

9

1

99%

Mathematics

169 20 44

31 27 29

14

4

97.6%

Mathematics Further

29

1

9

8

5

Media Studies

32

3

7

15

7

6

1

3

1

1

Philosophy, Religion & Ethics

34

5

11

6

8

Physical Education

16

2

5

4

4

1

Physics

73

6

14

16

14

16

6

Politics

49

4

11

14

11

4

5

100%

150 16 38 38 40

16

2

100%

17

5
2

Music

Psychology
Sociology

94

7 10

Spanish

14

2

Extended Project
Qualification

21 33

4

2

100%
100%

2

4

2

2

83 33 22

18

7

3

100%
3

1

97.1%
100%

1

1

98.6%

98.9%
100%
100%

BTEC Diploma in Foundation Studies in Art & Design
The College runs a one year post A Level course for students who wish to go
on to study Art at university. In 2018/2019 there were 16 students and all
successfully completed the course; 14 students gained distinctions or merits. It is
the 27th year in succession that there has been a 100% pass rate on this course.
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Examination Results 2019
Applied General (single award)
Subject

Grades Achieved

Total Entry D*
67
42
73
59
60
50
37
23
46
63

IT Introductory Diploma
Media Introductory Diploma
Health & Social Care Introductory Diploma
Sport & Leisure Introductory Diploma
Sport & Leisure Certificate
Travel & Tourism Subsidiary Diploma
Travel & Tourism Certificate
Popular Music Subsidiary Diploma
Business Extended Certificate
Science Applied Extended Certificate

64
25
70
52
56
44
25
20
15

Applied General (double award)
Subject
IT Diploma
Media Diploma
Health & Social Care Diploma
Sport & Leisure Diploma
Travel & Tourism Diploma

D

M

P

3
12
2
3
3
4
4
3
23
6

5
1
4
1
2
5
0
5
46

D*
D
M
P

PASS

3
3
11

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

-

Distinction*
Distinction
Merit
Pass

Grades Achieved

Total Entry D*D* D*D

DD

3
5
3

5
1
4

2

3

22
9
24
25
20

14
2
15
24
14

DM

2
1
1

MM
1

PASS
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

The results given here are a summary of the achievements of students in the summer examinations. 			
Full details are available on request.
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Business Associates
The College values highly its links with the local business community.
Formally introduced in 1996, Business Associates is our way of recognising the companies and organisations which play
an important part in the life of the College.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Antalis
Art Shop
Barclays
Balfour Beatty
BiB Insurance Ltd
Blackett, Hart & Pratt
Blackburn Marshall Construction
Capita Business Services
Central Stationers
Clive Owen & Co
Close Thornton Solicitors
Co-operative Bank
Croft Circuit
Darlington Borough Council
Darlington Building Society
Darlington Hippodrome
Darlington Memorial Hospital

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Darlington Mowden Park RFC
French & Lamming Media
Haines Watts
HSBC
Lloyds
MTE
MT Print
NatWest
Newsquest
Oxfam
Sherwoods of Darlington
Smart & Cook Ltd
Supreme Care Homes
TEP Electrical Distributors
The Year in Industry
UK Steel Enterprise
Waterstones

In addition to our Business Associates schemes, the College has strong links with many other businesses and
organisations through departments, volunteering and initiatives such as the Future Engineers Scheme.
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