
Guide for students concerning COVID-19 
 
We very much look forward to seeing you at QE whether you are a new or returning student. Our 
aim is to give you the best educational experience whilst also minimising the risks posed by COVID-
19 to staff and students when you are on the College site. You will be provided with further 
information about arrangements for the start of term, including details of your timetable, before you 
begin your lessons at QE. 
 
An extensive risk assessment has been undertaken in relation to the College’s response to the 

coronavirus pandemic. A full version is available upon request but its main details concerning the 

different safety and guidance measures in place are summarised below. We have made a number of 

changes to how we usually operate and all of these measures are consistent with the relevant 

Department for Education guidance. Please read the following information carefully BEFORE coming 

in to College. 

If you have symptoms of Coronavirus, or a member of your household does, do not attend College, 
but contact qe@qeliz.ac.uk to inform us of your absence. If you are taken ill with Covid-19 symptoms 
whilst on the College site, please inform your teacher or if not in a lesson, any other member of 
staff. You will then be asked to isolate yourself in the First Aid Room and appropriate arrangements 
will be made to ensure your safe return home. In all cases, government guidance on self-isolating 
should be followed. Anyone with symptoms must follow the  Stay at home: guidance for households 
with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection  
 
Under no circumstances should other visitors, friends or family members come into College without 
prior permission. 
 
We thank you in advance for your co-operation with the below guidance and requests. Each of the 
measures complies fully with the latest Department for Education guidance and each is intended to 
add to everyone’s safety whilst enabling a purposeful learning experience. If the guidance changes, 
the measures will be reviewed and might need to be adapted. 
 
Structure of the College day 
 

 Please see the attached timetable of the College day for more information. 

 Lesson 2 begins at 10.30 am. Your teacher will arrange a break at some point in this lesson.  

 From Monday 21st September, all students will attend all lessons on site. 

 You are encouraged to only attend College when you have lessons and not to use social 
spaces during study periods if you have other alternatives such as in the case of Darlington 
students who may be able to return home. This will reduce the number of people on site at 
any one time. 

 Please leave the College site as soon as your lessons finish for the day, unless you need to 
wait for a College bus. There will be areas available for you to wait. 

 The Lunchtime period remains as usual. At the end of the lesson before lunch, you will be 
given the option to remain in the room in which you have just been taught in order to eat 
your lunch, apart from in science labs for reasons of safety. Alternatively, you can make use 
of one of the extended social spaces around the College. Please do not go to other 
classrooms to eat lunch. Staying in your classroom will help to reduce the pressure on social 
space but also control the number of students using each room. If you wish, you can leave 
your classroom to go to the toilet or to buy food and return to the same room later in the 
lunch period. You are very welcome to leave the College site at lunchtime if you prefer.  
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Routines and movement around the College 
 

 When you arrive at College, please go straight to your classroom (or a social space) using the 
nearest entrance. A one-way system is in place to reduce congestion in corridors and a map 
showing the entrances, exits, classrooms, toilets and routes through College will be 
provided.   

 Clear signage indicates which entrances, exits and routes are to be used around College. 
Floor markings and posters in communal areas are also provided for guidance. 

 Please follow the social distancing rules when you are not in lessons and stay at least 1 
metre from anybody else. 

 You and members of staff are asked to wear face coverings when moving around the College 
site, in corridors or if queuing in social/work spaces. This is to provide additional safety in 
areas that may become congested.  

 You are not required to wear face masks in classrooms during lesson times or when seated 
apart for 1 metre or more in work/social areas.  

 Social and work spaces will be supervised by members of staff to ensure that social 
distancing is maintained. Please sit at the seats provided which have been arranged to 
enable social distancing. 

 You will be able to work, eat and socialise in the extended venues during study periods and 
at lunch. You will be informed of the location of these venues. 

 Students will not have the use of lockers this year. This will reduce congestion in corridors. If 
you are a second year student who currently has a locker, you are asked to empty its 
contents on Monday 7th September so you don’t need to visit it again. 

 Please practise social distancing as much as possible and do not congregate at the front of 
College. Use the park if necessary to be able to socially distance. 

 
Cleaning and hygiene measures 
 

 Please wash your hands and/or use the provided hand sanitiser regularly throughout your 
time in College and before entering classrooms. Hand sanitiser is available at all entrances 
and exits to/from the College, outside classrooms and toilets.  

 Please take notice of the guides/posters to good handwashing and hygiene practice that are 
on display in all communal and toilet areas. All student toilets have signs indicating 
maximum occupancy. 

 Please observe good respiratory hygiene using tissues and disposing of them and any used 
PPE in the individual litter bags provided.  Follow the “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it” guidance and 
avoid touching your face, eyes, nose or mouth with unclean hands. Good hygiene should be 
maintained with reference to the guides and posters on display in College. 

 Students are not required to socially distance or wear face masks whilst in lessons. This is 
clearly in line with Department for Education guidance and will support learning. However, 
students may choose to wear face masks in lessons if they wish.  

 Other hygiene measures will be in place during lessons.  Please use the antibacterial wipes 
or spray provided to wipe down your table top and, in particular, computer keyboards and 
mice, before and after use. Disposable gloves are available if using computer keyboards or 
other shared resources. Please clear your desk of any other clutter.  

 Rooms, furniture and computers will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected by Estates staff 
at the start and end of each day. Ongoing cleaning will also be taking place during the 
College day. 
 

College buses 
 



 Students waiting for College buses will be given areas to wait in. 

 You are required to wear masks when queuing for and travelling on buses. 

 For further information, please see the attached guidance. 
 
If you require any further advice or wish to report any concerns about the College’s response to the 
coronavirus pandemic then please contact qe@qeliz.ac.uk and your enquiry will be directed to the 
relevant member of staff depending on the nature of the issues involved. When in College, please 
ask your teacher or a member of support staff if you have any questions or other concerns. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
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