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If you have ever been concerned about

issues of right and wrong, social justice, or

just like to think deeply about the world

around you, then Philosophy, Ethics and

Religious studies might be the subject for

you. We ask questions like, is it ever right to

use nuclear weapons, is killing ever justified,

is good and bad just whatever people say it

is, is God really good, and can anything

survive death?

THE CONTENT

In the Christianity Unit you will compare

different types of Christian and how they

have approached religious and moral

problems, from Christian Evangelists who

have managed to overturn Roe v Wade in

the US, to liberals whose Christianity has

more in common with Hindu mysticism.

You will examine their views on gender and

sexuality, animal rights, abortion and war,

and the lifestyles of non-Christians.

In the Philosophy unit we cover the

biggest questions humanity has tried

to grapple with, from whether there

was ever any good reason to believe

in God, to the challenge of

maintaining religious belief in a

modern world. In this unit you will

come across the fundamental ideas

and problems that define human

knowledge and thought wherever

you find it.

E T H I C S

In Ethics you will use theories to solve

moral dilemmas concerning human and

animal life and suffering. For example, you

might ask yourself if there is a greater good

that would allow animal experimentation or

abortion. In this unit you will become better

at making moral decisions, a skill that can

benefit you if you are planning to work in

any field where your decisions will affect

other people.



First Year Topics
Philosophy of Religion

Religious Ethics

Arguments for the
existence of God

The Problem of Evil

Religious Experience

Normative Ethics

Applied Ethics: Human
life and suffering

Applied Ethics: Animal
life and suffering

God

The Meaning of Life and
the afterlife

The Christian Identity

The Good Christian

Sources of Authority

Design
• Presentation: Paley’s analogical argument.
• Criticisms: Hume.

Ontological
• Presentation: Anselm’s a priori argument.
• Criticisms: Gaunilo and Kant.

Cosmological
• Presentation: Aquinas' Way 3. The argument from contingency and necessity.
• Criticisms: Hume and Russell.

Students should study the basis of each argument in observation or in thought, the
strengths and weaknesses of the arguments, their status as ‘proofs’, their value for
religious faith and the relationship between reason and faith.

• The concepts of natural and moral evil.
• The logical and evidential problem of evil.
• Responses to the problem of evil and suffering.
• Hick’s soul making theodicy.
• The free will defence.
• Process theodicy as presented by Griffin.
• The strengths and weaknesses of each response.

The nature of religious experience.

• Visions: corporeal, imaginative and intellectual.
• Numinous experiences: Otto, an apprehension of the wholly other.
• Mystical experiences: William James; non sensuous and non-intellectual union with
the divine as presented by Walter Stace.

Verifying religious experiences

• The challenges of verifying religious experiences.
• The challenges to religious experience from science.
• Religious responses to those challenges.
• Swinburne’s principles of credulity and testimony.

The influence of religious experiences and their value for religious faith.

Deontological: natural moral law and the principle of double effect with reference to
Aquinas; proportionalism.

 Teleological: situation ethics with reference to Fletcher.

Character based: virtue ethics with reference to Aristotle.

• The differing approaches taken to moral decision making by these ethical theories.
• Their application to the issues of theft and lying.
• The strengths and weaknesses of these ways of making moral decisions.

• The Bible: different Christian beliefs about the nature and authority of the Bible and their

impact on its use as a source of beliefs and teachings, including the Bible as inspired by

God but written by human beings.

• The Church: the different perspectives of the Protestant and Catholic traditions on the

relative authority of the Bible and the Church.

• The authority of Jesus: different Christian understandings of Jesus’ authority, including

Jesus’ authority as God’s authority and Jesus’ authority as only human; implications of

these beliefs for Christian responses to Jesus’ teaching and his value as a role model with

reference to his teaching on retaliation and love for enemies in the Sermon on the Mount:

Matthew 5:38–48.

• Good conduct: the importance of good moral conduct in the Christian

way of life, including reference to teaching about justification by works,

justification by faith and predestination.

• Sanctity of life: the concept of sanctity of life; different views about its

application to issues concerning the embryo and the unborn child; the just

war theory and its application to the use of weapons of mass destruction.

• Dominion and stewardship: the belief that Christians have dominion over

animals; beliefs about the role of Christians as stewards of animals and the

natural environment and how changing understandings of the effects of

human activities on the environment have affected that role.

• use of animals as food; intensive farming

• use of animals in scientific procedures; cloning

• blood sports

• embryo research; cloning; ‘designer’ babies

• abortion

• voluntary euthanasia and assisted suicide

Christianity

• The meaning and purpose of life: the following purposes and their relative importance:

to glorify God and have a personal relationship with him; to prepare for judgement; to

bring about God’s kingdom on earth.

• Resurrection: the concept of soul; resurrection of the flesh as expressed in the writings

of Augustine; spiritual resurrection; the significance of 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 and 50-54.

• Different interpretations of judgement, heaven, hell and purgatory as physical, spiritual

or psychological realities; objective immortality in process thought.

Character based: virtue ethics with reference to Aristotle.

• The differing approaches taken to moral decision making by these ethical theories.
• Their application to the issues of theft and lying.
• The strengths and weaknesses of these ways of making moral decisions.

• Christian Monotheism: one God, omnipotent creator and controller of all things;

transcendent and unknowable; the doctrine of the Trinity and its importance; the meaning

and significance of the belief that Jesus is the son of God; the significance of John 10:30; 1

Corinthians 8:6

• God as Personal, God as Father and God as Love: the challenge of understanding

anthropomorphic and gender specific language about God: God as Father and King,

including Christian feminist perspectives.

• The concept of God in process theology: God as neither omnipotent nor creator.

• Baptism: the significance of infant baptism in Christianity with particular reference to the

Catholic and Baptist traditions; arguments in favour of and against infant baptism.

• Holy Communion: differing practices associated with Holy Communion, and differing

understandings of Holy Communion and its importance, in the Catholic and Baptist

Churches; different Christian understandings of the significance of Jesus’ actions at the last

supper, Luke 22:17–20. 

• The mission of the Church: developments in Christian ideas of ‘mission’ from the early

20th century to today



Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

• Written exam: 2 hours

• 120 marks

• 67% of AS

Study of Religion

• Written exam: 1 hour

• 60 marks

• 33% of AS

Assessments

AS-Level Exams A-Level Exams

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

• Written exam: 3 hours

• 100 marks

• 50% of A-level

Study of Religion, and Dialogues

between Philosophy and Religion

• Written exam: 3 hours

• 100 marks

• 50% of A-level

In Course Exams

November/December 2022

Philosophy & Ethics

• Written exam: 1.5 hours

• 50 marks

February/March 2023

Philosophy & Ethics

• Written exam: 1.5 hours

• 50 marks

Summer Exam - June 2023

Christianity

• Written exam: 3 hours

• 100 marks

May 2023 July 20242022/23



Assessment
Objectives

Assessment Objective 1

Assessment Objective 2

KNOWLEDGE &
UNDERSTANDING

Accurate
Relevant
Wide ranging
Detailed
With examples
And specialist terms

There is a lot of factual
information for you to
remember in these exams and
you will need to commit to this
consistently from the first week
of study. The examiner will
assess whether this is...

CRITICAL ANALYSIS &
EVALUATION

Fair and balanced
Reasonable
Supported by evidence
Inferred from accurate,
relevant knowledge
Reaching a conclusion

60% of your marks however will
be awarded for how you use
your knowledge to respond to
well known problems in
Philosophy, Ethics and Religion.
You must show that you are
aware of these problems, how
they relate to your learning, and
the answers you can reach from
what you have learned, The
examiner will assess whether
this is...

"Knowledge is
necessary for

critical analysis, but
it isn't sufficient."

Dom McArdle



What is 'critical analysis'?
Your teachers have been
researching this question for over
a decade. The product of this
research has been described as
having 'the potential to make an
important theoretical contribution
[to education] and also to impact
practice' by the education
department of a Russell Group
university. It will help you to
achieve success in your exams
and in your life beyond College,
BUT ONLY IF YOU ARE PREPARED
TO PUT THE WORK IN!

With the same effort you'd put
into learning to ride a bike, drive a
car, tie your shoelaces, or learn to
play a musical instrument, you will
be required to learn the content
we cover on the course, AND to
use this to solve the problems
that we face in this subject.

Problem-solving skills
Team working and team
building skills
Leadership and
management skills
Presentation and
interview skills

If you put this effort in from the
first week to the last we can
guarantee that you will excel in
your exams, achieve a grade
that you will always be proud to
look back on, but also develop
skills that will help you achieve
success in your life beyond
College, including...



ExpectationsRequirements
Like giving you some trainers, a
map to your destination, and a
helping hand along the way, if
you're going to get there you still
need to put those shoes on and
start running.

Those who start sooner go further,
but everyone must take it one step
at a time.

Commitment throughout
Regular and consistent
effort

Like learning the guitar, what
you get out depends on the
effort you put in. Becoming
good is just as challenging.
Unlike learning the guitar, you
can't pick and choose when to
dip in and out of this subject.

We expect

You are less likely to put the
effort into something you don't
like doing. Did you pick this
subject because you enjoy it? 

Are there bits you think you
won't enjoy? What will you do if
it becomes challenging?

 

You want a grade that reflects
your ability and we want to help
you get one.

Your teachers have the subject
and teaching expertise and the
resources you need to get that
grade. 

One step at a time and you will
get there, but you need to put
those steps in from Day 1.



Meeting your assessment
objectives under exam conditions
takes knowledge and skill, and you
can only build this over time.

You will have to keep going back
to the work you have done,
looking back over it, identifying
your next steps, planning ahead.

You can't do this without a well
organised file.

Attend every lesson
Turn up on time
Come equipped to learn
Follow our instructions
Don't give in to distractions or
create them for others.

Complete all homeworks to
the best of your ability.

This is the bare minimum so that
you get everything you need and
don't get in the way of other
learners...

You will not be allowed phones
out in class without permission
and unless otherwise instructed.

It takes consistent effort to
master a subject at A-level. We
will set activities outside of class
and you must complete them.

Conditions File keeping

Course handbook with
guidance and expectations
Topic cover sheets
Topic handbooks
Content handouts
Classwork and notes
Assessment cover sheets
Marked and improved work
Diaries (metacognition,
retrieval practice, assessment
planning)

Get a lever-arch file for this course
in the first week or two. In it we
expect to see...



Completing work on Google Classroom

Copies of all of the materials
we use in class.
Important resources to help
you in your assessments.
Homework assignments and
online assessments.

We use virtual classrooms as
well. In your Google Classroom
we will put...

Your teachers can see at a
glance those activities you have
completed and those that you
have left to do. You must
complete ALL activities that you
are set.

Remember, each activity we set
gets you one step closer to your
goal. You'll get there one step at
a time, but you MUST take those
steps.

If you have arranged with the
College to be absent from any
lessons then in your classroom you
will be able to find the Programme
of Learning that tells you what we
covered, the classroom activities
you missed, and often there will be
pictures of the boards from that
class.

Make sure you copy the work we
set on G.Class into your file so you
can use it to prepare for
assessments.



RS@QE Values

The very minimum you can
expect from each other in your
classroom is respect for who
you are and what you believe.

Democracy

Rule of Law

Individual Rights

Tolerance &
Respect

We respect the diversity of
beliefs and cultures in the
UK. All views will be heard
equally.

Your identity is your right. You
can demand that others
recognise you for who you are.

When we respect the law it
protects us all. No one is above
the law or beyond its
protection. Your classroom is a
safe space.

We respectfully tolerate all beliefs
and lifestyles, even those we
disagree with.


