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much research as possible. The UCAS

course search is a great tool, as are

prospectuses, websites and open days.

Everyone has different priorities when

looking for a university, so make sure

you know what you want. Consider

whether you want larger or smaller

class sizes or campus sizes. How do

you feel about location, subject, ethos,

enrichment opportunities and alumni

services?

Case study: UCFB

One university that offers many

sporting degrees is the University

Campus of Football Business (UCFB).

It offers campus-based degrees as well

T
he worldwide sports industry

is worth over £500 billion.

In Europe alone it employs

1.7  million people, and nearly one

third of those work in the UK. The

numbers are growing and there are no

signs of them slowing down, with new

and emerging markets and sectors

appearing on a regular basis.

The European football market

is worth over £21 billion, with the

likes of the Premier League and

Champions League leading the way

with mammoth television deals,

not just domestically, but all around

the world. On top of this, emerging

markets like e-sports are anticipated

to be worth upwards of $1.5 billion by

2020, opening up a whole new sector

for aspiring professionals.

Studying sport

Studying a sport-related degree at

university can lead to numerous

opportunities and allow you to

embark on an exciting and varied

career.

Here are a few points to consider

when looking at universities for your

first step into the sports industry:

Do your research

The world really is your oyster at this

stage of your education. Try and do as

From A-level PE 
to university
Get excited about the world of sport
There has never been a more exciting time to get involved in the sports industry. 

From marketing to coaching, media to finance and event management to hospitality, 

new roles and opportunities are continuously presenting themselves

28 PE Review April 2020



/

as online degrees with the opportunity

to attend annual summits at UCFB’s

global study hubs. UCFB is dedicated

to the delivery of undergraduate

degree programmes in the strategic,

operational and business facets of the

football business, and wider sport and 

events industries.

After opening its first campus

at Burnley FC’s Turf Moor in 2011,

UCFB opened other campuses around

the Wembley and Etihad Stadiums.

Over 90% of UCFB graduates are

in employment within 6 months of

graduation, with two thirds working

in sport, which is far above sports

graduate averages.

Making an informed decision

Ensure that the programme you

are interested in equips you with

the necessary skills and experience

for your career of choice. Alongside

this, ensure the expectations of your

chosen career path are realistic. This

can be achieved by attending open

days, asking questions to universities

and getting sector-relevant experience.

Qualifications and experience

Consider the subjects you are studying

at the moment and have studied at

GCSE. Identify the directly applicable

skills (unit content, communication,

persuasive writing, organisation,

proactivity etc.) to your chosen course

to enrich your application.

Look at any work experience you

have done and apply skills you have

developed such as time-management,

reliability etc. If you feel your relevant

work experience may be lacking,

take time to build up a portfolio of

experience that you can showcase on

your application and in any resulting

interviews. The more you have to talk

about, the easier it becomes.

Joanna Davison is a regional 

recruitment manager for UCFB.

UCAS course search:  

https://digital.ucas.com/search

Learn more about UCFB degree programmes: 

www.ucfb.ac.uk

Resources
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