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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0Dfhrnzs2s


What is 

democracy good 

for?



The best argument 

against democracy is a 

five minute conversation 

with the average voter. 

Democracy is the worst 

of all political systems, 

except all of the others 

that have been tried.

Democracy is nothing 

more than mob rule, 

where 51% of the people 

take away the rights of 

the other 49%

All the ills of 

democracy can be cured 

by more democracy.
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What happened to 

democracy?



Vladmir Putin

“Liberalism 
[democracy, pluralism and 

multiculturalism] has 
outlived its 
purpose”





What about the UK? 

Did Brexit break 

democracy?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8FwRxW5-RU
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Big questions about democracy. No 1

Who should decide: politicians or the people? 

In a democracy we talk about ‘rule by the people’, but what does that mean? Should the 
people decide for themselves, or should the people choose representatives to make 
decisions for them?

Here are some other questions you might consider in answering this 
question:

● Are ‘ordinary’ people capable of understanding the issues they have 
to decide upon?

● Can we trust politicians?

● Should MPs do what we tell them, or what they think is best for us?



Big questions about democracy. No 2

Why do we have referendums?
(ie. Why do we let the people decide?) 

In the last 45 years, we have had 3 national referendums, 8 referendums about giving power power to 
different parts of the UK, and 52 referendums on things like having a mayor of a city or a region. But 
why?  Can you think of reasons why this might be a good idea?

● When should the government ask the people what to do next?

● Why does having a referendum make sense if the issue has long-term 
effects?

● What might be really useful about getting the people to decide?



Big questions about democracy. No 3

Why didn’t the EU referendum work?
2016 was supposed to provide a ‘once in a generation’ answer to a controversial question: Should the UK 
remain in the European Union.  It did produce a result, but not one that everyone is happy with. Now, we’re 
even more divided than before. And we’re angry about politicians not doing what we want.

Who is to blame for the EU referendum failing to solve the problem?

● David Cameron.  He only called the referendum to deal with conflict in the 
Conservative Party

● Parliament.  They should just leave, deal or no deal, because the people have 
spoken

● Us.  We didn’t know what we were voting for. We might have changed our 
minds.  We’re too divided to be trusted with a decision that will benefit the whole 
country.

● The media.  They lied to us about the options because they are biased.  



Big questions about democracy. No 4

Why shouldn’t we have referendums?
Putting the vote to the people sounds like a good idea, but it can often lead to negative consequences.  

Which of these problems do you think is the best reason never to have a referendum again? 

● Voters are not competent.  They are not experts. They may be misled. They may not 
be thinking of the general interest.  Their vote may be determined by another issue 
they are concerned about rather than the one on the ballot.

● Powerful people have more say.  Businesses, millionaires and even foreign 
governments can spend millions of pounds on advertising to spread false information 
or to advertise their point of view.

● Tyranny of the majority.  The winners get what they want - at the expense of the 
losers. 

● They don’t solve the problem.  The losing side often demands a rerun, especially if 
the result is close.  We might end up with a ‘neverendum’. 



Good democracy 
Or 

Bad democracy?





What do you 

think?



12 weird referendums 

http://mentalfloss.com/article/70687/12-weirdest-ballot-initiatives-american-history

Irish abortion referendum

https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2018/may/26/irish-abortion-referendum-result-count-begins-live

Orban and the death of Hungarian democracy

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/9/13/17823488/hungary-democracy-authoritarianism-trump

http://mentalfloss.com/article/70687/12-weirdest-ballot-initiatives-american-history
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2018/may/26/irish-abortion-referendum-result-count-begins-live
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/9/13/17823488/hungary-democracy-authoritarianism-trump

